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We have received, for Chloe Lankton, fourteen 
dollars from the Sunday-school of the Madison Ave- 


nue Presbyterian Church, New York, and one dollar 
from “ Ohio.” 


The sun never sets upon the British Empire—nor 
upon Sunday-schools in Connecticut. According to 
the last convention report of that state, it is literally 
true that schools are held every Sunday at half- 
hourly intervals, from nine in the morning until 
half-past six in the evening. 


Among other good words spoken of The Sunday- 


as to the relative merits of those between whom he 
was more competent than the people to decide. Sun- 
day-school officers and teachers are representatives 
of their church for a church work. Those whom 
they represent—not those to whom they are sent— 
are to choose them. Shall the Chinese people be 
asked to say whom the United States must send as 
its diplomatic representative to China? That would 





what is right and wrong. Yet here is The Herald 
and Presbyter suggesting that in the management of 
a Presbyterian Sunday-school the pastor and session 
“may appoint the superintendent and teachers, if 
they see fit, or may, as is usually done, submit such 
matters to a vote of the scholars in the school.” We 
should as soon think of asking the scholars to settle 
| the question if it is right to go in swimming on Sun- 
days. We expected better things of The Herald and 


| Presbyter. 


Peculiarly appropriate to the present attitude of 
'the many Christians in the United States who are 
looking earnestly to God for a revival of his work in 
this country, are the suggestions of The London 
| Spectator, in a recent article on The Various Causes 
of Skepticism, whereby we are reminded that the 


.| teachings of Christ clearly justify us in believing 


that God gives or withholds rich spiritual blessings 
according to the prayers and the faith of his children. 
|“ Luther never forgot this most important of all the 
/explanations of the growth or decay of the relig- 
| ious life. ‘We say to our Lord God,’ he said, ‘ that 
| if he will have his church, he must keep it; for we 
cannot keep it ; _and if we could, we should be the 
proudest asses under heaven.’ And Luther implied, 
|of course, that it might please God to humble the 


as well as more at another; to give it, for his good 


| purposes, times of aridity, conventionality, and arti- | 


ficiality, as well as times of rich and flowing faith. 
| And if it be true, as Christ teaches, that man may 
| take the initiative with God ; that times of trust are 
times of grace; that knocking leads to opening; 
|that when man throws himself on God, God 
| pours a new tide of spiritual life into man,— 
| then, surely, one of the explanations of a want of 





be quite as proper as to ask the heathen or to ask god- | 
less youngstersin a Christian land who shall tell them | 


one way which we uniformly and utterly condemn is that | week by week as you went over them, you cannot 


hope to have those main points in prominence as 
/you look back on them. A quarterly review first 
| arranged for at the end of a quarter is too much 
| like a death-bed repentance. It cannot supply any 
past deficiencies. It comes too late to make good 
what has already gone. If a superintendent or a 
teacher wants a satisfactory review of the lessons of 
the first quarter of 1879, he must plan for it as early 
as the first Sunday of the new year, and he must 
have it in mind every Sunday thereafter during Janu- 
ary, February, and March. How are these lessons to 
be linked together? What is to be their grouping? 
| What relation do they bear, each to the other, and all 
|to a common theme or thought? What place has 
‘this lesson in the series? What facts or teachings 
are now to be brought into prominence, that they 
_may be recalled in their due relations at the end of 
|the quarter? These questions and others like them 
| ought to be asked as each lesson is studied and taught 
‘during the passing three months. It is to help our 
| readers in forming an early plan for the quarter that 
| we print on another page the quarterly review chart 
| from the Scholars’ Quarterly for the first quarter of 
| 1879. Some superintendents ask from the desk each 
Sunday such questions—few and well considered—as 
will bring into distinctness before all the sahool the 
lesson topic, an important fact, a spiritual truth, and a 
personal duty, out of the day’s lesson; all these 
having relation to the superintendent’s plan for the 
| quarter’s review. In this way the school is preparing 
_to look back upon these lessons intelligently in their 
| relation to each other as a series. Something of this 
| kind ought to be attempted by every superintendent 
/and every teacher, in order to permanently fix a 
| definite impression concerning the lesson facts and 
‘the lesson teachings in the minds of all who study 
‘them. Of course, there will be after thoughts for use 
in reviewing the lessons; but the first thing to be 
sought is a good beginning. 








church, to make it feel his presence less at one time, | 


| RISKING EVERYTHING FOR THE RIGHT. 


It is hard to do just right everywhere and always. 
It is hardest for those who are most anxious to do it. 
The person of most sensitive conscience suffers most 
from right doing, as well as from doing wrong— 
| suffers most from the cost and painful consequences 
| of doing right ; for at times it does cost a great deal 
| to do right and to be right. To follow the right one 


| must run great risks in the world,—risks of property, 


School Times by our contemporaries comes the sug- | faith in the invisible is a previous want of appeal to the | risks of health, risks of life, risks of position, risks of 


gestion of the Northwestern Christian Advocate, that | 
this paper “ is becoming quite famous as the publisher | 
of the last words of eminent men.” This has refer- | 
ence to the fact that William Cullen Bryant’s last | 
poem was written for our columns, as were the last | 
finished productions of Professors Tayler Lewis and 
John S. Hart, and others. Since so many “ eminent 
men” will continue to write for The Sunday School 
Times as long as they live, their “last words” are 
very likely to see the light in these columns; for 
sooner or later most men will die, however eminent 
they may be. We hope that we are not publishing 
the last words of good Dr. Edwards, in giving this | 
prominence to his commendation of our work. 


Of all the many ways in which the officers and | 


_according to the desire expressed for it. 


| is at the close of a quarter. 


invisible.” In other words, we are dependent on God 
for the daily bread to sustain our spiritual life ; and | 
he gives this bread to those who ask it, and in supply | 
If, therefore, | 
we now have less bread than we need, we have our- 
selves to blame for our lack. We ought to turn to 
God in our soul hunger, and ask for that which he 
stands ready to give in proportion to our needs and 
our faith. Hence the present turning to God of his 
people is an earnest of a blessing from God on his 
people. “ Blessed are they which do hunger and thirst 


after righteousness ; for they shall be filled.” 


The poorest time to prepare for a quarterly review 


at the quarter’s beginning. If you have given no 


The best time for it is 


influence, risks of reputation, risks of usefulness. 
He must face the danger of being misunderstood ; of 
being called unwise, indiscreet, mistaken, wrong in 
conduct and spirit; of being contemned, forsaken, 
and opposed even by some who once admired, loved, 
and trusted him. 
everything for the right. 

There is hardly any kind of business in which a 
man does not at one time or another, have to risk 
his pecuniary interests by being honest, truthful, and 
fair. And many a man is called on to abandon his 
business, and to yield his only means of earthly sup- 
port, because he cannot honor God in that occupation. 
How often must a mother endanger her health for a 
sick child ; and a soldier, or a sailor, or a policeman, 
or an engine driver, or a bank cashier, risk his life in 


He must, in fact, be ready to risk 


teachers in a church Sunday-school are appointed, the | thought to the main points of the series of lessons | the line of his obvious duty. Thestatesman must be 
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| 
ready to defy public sentiment if he cannot shape it | 
aright ; to go out of office if he cannot hold it with- 
A pastor has the 
duty of risking his popularity and his hope of inme- 
diate influence among the people whom he loves, | 
when he must choose between these and his convic- | 


out compromising his conscience. 


tions of right. And so in every sphere of life ; there | 
are times when the risk of right doing is very great, 
and demands the exercise of the highest courage. 
But hardest of all is the risk of being misunderstood 
through devotion to the right, of thereby losing one’s 
reputation for integrity and fairness, being counted 
wilfully wrong, and even bringing into discredit the 
cause or the interests which one holds dearer than 
life. Yet such risks must be encountered in the path 
ot duty. 


The martyrs and the reformers of the ages 
met and defied them. One who conscientiously 
changes his. church relations, or his political opinions 
and party affiliations, is sometimes suspected of doing 
so from sinister or mercenary motives, when he is in 
truth consciously acting against his tastes, his predi- 
And | 
the highest and purest devotion to the right not 


infrequently costs one, for a time at least, the respect 


lections, and his immediate personal interests. 


or the attachment of those whose favor is greatly 
desired. It may be an effort to save an endangered 
one, or to rescue one of the lost, which inducesa true- 
hearted follower of Jesus to consent to associations | 
which others are quick to condemn. That dissolute | 
brother, that wayward sister, that imperiled friend, 
that slandered neighbor, shall not be without one 
pure companion, even though all the world points 
the finger of scorn for such adherence. And there 
are sacred confidences which must not be betrayed, 


and holy friendships which 





must be preserved, 
whether others think well or ill, in consequence, of 
the one who is true and faithful at every cost. 

But what is the true test of right, if one may, under 
certain circumstances, yield health, property, station, 
life, reputation, influence, and even hope of immedi- 
ate usefulness, without doing wrong? 


Ought not a | 
man to count his life most dear and sacred? Ought 
he not to feel that his good name is above all price, 
and not to be yielded at any cost? Is not his use- 
fulness in life to be the supreme object of his 
endeavor? The true standard of right is God’s 
word as applied to the duty of the hour by the Holy 
Ghost moving on an enlightened conscience. A man | 
is to do what God wants him to do, rather than what | 
he wants to do, or what other people want him to do. 
If he lacks wisdom of the right, he is to confidently | 
ask it of God, and then to act accordingly, utterly 
regardless of consequences. 


He is to take the con- 
sequences into consideration as bearing upon the 
question of duty while that question is open to him; 
but when he is clear as to duty, he is to have no con- 
He then 
has a mission from God which he is to perform at 


cern as to the consequences of its doing. 


He is not to count his life dear unto him- 
self, so that he can finish his course with joy. His good 
name he must trust the Lord to take care of, know- | 
ing that if for conscience toward God he endures 
grief, suffering wrongfully, his course is acceptable 
with God, however it may appear to others. And as 
to his usefulness, that also is to be left with the Lord. 
Usefulness according to human standards of judg- 
ment is not: to be made the object of any man’s life. 
It is far more important that one should be right 
than that he should be useful; otherwise—“ as we be 
slanderously reported, and as some affirm that we 
say— Let us do evil that good may come’; whose 
damnation is just.” 


every cost. 


If we do right, and are right, 
we shall be useful—as God sees true usefulness. If 
we seek first to be useful, we may fail of both useful- 
ness and the right. As Bruce says, in comment on 
the lavish love of Mary at Bethany, in her disregard 
of the cost of the perfumed ointment for her Lord: 
“We must make right, asrevealed tous by an enlight- 
ened conscience and a loving, pure heart, our rule of 
duty, and then we may be sure that uses of all kinds 
will be served by our conduct, whether we foresee 


them or not; whereas, if we make calculations of 
‘ 


| with the Lord. 


| for Dr. Holmes is not only a wit, but a professor of 
| anatomy, and in this saying he spoke with an anato- 


| concerning the hopelessness of ever catching up with 


become like the dwarfs of the old legends, who 


|ently infinite demand is a part of God’s plan for 
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utility our guide in action, we shall leave undone the 
things which are noblest and best, because, as a rule, 
the uses of such things are least obvious, and longest 
in making their appearance. . . . Utilitarianism 
tends to trimming and time-serving; it is the death 
of heroism and self-sacrifice ; it walks by sight, and 
not by faith; it looks only to the present, and forgets 
the future ; it seats prudence on the throne of con- 
science ; it produces not great characters, but at best 
petty busy bodies. These things being considered, it 
need not surprise us to find that the term ‘ useful- 
ness,’ of such frequent recurrence in the religious 
vocabulary of the present day, has no place in the 
New Testament.” 

“Do right though the heavens fall.” That was 
a heathen maxim. The Christian’s love of the | 
right ought not to be less than the heathen’s. Risk 
everything for the right, and leave the consequences 
“Commit thy way unto the Lord; 
trust also in him, and he shall bring it to pass.” 


CATCHING UP. 
Dr. Oliver Wendell Holmes has wittily said that | 
walking is merely a continual falling forward and | 


recovering one’s self. The remark is strictly true, | 


| mist’s knowledge of the human body. 


A similar statement might truthfully be made con- 
cerning the entire life of man. We seem to be con- 
stantly falling forward upon some new duty, and 
when we rescue ourselves by performing it, we are 
immediately confronted with another equally imperi- 
ous. The proverbs of all nations abound in sayin 


os 
5 


duty, or coming into a state of perfect rest and con- 
tentment, with no imperious call to vex our souls. | 
No matter how hard we work, a beckoning hand still | 
points out new toils, and with every achievement | 
comes the desire as well as the demand for some 
further conquest. This inexorableness of duty has 
never been more aptly expressed than in a few lines 
of Longfellow’s, beginning thus: 
Labor with what zeal we will, 
Something still remains undone, 
Something uncompleted still 
Waits the rising of the sun. 
The poet goes on to say that the burden of the 
undone at length seems intolerable, and that men 


upheld the sky on their shoulders. 
But this union of a limited power with an appar- 


the conduct of life. 
for untiring effort, we should relapse into a danger- 
ous idleness. When pursuit catches up with posses- 
sion, satiety is the result, because in this world of 
limitations perfect contentment cannot be the con- 
tentment of completed work, but rather the false and 
illusive satisfaction that is willing to stop on the 
way with the race half run. 


Did we not feel the necessity 





The sooner we realize 
the fact that something must remain undone until 
the end of our lives, the less danger will there be of 
wasting our energies in frantic efforts, or of lulling 
our spirits into a deceitful and insecure repose. But 
all this means duty, not despair. Because we cannot 
take two steps at once, we ought not to refuse to take 
one step, and so fall behind. There is nothing so | 
good for him who desires to catch up, as a resolute | 
determination to do at once, and to do well, the| 
immediate duty of the moment. 





If you know of one | 
thing which you ought to accomplish, it is better to | 
take it up at the very first. Nothing is to be gained 
by putting it into a pigeon-hole, and waiting for a 
“Tf I believed in the eter- | 
nal punishment of the wicked,” says a modern skep- 


more convenient season. 


tical writer, “I would sell my shirt from my back | 
and go to convert the heathen.” He therefore keeps | 
all his garments on, and settles back comfortably in 


the belief that somehow all men will sometime be | 


saved. Would it not be better to recognize the fact 


that he may have a spiritual message for the very 


| pose and a high courage. 


| quoted ? 
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next man he meets on his own street? The next 
duty is the only duty for which we need have any 
concern. If it is well performed, the burden of the 
universe may be left to take care of itself. 

All this means that worry has no place in the 
moral or intellectual life. There is no record of any 
worry in the work of Christ on earth, or in the toils 
of those to whom it was given to establish Christianity 
in the world. They went bravely and zealously on, 
doing one thing at a time, strong in the knowledge 
that Christ was with them to the end of the world. 
They never caught up, but severe lessons taught 
them the wickedness as well as the folly of falling 
behind. Toil and trial and persecution did not 
destroy their zeal. Now, as then, the best work is 
done by those who do one thing at a time, and not 
by those who have the clearest perception of the 
mountain upon mountain which stands before them. 
Those will accomplish most during the year soon to 
open, who bring to each separate duty a clear pur- 
We are sorry for those 
who expect to win its laurels by contemplating its 
vast possibilities, and so trying everything all at 
A clock that does not tick the seconds is of 
little value as a timepiece ; and so those who neglect 


once. 


| single duties fail in the whole service of life. 


NOTES ON OPEN LETTERS. 

It is quite impossible for us, with the limited space 
allotted to this department, to answer all the questions 
which come to us from our many readers. But we are 
glad to make selections from them according to our idea 
of the needs of our constituency. A correspondent from 
Providence, R. I., asks concerning a much used phrase as 
follows : 


Thanking you heartily for your kind attention to notes and 
queries, may I venture to bring one? I have been guilty of using 
an illustration which I adopted without understanding it myself. 
In remarking that a parable was a picture in words, and that 
it must be reviewed like a painting with the attention concen- 
trated upon the point to be illustrated, I quoted the expression, 
“ Parables do not go on all-fours,’ meaning that, however true 
to life the out-sketching might be, we could not get a correct 
idea of the side issues of a parable by directing particular atten- 
tion to them as presented in any given parable, and disre- 
garding what was elsewhere taught about them, any more than 
we could judge of the exact shape of the leaves of a certain tree 
that stood at the side or in the background of a painting by 
looking most carefully at that spot, even using a magnifying 
glass to aid us. So it would be hazardous to attempt to make an 
application, to our lives, of every word even in the wonderful 
word-paintings of the great Teacher. There may be an applica- 
tion, but we cannot be sure that we see it rightly from that para- 
ble only. Now, first, What is the origin of the expression I 


Second, What is its meaning? ‘“‘ He that questioneth 


| mue’s shall learn much.” 


The term “on all-fours” as applied to similes, figures, 
and parables, is of ancient and unknown origin. Sir 
Edward Coke (in Coke upon Littleton) says, “ But no 
simile holds in everything, according to the ancient say- 
ing, ‘ Nudlum simile quatuor pedibus currit,” and he gives 
here a marginal reference to the statutes of Henry VILI., 
A. D. 1501. In Tristram Shandy the term is referred to 
as found in the scholia—or marginal notes—of Homer; 
and its explanation is that “an imperfect simile goes on 
three legs ; a perfect one on four.” Macaulay, in his 
essay on Southey’s edition of Pilgrim’s Progress, says: 
“The types are often inconsistent with each other; and 
sometimes the allegorical disguise is altogether thrown off. 
. . . It is not easy to make a simile go on all-fours. But 
we believe that no human ingenuity could produce such a 
centipede as a long allegory in which the correspondence 
between the outward sign and the thing signified should 
be exactly preserved.” A moment’s reflection will con- 
vince an intelligent person that that which is a simile— 
similar to another—cannot be identical with that which 
it is like; there must be differences—points in each where 
no contact is with the other possible. Hence it is fully to 
attempt to use a simile, or a parable as if it were a defi- 
nition or an explanation, instead ofan illustration. Take, 
for example, the parable of the importunate friend. Its 
value is obvious in showing how surely a man will get 
what he wants from even an unwilling neighbor, if he 
is determined to have it. Butif the attempt is made to 
show that the “three” loaves asked for are a mysterious 
reference to the Trinity, with its threefold blessing, or to 
prove the propriety of infant church-membership by the 

| neighbor’s declaration, “ my children are with me in bed,” 
| that is trying to make the parable go “on all-fours”—an 
attempt which we trust our readers will be shy of. 
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CHRISTMAS BALLAD. 

BY ALEXANDER R. THOMPSON, D.D. 

The night our Saviour Christ was born,— 
So ancient legends say ,— 

The bird that crows to call the morn, 
Crows every hour till day, 

As if he sought, with quivering thfoat, 
fhe world to waken wide, 

With thankful heart and hymn to note 
The holy Christmas-tide. 


How grew the legend, who can tell? 
But, one thing we may know, 

hat nothing e’er before befell 
This weary world below, 

Like that same Christmas-gift of love, 
Of rarest, fairest worth, 

That came of old from heaven above 
To sinful men on earth. 


The night the King was born, the stars 
Shone down on Bethlehem, 

As jewels flash through golden bars 
From out a diadem, 

But suddenly their radiant fire 
Grew pale and dull and dim, 

When came from heaven an angel-choir, 
To sing a Christmas hymn. 

Such music never yet had rung 
On mortal ears till then, 

As rung when holy angels sung 
“ Goodwill and peace to men.” 

Such winsome glory never came 
Before on mortal eyes, 

As eame when they, with feet of flame, 
Came trooping down the skies. 

And if on that first Christmas-time, 
This lost world back to call 

To hope and God, in sweetest chime 
The bells of heaven rang all. 

Would it be strange, if echo sweet 
Of that transcendent strain 

Should run o’er earth with footsteps fleet, 
And answer back again ? 

Sing, angels, never cease to sing, 
Ye first-born of the sky! 

Cry, every herald of the King, 
His glorious advent ery! 

But angel from the heaven above, 
Or herald of the morn, 

Could never sing the song of love 
As’ men :—that Christ is born. 


“THE TRUE TABERNACLE.” 
BY GEORGE DANA BOARDMAN, D.D. 


I, MEANING OF THE WORD “TABERNACLE.”’—The mean- 
ing of the word “tabernacle,” like that of many other relig- 
ious words, has a history, or moral growth, germinating 
ages ago, taking on volume ever since, and fruiting in the 
eternity to come. Let us then trace the moral meaning 
of this word “tabernacle,” as it unfolds itself with ever- 
increasing clearness and grandeur along the line of the 
growing ages. 

1. The tabernacle as a material structure. And, first, 
survey the tabernacle as a material structure. 

Such in way of historic eminence was the tabernacle of 
the wilderness. We are familiar with the story of its 
erection, and need not go into details. The point to be 
particularly observed is this: the purpose or meaning of 
the tabernacle; nor are we left here to exercise our own 
ingenuity. “ Let them make me a sanctuary, that I may 
dwell among them,” said Jehovah to the children of 
Israel by the mouth of his servant Moses. “There will 
I meet with them; there will I commune with them from 
above the mercy seat, from between the two cherubim.” 


Jehovah appoiuted the tabernacle then, not so much as | 


the place for the gathering of the people in worship, as 
for the enshrinement of himself. “ Build mea sanctuary, 
that I may dwell therein. The phrase “ tabernacle of the 
congregation,” which recurs so often in the Old Testament, 
was not so much the congress or meeting-place of man 


and man in worship, as it was the congress or meeting- | 


place of God himself and man, of Godhead and man- 
head, the convention of the infinite and the finite. “There 
will I meet with you and commune with you.” Accord- 
ingly, when the tabernacle was dedicated, the shekinah, 
or dazzling symbol of Jehovah’s presence, which had 
been resting for many weeks on Sinai, majestically swept 
downwards into the plain, and covered the tent of meet- 
ing, and the glory of the Lord filled the tabernacle. Thus 
augustly did Deity himself take formal possession of his 
ancient sanctuary. He himself made solemn entry 
in the cloud, and the blaze; for the glory-cloud was 
the symbol and manifestation of his presence. 

This then was the meaning of the ancient tabernacle. 
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‘It was Goud’s dwelling-place, the sacred point where 
divinity and humanity met. As such, it may stand as the 
representative of all other tabernacles of material struc- 
tur’, whether Solomon’s, or Zerubbabel’s, or Herod’s, or the 
tabernacles of modern Christendom. The structure, 
whether tabernacle or temple, whether cathedral or con- 
venticle, is the house of God, the place where his honor 
dwelleth ; his local material habitation. 


2. The tabernacle as a spiritual structure. Survey now | 


the tabernacle as a spiritual structure; no longer of 
dead wood and stone, but of living flesh and character. 


The most illustrious instance of this is Jesus Christ | 


himself, Son of God and Son of man, Deity incarnate. 
The Word—that Word, who in the beginning was, and was 
with God, and was God, became flesh, and dwelt, taber- 
nacled among us, and we beheld his glory, brightness, efful- 


gence, shekinah, the splendor as of the only begotten from 


the Father, fullof grace and truth. On the occasionof his 
purging the temple by driving out the sheep and oxen 
and overturning the brokers’ tables, the angered traders 


asked him: ‘“ What sign showest thou unto us, seeing | 


that thou doest these things?” ‘“ Destroy this temple,” 
the Son of man replied, “and in three days I will 


raise it up.” The Jews, misunderstanding or perverting | 


' his meaning, exclaimed: “ Forty and six years was this 


temple in building, and wilt thou raise it up in three | 


days?” The Apostle John,in narrating the incident, 
adds in way of explanation: “ But he spake of the tem- 
ple of his body.” When therefore he had risen from the 
dead, that is to say, when the temple of his body had 
been destroyed, and in three days had been raised up, 
then his disciples remembered that he had said this, and 
they believed the Scripture and the word which Jesus 
had spoken. Thus was the incarnation. or enfleshment of 
the Son of God, the entempling of divinity in humanity. 
In him was Deity himself, the shekinah of the old 
covenant, now incarnated forever. In him dwelt all the 
fullness of the Godhead bodily, body-wise, 1n bodily fashion. 
When, on the Mount of Transfiguration, his face shone 
as the sun, and his raiment became white and glistering 
as the light, so as no fuller on earth can whiten, it was 
but a momentary bursting forth of the shekinah-flash, 
or effulgence from the indwelling Godhead. When the 
vail of the temple was rent in twain, the instant the Son 
of God died, it symbolized the fact that Christ’s flesh 
was the true vail before the true holy of holies of his 
divine-human personality, and that henceforth every 
one might freely enter the immediate presence of a 
reconciled Deity. Having confidence to enter into the 
holy of holies, by the blood of Jesus, by a new and 
_living way, which he consecrated for us through the vail, 
that is to say his flesh, let us draw near with a true 
heart, in full assurance of faith. Christ’s body, or the 
incarnation, is that greater and more perfect taber- 
nacle, not made with hands, that is to say, not of this 
creation, which the Lord pitched, and not man. When 


the rapt exile, in visions of Patmos, saw the new heaven | 


and the new earth, and the holy city, New Jerusalem, 


coming down from God out of heaven, prepared as a 
bride adorned for her husband, he heard a loud voice out | 


the throne, saying: “ Behold the tabernacle of God is 
with men, and he will dwell with them, and they shall be 
his people, and God himself will be with them, and be 
their God.” Thus was Jesus Christ the tabernacle of 


Deity, the meeting-place of Godand man. The incarna- | 


tion was Immanuel,—God with us. 


And as it was with Jesus Christ, so itis with those who | 
As with the head so with the body. | 


are Jesus Christ’s. 
As he was the tabernacle of God, so are all who are his. 
It is true of each Christian. Thus saith the high and 


lofty One who inhabiteth eternity, and whose name is | 


Holy, “I dwelt in the high and holy place, also with 
the contrite and humble of spirit, to revive the spirit of 
the humble ones, and to revive the heart of the contrite.” 
Know ye not that your body isa temple of the Holy 
Ghost, whois in you? Thus each saint is a chapel or 
shrine along the aisles of the cathedral of the incarna- 
tion, the minster of God in Christ. 

And as it is with each Christian, so it is with the 
church of the living God,—the church of the elect and 
bloodwashed and saved—that church which through- 
out all lands and ages and names is the aggregate of 
Christly characters,—this one church of the living 
God is the temple of God most high. As Christ is the 
body or form of God, so his church is the body or form 
of Christ. ‘And as in Christ dwelt all the fullness of the 
Godhead bodily, so it is with his church, which is his 
body,—the fullness of him who filleth all in all. Built up 
on the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Jesus 
Christ himself being the chief corner-stone; in whom all 
| the building fitly framed together is growing into a holy 
|temple in the Lord; in whom ye also are being built 
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together for a habitation of God by the Spirit. Coming 
to whom, the living stone, by men indeed rejected, but 
_with God elect and precious, you yourselves also, as 
living stones, are built up a spiritual house, a holy priest- 
| hood, to offer up spiritual sacrifices, acceptable to God 
through Jesus Christ. The Christian life,—this is the 
true liturgy. And herein is fulfilled Jehovah’s saying 
| by the mouth of his servant Haggai: “ Yet once, it is a 
little while, and I will shake the heavens and the earth, 
and the seas, and the dry land: and I will shake all 
| nations; and the Desire of all nations shall come: and I 
will fill this house with glory, saith the Lord of hosts. 
The silver is mine, and the gold is mine, saith the Lord 
of hosts. The latter glory of this house shall be greater 
than the former, saith the Lord of hosts. And in this 
| place will I give peace, saith the Lord of hosts.” Yes, 
the glory of the tabernacle spiritual is greater than the 
glory of the tabernacle material. That was the house of 
prayer for the Jews; this is the house of prayer for all 
nations. That was of cedar; this isof men. That was 
a rubric; this isa character. That was inhabited by the 
dazzling shekinah, symbol of God’s presence; this is 
inhabited by the Holy Ghost, who is God himself. What 
though no glory-cloud fills these tabernacles of ours? 
| He whom glory-cloud typified is with us. With wing 
|invisible he broods over us. With breath invisible he 
| breathes upon us. With arm invisible he upholds us. 

With finger invisible he guides us. With presence in- 
visible he inhabits us. With love invisible he baptizes 
jus. In splendor invisible he transfigures us. And in 
these moments of transfiguration faith catches glimpses 
of the true and everlasting shekinah, even of One who 
clotheth himself with light as with a garment, his face 
shining like the sun, his feet like pillars of fire, his robe 
the cloud, his crown the rainbow, his jewelry the stars. 
Yes, the cloud does cover the tent of God’s meeting, the 
glory of the Lord does fill his tabernacle. 


Lord, thy church is still thy dwelling, 
Still is precious in thy sight; 
Judah’s temple far excelling, 
Beaming with the Gospel’s light. 
Round her habitation hovering, 
See the cloud of fire appear 
For a glory and a covering, 
Showing that the Lord is near. L 

The true shekinah is God in Christ and Christ in man. 
If it be not so, if thy presence, O mighty angel of 
cloud and fire! come not up with us, bring us not up 
hither ! 

3. The tabernacle of Godhead. But glorious as the spir- 
itual tabernacle is, there is another still more glorious. 
| Turn then to survey for a moment the tabernacle of 
| Godhead itself. “I saw no temple therein: for the Lord 
| God Almighty and the Lamb are the temple of it. And 
| the city hath no need of the sun, nor of the moon, to 
shine on it; for the glory, the effulgence of God light- 
ened it, and the Lamb is the light thereof.” The Roman 
| Pantheon was not altogether a lie: for idolatry is ever- 
more the shadow, although in caricature, of truth. The 
heavenly temple is indeed Pantheon, wherein are not 
lords many and gods many, but God himself is all in 
| all, alike all-continental and self-continent. And here 
[am treading on the boundary line between the finite 
and the infinite, where all is nebulous and umbral; 
therefore let my words be few and wary. In that heay- 
enly temple, where God is all in all, the church of his 
Lamb will somehow be enshrined in him—gloriously 
involved—sublimely implicated in Deity. And yet not 
a saint shall lose his individuality or sense of personal 
identity. My finger as a finger is an individual; yet it 
is corporate and functional,—incorporate in my body, 
functional to my will. So each saint will retain his 
individuality in heaven, and yet in some ineffable sense 
will be incorporate in Deity, deliciously functional to his 
adorable will, blessed organ of him who filleth all in 
all. And herein is the difference between earth’s taber- 
nacles and the one tabernacle of heaven. Here we meet 
God: there God meets us. Here we are the temple of 
God: there God is our temple—his church evermore 





enshrined in him. And to be enshrined in God is to be 
in heaven. Godhood is heaven itself. To be in heaven 
or God is to be in the sphere of God’s principles, thoughts, 
affections, relations, purposes, methods, joys, loves, per- 
fections. This it is to be entempled in God; and higher 
than this, neither mortal or angel thought can soar, 

This then is the final meaning of tabernacle, this the 
issue and consummation of worship. 

Il. MEANING OF THE WORD “TRUE.” And so we are 
prepared for our second lesson, the meaning of the word 
“true:” “the true tabernacle.” 

The New Testament writers use the term here rendered 
true, not as opposed to what is false, but as opposed to 
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what is inferior, partial, imperfect, preliminary, anticipa- 
tive, typical. Thetrueis what is primal, ideal, archetypal, 
complete, perfect, consummate. For example, we read 
that Jesus Christ is the true light, which, coming into 
the world, enlighteneth every man; not that John the 
Baptist or the Prophets were false lights, but they were 
inferior, derived, subsidiary, prelusive lights, while Christ 
is the original, archetypal, perfect, consummate, true 
light. Again, we read, “the hour cometh, and now is, 
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shrined in that coming and true tabernacle is to let God 


world. The momentous question, then, which I put to 
every reader, is this: Art ‘how to-day a tabernacle of God, 
a habitation of the Lamb? If, through grace abounding 
to sinners, thou canst say yes, happy art thou, happier 
| still shalt thou be hereafter; for in the world to come 
| Christ will make thee a pillar in the temple of his God, 
and thou shalt nevermore go out. 





when the true worshipers will worship the Father in | 


spirit and in truth ;” 


not that all preceding worshipers | 


WHEN CHRIST WAS BORN. 


had worshiped falsely, but these new worshipers, com- | 


pared with those, worship more perfectly in accordance | 
with the ideal of worship, and therefore more truly; for | 


the ideal is almost ever more true than the actual. 
Again, we are told that Christ is the true bread from 
heaven; not that the manna of the wilderness was not 
bread, not that the loaves whereof we eat to-day are not 
bread, but earthly bread of whatever kind as compared 


with the heavenly is only a shadow, while Christ is the 
Once more, Christ himself | 


original abiding substance. 
tells us that he is the true vine; not that the vines which 
climb our earthly trellises are not vines, but compared 
with Christ they are but figures and types, while Christ 
is the true, original, archetypal vine. It is not that bya 
felicitous fortune Christ may be compared to a vine, or 
bread, or light, it is that by divine foresight in the origi- 
nal act of creating, vine and bread and light were meant 
to be figures and anticipations of Jesus Christ, the true vine, 
the true bread, the true light ; they the shadows, he the 
substance. He is not like them; they are like him. In 
like manner Godhood is the true tabernacle; not that 
these earthly tabernacles of ours are not really sanctu- 
aries, but they are only partial, imperfect, subservient, 
preliminary, anticipative. Christ entered not into holy 
places made with hands, which are only figures of 
the true, but into heaven itself, now to appear in the 
presence of God for us. No earthly tabernacle ever 
realized the ideal sanctuary. All that it ever did, or 
ever can do, is to help towards it. But God himself, 
that is to say heaven—for God is heaven and heaven 
is God—God himself is the true tabernacle, which the 
Lord pitched, and not man. The primal, archetypal, sub- 
stantial, real, final, consummate sanctuary, to which all 
other tabernacles, whether of Sinai, of Moriah, or of 
Christendom, are but preliminary and subservient. I 
saw no temple therein, for the Lord God Almighty and 
the Lamb are the temple of it. 

1 have thus attempted, with a success painfully meager, 
to unfold the idea of tabernacle. We have traced its 
course, from its origin asa rill in the cleft of Sinai to 
its shoreless expanse in the ocean of Godhood. 

LESSONS OF OUR THEME.—And now, in conclusion, 
notice, first, how sublimely this unfolding idea of taber- 
nacle illustrates the apostle’s law of growth: “That is 
not first which is spiritual, but that which is natural, and 
afterwards that which is spiritual.” First acacia, then 
flesh. First a rubric, then character. 
heaven. Christianity is evermore a religion of ideals, 
and therefore and immortally a religion of the future. 

Again, learn 
Scripture. Ever look beneath the formal and incidental, 
and therefore transient, and seize on the spiritual and 
essential and therefore abiding. The Jewish tabernacle, 
built though it was according to a pattern divinely shown, 


was never meant to be an end, only a means, anda 
the | 


means only to those who worshiped therein; 
church of the wilderness, a church under tutors and gov- 
ernors, because a church in a state of infancy and minor- 
ity. The tabernacle with its sacred furniture and rites 
was not its own end, it was but a means; it was educa- 
tional, not terminal; typal, not archetypal. The whole 
Jewish economy was but a scaffolding around the taber- 
nacle spiritual ; and when that arose the scaffolding was 
taken down. Altar. and laver, shewbread and candle- 
stick, vail and ark, priest and rubric, were done 
away in Christ; dying with him, and sharing his 
sepulchre, but not his resurrection. And yet how 
many of the ecclesiastical disputes of to-day are 
still fought in shadow of the Jewish tabernacle, as 
though the church of the wilderness were still our church! 
Let us take care, then, to emphasize the word “true” as 
well as the word “tabernacle ;” to study all teachings and 


ordinances, whether of the Old Testament or of the | 


New, not as Jews, but as Christians; to use forms, not as 
ends, but as means,—ladders by which the saved may 
climb to his eternal habitation: to live, not in a dead 
and superseded past, but in the living, vitalizing, growing, 
future; to soar from the ruins of tabernacles made with 
hands to the true and eternal tabernacle, even the Lord 
God Almighty and the Lamb! 


Lastly, the only way in which you and I can be en- | 


First earth, then | ,. : 
| ligent boy who had seen his teacher emerge from a beer | 


saloon with a cigar in his mouth, on the previous day? | 
How would the thoughtful girl judge of the sincerity of | 


the true method of studying Holy | the instructress who urged benevolence, but who wore | 


BY E. NORMAN GUNNISON, 
This is the day that Christ was born, 
The day that saw a Saviour’s birth ; 
tise, happy light, immortal morn, 
Make glad the desert spots of earth ! 
No monarch crowned with diadem, 
He cometh not a king to reign, 
But Israel’s star, and Judea’s gem, 
His dawning glads the earth again. 


He offers not an earthly prize, 
Though kingdoms are his own to give, 
But in his glad, immortal eyes 
The blind shall see, the dead shall live. 
His ways are not as ways of ours ; 
His is the dust, the toil, the heat, 
And in the pathways strewn with flowers 
He knows the thorns which pierce our feet. 


Dear Saviour, in the year now past, 

If any dear as dear could be, 
Grown weary in earth’s way, at last 

Have left these paths to walk with thee, 
Oh give no sense of balmless grief, 

Oh, give no sense of voiceless pain, 
As to a heart without relief, 

As if we might not meet again! 
Gathered beside the Christmas hearth, 

By the sweet shining of thy grace 
Let us behold the lost of earth 

As we shall some day see thy face. 
And clinging closer to the cross 

Which thou hast borne, through shame and scorn, 
Let us grow happier by loss, 

On this, the day when Christ was born. 


THE TEACHER’S INFLUENCE DURING THE 
WEEK. 
BY C. M. EAMES, 


When Sunday-school teachers appreciate the fact that 
little ears and eyes are as wide open during the other days 
of the week as upon Sunday, and that the life teachings 
are really as potential as the class instruction, then will 
we begin to reach our ideal in Sunday-school work. The 
model teacher continues his work seven days of the week. 
He does not feel that with the teaching of purity, charity, 





his pupils to look to his daily life and personal habits for 
}an exemplification of the principles taught. 
a lesson of temperance could be impressed upon an intel- 


very fine clothes, and never put a penny into the mission- 
box? None are quicker than children to notice the incon- 
sistencies of those who are showing them the way of life. 
The scholars must respect before they will be influenced. 
A young man about to be ordained for the ministry 
acknowledged that at one time he was nearly an infidel. 
“But,” said he, “there was one argument in favor of 
Christianity which I could never refute,—the consistent 
conduct of my father.” On the other hand, a professed 
| Christian, at home, went into a theater when in a distant 
city. Years afterwards he was sent for to visit a dying 
man, who charged him with the ruin of his soul. Hehad 


seen his Sunday-school superintendent go to the play- | 


house ; had followed ; been fascinated ; become hardened, 
and now lay dying, hopeless. 

Even the personal habits, such as neatness of dress, 
use of slang, etc., are quickly noticed. The great aim of 
the Sunday-school is the formation of character ; and some 
one has well said, “ By the influence of early impressions, 
the force of example, and the power of habit, the charac- 


ter becomes slowly and imperceptibly, but at length deci- 
| dedly, formed.” 


OUTLIVING ONE’S USEFULNESS. 
BY THE REV. WILLIAM W. NEWTON. 


’» 


“O Lord, grant that we may all grow old wisely!” was 
the prayer of a young minister, in a meeting, upon one 
occasion. P 


This was a good petition to make to that God who | 


is a hearer and answerer of prayer. 


and the Lamb enshrine themselves in our hearts in this | 


truthfulness, and the like, his mission ends ; but he expects 


Think you | 


For every sea- | 


son has its charms and its danger; every period of life 
has its powers and its temptations. It is not only youth 
which has its temptations: manhood and old age have 
them quite as truly as youth, and we need to pray 
“Grant that we may grow old wisely.” It was said by 
one of the old Jewish writers that the reason why the 
Jews always looked with such interest upon a beautiful 
growing boy, was because it might be that he would be the 
long-promised Messiah. But the blossoms of May do not 
| always predict the full rich gleaning in the autumn time. 
Human nature flattens out under the constant pressure 
of the world’s temptations, and moral qualities which 
were once so full of promise become dull and blunted. 
Look at Alexander the Great! when he was a youth, he 
was a noble-hearted, generous fellow, and everybody 
loved him. But as he went on, conquering kingdom after 
kingdom, and having his own way all the time, he became 
at last so selfish and cruel that his very sins killed him 
It was the same way with the great Norman duke, Wil 
liam the Conqueror. When he 
admired him, and was glad to have him succeed ; 
when he had defeated Harold the Saxon king, and 
conquered England, then he became so fierce and 
that nobody could bear to be with him ; and whi 
| to die, he was forsaken, and was left to die or 
| & monastery all alone. 

Vessels outlive their usefulness, and we see them lying 
as scattered hulks upon the shore 
their usefulness, and we turn them « 
ture lot, there to take care of themselves until their time 
comes to die. And men and women will outlive their 
usefulness unless they learn to grow old wisely. 


Was young, every one 
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t into the open pas 


But no 
| one will make a mistake who asks God to help him to 
make a success of his life. For the Apostle James says, 


| giveth to all men liberally, and it shall be given him.” 


FOR CHILDREN AT HOME. 


“HIS OWN.” 
A CHRISTMAS STORY. 
BY MISS C. B, LE ROW. 


The basement bell rang sharply, and a moment later a 
note was brought upstairs;to Mrs. Willis. “ Dear Wife.— 
Dr. Schonweil and family will dine with us to-day. Be 
ready to go with us directly after to the Union Confer- 
ence, where the Doctor is to deliver an «<ddress on ‘Our 
Christian Holidays.’ Please send the carriage around at 
once by bearer of note.—J. W. W.” 

At dinner, Deacon Willis and his guest were in their 
element. One of the Deacon’s chief interests in life was 
the great Sunday-school of which he was the head; and 
| his chief hobby in connection with it was, ‘“ Commen- 
| taries, sir, commentaries; I tell you real live teachers 
cannot have too many real live books.” As Dr. Schon- 
weil was at work on a series of such, Deacon Willis 
lost no opportunity to discuss with him the progress of 
the work. 

“Now, about that point you mentioned just before din- 
ner, Doctor. It seems to me that the tenth verse of the 
third chapter of Second Corinthians, ‘ 
exalted above measure,’ 





Lest I should be 
His 
attention had that moment been attracted to the vacant 
chair. ‘Not home yet, John,’ Mrs. Willis replied. 
A frown gathered on the father’s brow, and it required no 
little effort apparently, on his part, to conceal his annoy- 
ance. “I was particularly anxious that Oscar should 
meet Dr. Schonweil to-night and hear him speak. 
you any idea how soon he will be in?” 

| “JT have not, John; but we can leave word for him to 
| come around to the church if —” 

“QO mamma!” exclaimed little six-year-old Gertie, 
“please let me situp and keep house, and tell brother 
| Oscar where to go, may 1?” and so as a great privilege 
| she was left nestled down at the foot of the stairs with a 

new picture-book, under the hall light. She could 
scarcely believe her own sleepy eyes when, an hour later, 
she looked up, at the rattle of a door-key, to see her 
brother enter the hall. Her brother! A young man of 
twenty, tall, finely formed, well dressed, but with hair 
| and clothes in disorder, and a hard stare in his black eyes. 

“Hullo, Gert! what you roosting there for?” He 
reeled as he tried to push her aside. “ Where’s the dea- 
con?” 

“Why, Oscar! are you sick? you look so dreadful 
so—” . 

“Shut up, young one! do you hear? if you don’t look 
| out, father’ll be wanting to make a preacher of you too, 
sure as swearing. Where is he?” 

“Papa and mamma went to church to-night to hear 


Wife, where’s Oscar?” 


Have 


| 
} 
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that nice old Dr. Schonweil, with the white hair, talk 
about Christmas. They wanted you to go too, and—”’ 

“ Wanted me to go, did they? I’ve a good mind to— 
church—ha, ha! I’m to run one myself some day. 
What larks it would be to play associate pastor with your 
nice, white-haired old What’s-his-name, wouldn’t it?” 

The child fell on his neck, and burst into tears. Some- 
thing was horribly wrong, that was all she knew. Her 
great sobs helped to sober him, and he kissed the little 
sister and went off to bed, muttering something about a 
headache. 

The deacon was not in a pleasant mood that night. 
For some weeks he had been irritated by his son’s care- 
lessness concerning many things dear to the father’s 
heart, and the evening’s disappointment was the last 
straw added to an already heavy burden. 

“Oscar is in his room,—is he?” he asked his wife on 
their return. 

“Yes; 

“You don’t know, I suppose, when he came home, or 


where he was this evening?” 
‘* 


asleep.” 


YO. 


“Nor last night, nor the night before last?” He con- 


1 growing more and more angry. “Oscar must 

is sort of thing. Yesterday I heard of his being 

er with that Ned Barton. I have forbidden his 
<sociating with Ned Barton,—a man who is a disgrace 


lis family and all—” 


© husband ! suppose our boy should ever be led into 
temptation as poor Ned was?” 
‘Then 


1e would take the consequences,—that’s all. 
[t is just this foolish notion of sympathy that encourages 
evil-doers. I don’t believe in it; and I always live up 
to my principles.” 


Oscar Willis rose late the next morning, after his | 


father had left the house, and idled over his breakfast 
with very little appetite. 
“To-morrow is Christmas, you know, Oscar.” 





dreadful storm for the poor wretches to be turned out in. | 


Our Benevolent Society must be up and doing.” 
stirred the fire into a brighter blaze. 
rang out violently. 

“ A— some one to see you, sir,” announced a servant, 
evidently in doubt as to the proper designation for the 
“some one.” 


He 
The front-door bell 


Deacon Willis descended to the parlor to find his vis- | 


itor,—a shabby, haggard man, strangely out of keeping 
with the elegant room. Poor Ned Barton! He went 
rapidly “tothe bad” after the deacon discharged him for 
being “a little wild.” Folks had said that if at that time 
he had been helped along a little by the deacon, instead 
of— But folks often say uncharitable things. 

“T see you don’t know me, sir,” he began. “I’vé 
changed some since I used to work for you, but that’s 
neither here nor there. Your son has been in St. John’s 
Hospital nigh on to two months. I’ve done what I could 
for him—’twasn’t much. The fire last night broke out in 
his ward. He would not like to have me come to you, 
but I thought that perhaps you’d like another chance to 
give him a lift, and if—” 

The deacon was in the hall, putting on his great-coat. 
A few hours later Oscar Willis lay on a lounge in his 
mother’s room, his hands held fast by mother and little 
sister. Deacon Willis held the Bible in his hand. 
the regular hour for worship. 

“ Father.” 

“ What, my boy?” 

‘“‘ Read—read the chapter I heard the last time I was— 
was brought home—about ‘ his own.’ ” 

His mother’s hand was laid softly on his head. 

“ His own has received him,” she said. . 

“And of his fullness have we all received, and grace for 


It was 


| grace,” read his father. 


It was | 


the loving mother’s sweet, low voice that spoke to the | 


wayward, idolized son. 

“And I’ve made something lovely for you, Oscar,” 
added Gertie; “are you going to hang up your stocking 
so I can put it in?” 

“* Of course you will be at home with us, my dear boy?” 
the mother resumed. 

“ Well, I’ve made an engagement with Barton and the 
boys to go over to Norris’s to-day, and I may want to 
stay all night.” 

But he listened gravely to the loving, earnest words 
that followed, and at last volunteered the remark, “I'd 
do anything to please you,mother. I’ll be home to-night, 
sure.” 

But dinner-time came and passed without him. The 
evening went slowly by. Little Gertie had gone reluc- 
tantly to bed, afraid that Brother Oscar had another head- 
ache; and atalate hour husband and wife drew near 
together for evening worship. 

The deacon opened to the first chapter of John. “In 
the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God 
and the Word was God.” He read slowly on to the 
eleventh verse. “He came unto his own, and his own 
received him not. But as many—” 

A noisy hiccough startled them. 

‘Jus’ what I was ’fraid of—that’s why I didn’t wanter 
to come home ; he made me ;” and the young man pointed 
with a leer toa policeman who confronted the horrified 
father and mother. 

“This is very bad business, butI had to do my duty, 
sir. But I knew this young man was your only son, and 
couldn’t find it in my heart to go to the station-house.” 

“ Station-house—my son !—Oscar!” 

Deacon Willis stood erect, his clenched hand on the 
open Bible. 

“Sorry, sir, sorry, though we see a great deal of this sort 
of thing.” 

He didn’t want to come home, but— 

“He knew best,—he doesn’t belong here,” came slowly 
from the old man in a hard, set tone. 

“© husband, remember,—our boy, and to-morrow is 
Christmas Day !”’ 

“Hush!” The frenzied man pushed her hand from his 
arm. “Take him away!” he cried; “take him away!” 
and as the two passed out of sight together, the father 
dropped heavily into his chair, his head falling on the 
book before him, his gray hair obscuring the words he 
had just read. 

A year later and the family were gathered in Mrs. 
Willis’s sick-room. She had never left it since the night 
of her son’s banishment. Now, wrapped ina fleecy shawl, 
she sat beside the window, gazing into the bitter storm 
which raged without. It had been snowing some hours. 

“St. John’s Hospital was burned last night, I see, wife,” 


“And to-morrow is another Christmas,”’ 


said Gertie, 
when prayers were over. 


“Vil hang up yourstocking for 
you, Oscar, for ’ve been saving something for you all this 
time.” 


INTERNATIONAL LESSONS FOR 1879. 


FIRST QUARTER. 
January 5. 
1. The Second Temple. Ezra 3: 1-13. Memory verses: 10-13. 
Golden Text. And all the people shouted witha great shout, when they 
praised the Lord, because the foundation of the house of the Lord was 


| laid. Ezra3: 11. 


January 12. 

2. The Dedication. Ezra 6: 14-22. Memory verses: 19-22. 

Golden Text. The glory of this latter house shall be greater than of the 
former, saith the Lord of bosts: and in this place will I give peace, saith 
the Lord of hosts. Hag. 2: 9. 

January 19. 

3. The Mission of Nehemiah. Neh.2:1-8. Memory verses: 438. 

Golden Text. The God of heaven, he will prosper us; therefore we his 
servants will arise and build. Neh. 2: 20. 

January 26. 

4. The Builders Interrupted. Neh.4:7-18. Memory verses: 15-18. 

Golden Text. Nevertheless we made our prayer unto our God, and set 
a watch against them day and night, because ofthem. Neh. 4: 9. 

February 2. 
5. The Reading ofthe Law. Neh. &: 1-8. 
Golden Text. 


Memory verses : 1-3. 
The entrance of thy words giveth light; it giveth under- 


standing unto the simple. Psa. 119: 130. 
February 9. 
6. The Keeping of the Sabbath. Neh. 13: 15-22. Memory verses: 19-22. 
Golden Text. Remember the Sabbath day to keep it holy. Ex. 20: 8 


February 16. 
“1. The Way of the Righteous. Psa. 1: 1-6. 
Golden Text. But the path of the just is as the shining light, that shineth 
more and more unto the perfect day. Prov.4: 18 


Memory verses: 1-6. 


February 23. 
8. The Kingin Zion. Psa.2: 1-12. Memory verses: 1-6. 
Golden Text. God hath made that same Jesus, whom ve have crucified, 
both Lord and Christ. Acts 2 
March 2. 
9. The Prayer of the Penitent. Psa. 51: 1-13. Memory verses: 9-13. 
Golden Text. Wash me ti mine iniquity, and cleanse me 
from my sin. Psa. 51: 2. 
Mar , 
10. The Joy of Forgiveness. P 2:1-ll. Memory verses: 7-11. 
Golden Text. Blessed ishe whose transgression is forgiven, whose sin is 
covered. Psa. 32: 1. 
March 16. 
11. Delight in God's House. Psa. $4: 1-12. Memory verses: $12. 
Golden Text. Blessed are they that dwell in thy house: they will be 


still praising thee. Psa. 84: 4. 

March 23. 
Psa. 139: 1-12. 
Thou God seest me. 


12. The All-Seeing God 
Golden Tezxt. 


Memory verses: 1-6, 
Gen, 16: 13. 

March 30. 
13. Review, or lesson selected by the school. 


SECOND QUARTER ° 
April 6. 


1. Sanctified Affliction. Job 33: 14-30. 







Memory verses: 23-26 





Golden Text. My son, despise not thou the chastening of the Lord, nor 
faint when thou art rebukedof him. Heb, 12 
April 14. 
2. Prosperity Restored. Job 42: 1-10. Memory verses: 1-6, 10 
Golden Text. Behold, we count them happy which endure. James 11. 


April 20. 
Esther 4: 10-17. Memory verses: 13-16, 
Commit thy way unto the Lord: trust also in him 


3. Queen Esther. 


Golden Text. ; and 


he shall bring it to pass. Psa. 37: 5. 
April 27. 
4. The Coming Saviour. Isa. 42: 1-10. Memory verses: 1-4. 


Golden Text. 
Matt. 3: 17. 


This is my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased. 


May 4. 
Isa. 53: 1-12. Memory verses: 1-6. 
Who his own self bare our sins in his own body on the 
1 Peter 2: 24, 


5. The Suffering Saviour. 
Golden Text. 
tree, 


805 


May ll. 
Isa, 55; 1-ll. Memory verses: 1, 6-8. 


Golden Text, If any man thirst, let him come unto me, and drink 


John 7 : 37. 
May 18. 
7. The Saviour’s Kingdom. Micah 4: 1-8. Memory verses: 1-4. 
Golden Text. Come, and let us go up to the mountain of the Lord, and 
to the house of the God of Jacob. Micah 4: 2. 
May 25. 
8. The Holy Spirit Promised. Joel 2 : 28-32. 
} Golden Text. 


Memory verses: 28-32. 
But ye shall receive power, after that the Holy Ghost is 
|} come upon you. Acts 1: 8. 

June 1. 
Ezek. 26: 7-14. Memory verses : 7, 13, 14 
Heaven and earth shall, ass away, but my words shall 
Matt. 4: 35. 


| 9, Prophecy against Tyre. 
Golden Text. 
not pass away. 


June 8 

10. The Valley of Dry Bones. Ezek. 37: 1-10. Memory verses : 7-10. 

Golden Text. It is the Spirit that quickeneth; the flesh profiteth noth 
ing; the words that I speak unto you, they are spirit and they are life. 
John 6: 63. 

June 15. 
Zech. 4: 1-14. Memory verses: 4-7. 
Not by might, nor by power, but by my Spirit, saith the 
Zech, 4: 6. 


11. The Need of God's Spirit. 
Goiden Text. 
| Lord of hosts. 


June 22. 
12. Consecration to God. Mal. 3: 818. Memory verses: 16-18. 
Golden Text. And they shall be mine, saith the Lord of hosts, in tha 
day when I make up my jewels. Mal. 3: 17. 
June 29. 
13. Review, or lesson selected by the school. 


THIRD QUARTER. 
July 6. 
1. Peace with God. Rom.5:1-10. Memory verses: 6-10. 
Golden Text. Therefore being justified by faith, we have peace with 
God through our Lord Jesus Christ. Rom. 5: 1. 
July 13. 
Rom. 8: 28-39. Memory verses : 35-39. 
If God be for us, who can be against us? Rom. 8: 3). 
July 20, 
3. Christian Love. 1 Cor. 13: 1-13. Memory verses: 4-8. 
Golden Text. And now abideth faith, hope, charity, these three; but 
the greatest of these is charity. 1 Cor. 13: 13. 
July 27. 
4. Victory over Death. 1 Cor. 15: 50-58. Memory verses: 54-57. 
Golden Text. Jesus said unto her, I am the resurrection, and the life: 
he that believeth in me, though he were dead, yet shall he live. John 
ll: 25. 


2. The Security of Believers. 
Golden Text. 


August 3. 
5. The Ministry of Reconciliation. 2 Cor. 5: 1421. Memory verses: 1s-21 
Golden Text. We pray you in Christ's stead, be ye reconciled to God 
2 Cor. 5: 20. 
August 10. 
6. The Fruit of the Spirit. Gal. 5: 22-26; 6:19. Memory verses: 22-28, 
Golden Text. Be not deceived; God is not mocked: for whatsoever a 
man soweth, that shall he also reap. Gal. 6: 7. 
August 17. 
7. The Christian Armor. Eph. 6: 10-20. Memory verses: 14-17. 
Golden Text. Put on the whole armor of God, that ye may be able to 
stand against the wiles of the devil. Eph. 6: 11. 
August 24. 
Phil, 2: 1-13. Memory verses: 5-11. 
Let this mind be in you, which was also in Christ Jesus. 


8. The Mind of Christ. 
Golden Text. 
Phil. 2: 5. 
August 31. 
Col. 3: 16-25. Memory verses: 16-20. , 
And whatsoever ye do, do it heartily, as to the Lord, and 
Col. 3: 23. 


9. Practical Religion. 
tiolden Text. 
not unto men. 
September 7. 
1 Thess. 4: 13-18. Memory verses: 13-18. 
And so shall we ever be with the Lord. 1 Thess. 4: 17. 
September 14. 
11. The Christian in the World. 1 Tim. 6: 6-16. Memory verses: 912. 
Golden Text. They are not of the world, even asI am not of the world 
John 17: 16. 


10. The Coming of the Lord. 
Golden Text. 


September 21. 
12. The Christian Citizen. Titus 3: 1-9. Memory verses: 1-5. 
Golden Text. Render therefore unto Cesar thethings which are Cesar’s 
and unto God the things that are God's. Matt. 22: 21. 
September 28. 
13. Review, or lesson selected by the school. 





FOURTH QUARTER. 
October 5. 
Heb. 4: 14-16; 5:14. Memory verses: 14-16. 
Seeing he ever liveth to make intercession for them 


1. Our Great High-Priest. 
| Golden Text. 
| Heb. 7: 25. 

October 12. 
Heb. 9: 1-12. Memory verses: 8-12. 
For by one offering he hath perfected for ever them that 
Heb. 10: 14, 


2. The Types Explained. 

Golden Text. 
| are sanctified. 

October 19. 
Heb. 11: 1-10. 
For he endured, as seeing him who is invisible. 


3. The Triumphs of Faith 
Golden Text. 


11: 27 


Memory verses: 1-4. 
Heb 


October 26. 
4. Faith and Works. James 2: 14-26. Memory verses: 14-18. 
Golden Text. For as the body without the spirit is dead, so faith with- 
out works is dead also. James 2: 26. 
November 2. 
1 Peter 2: 19-25. Memory verses: 19-25. 
Who did no sin, neither was guile found in his mouth 


5. The Perfect Pattern. 
Golden Text. 
1 Peter 2: 22. 
November 9. 
1 John 1: 1-10. Memory verses: 5-9. 
The blood of Jesus Christ his Son cleanseth us from a 


6. The Perfect Saviour. 
Golden Text. 
sin. 1John1:7 

November 16. 
1 John 4: 7-16. 
We love him, because he first loved us. 
November 23. 
Rey. 1: 10-20. Memory verses: 12-18. 
Golden Text. Lam Alphaand Omega, the beginning and the ending, 
saith the Lord, which is, and which was, and which is to come, the 
Almighty. Rev.1:8 


1. The Love of the Father. 
Golden Text. 


Memory verses: 7-11. 
1 John 4: 19 


8. The Glorified Saviour 


November 30. 
9. The Message to the Churches. Rev. 3: 1-13. 
Golden Text. Hold that fast which thou hast, that no man take thy 
crown Rev. 3: 11 


Memory verses: 1-5 


December 7. 
Rev. 5: 1-14. Memory verses: 912. 
Worthy is the Lamb that was slain to receive power, and 
riches, and wisdom, and strength, and honor, and glory, and blessing 
Rev. 5: 12, 


10. The Heavenly Song 


Golden Text. 


December 14. 
11. The Heavenly City. Rev. 21: 21-29; 22: 1-5. Memory verses: 1-5. 
Golden Text. For he loo ‘ed for acity which hath foundations, whose 
builder and maker is God, Heb. 11: 10. 

December 21. 
12. The Last Words. Rev. 22: 10-21. Memory verses: 16-21 
Golden Text. The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all 

|; Amen. Rev. 22: 21. 

December 28. 

13. Review, or lesson selected by the sehool 
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LESSON HELPS. 


INTERNATIONAL SERIES. 
LESSON CALENDAR, 
| Fourth Quarter, 1878.]} 
STUDIES IN THE GOSPEL ACCORDING TO LUKE, 


12. December 22.—The Saviour's Last Words...... eoceseosece Luke 2 : 44-53 


13. December 29.— Review. 


| First Quarter, 1879.] 
The Second Temple.... 
The Dedication 


~ 


Ezra 3: 1-13 
Ezra 6: 14-22 


January 5. 
2. January 12. 


3. January 19.—The Mission of Nehemiah.... Nehemiah 2: 1-8 
4. January 2%6.—The Builders Interrupted............. Nehemiah 4: 7-18 
5. February 2.—The Reading of the Law Nehemiah 8; 1-8 
6. February 9.—The Keeping of the Sabbath Nehemiah 13: 15-22 


The Way of the Righteous 

The King in Zion 

The Prayer of the Px 

The Joy of Forgiveness 
Delight in God's ILous« 
-The All-seeing God 
Review. 


Psalm 1: 1-6 
Psalm 2: 1-12 
Psalm 51: 1-13 
Psalm 32: 1-11 

pieces Psalm 84: 1-12 


Psalm 139 : 1-12 


7. February 16. 
8 February 23 
March 2. 

10. March 9. 

ll. March 16 
12. March 23. 
13. March 30. 


nitent 


t 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES. 


BIBLE LIGHTS. 


Ezra 3: 1. The seventh month.——And this shall bea 
statute for ever unto you: that in the seventh month, on the tenth 
day of the month, ye shall afflict your souls, and do no work at 
all, whether it be one of your own country, or a stranger that 
sojourneth among you. Lev. 16: 29.——Speak unto the chil- 
dren of Israel, saying, In the seventh month, in the first day of 
the month, shall ye have a sabbath, a memorial of blowing of 
trumpets, a holy convocation. Lev. 23: 24.——In the seventh 
month, on the first day of the month, ye shall have a holy con- 
Num. 29: 1. 


law before the congregation both of men and women, and all 


vocation, And Ezra the priest brought the 
that could hear with understanding, upon the first day of the 


seventh month. And they found written in the law which the 
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| everlasting to everlasting. Psa. 103: 17——O give thanks 
| unto the Lord ; for he is good: for his mercy endureth forever. 


Psa, 106: 1.——Praise the Lord; for the Lord is good: sing 
praises unto his name; for it is pleasant. Psa. 135: 3.——His 
mercy is on them that fear him from generation to generation. 
Luke 1: 50. 

All the people shouted.——And it came to pass at the 
seventh time, when the priests blew with the trumpets, Joshua 
said unto the people, Shout; for the Lord hath given you the 
city. So the people shouted when the priests blew with the 
trumpets: and it came to pass, when the people heard the sound 
of the trumpet, and the people shouted with 4 great shout, that 
the wall fell down flat. 
with the voice of triumph. 
thou inhabitant of Zion. —Sing, O ye heavens ; 
for the Lord hath done it: shout, ye lower parts of the earth. 


Josh. 6: 16, 20.— Shout unto God 
Psa. 47 : 


Isa. 12: 6. 


i.—Cry out and shout, 


| Isa. 44: 23. 


Lord had commanded by Moses, that the children of Israel 
should dwell in booths in the feast of the seventh month. Neh. | 
§: 2, 14. 

As one man.——Then all the children of Israel went out, | 


and the congregation was gathered together as one man, from 


Dan even to Beer-sheba. Judg. 20: 1.——And all the people 


gathered themselves together as one man into the street that was | 


before the water gate. Neh. 8: 1.——Then will I 


turn to the | 


people a pure language, that they may all call upon the name of | 


the Lord, to serve him with one consent. Zeph 3: 9.——Con- 
| tinuing daily with one accord inthe temple. Acts 2: 46.—— 


| And the multitude of them that believed were of one heart and 


LESSON 1, SUNDAY, JANUARY 5, 1879. 
Title: THE SECOND TEMPLE. 


GOLDEN TEXT: AND ALL THE PEOPLE SHOUTED WITH A GREAT 
SHOUT, WHEN THEY PRAISED THE LORD, BECAUSK THE FOUNDATION 
OF THE HOUSE OF THE LORD WAS LAID. Uzra 3: i. 


Lesson Topic? Laying New Foundations. 
Worshiping, v. 1-6. 
Working, v. 7-9. 

10-13. 


Outline : ¢ 
( Praising, v. 


HOME READINGS. 


Monday, Dec. 30: Ezra 3:1-13. Laying new foundations. 
Tuesday, Dec. 31: Gen, 28: 10-22. The house of God Bethel. 
Wednesday, Jan. 1: 1 Kings 6: 1-14. The first temple. 
Thursday, Jan. 2: Ezra1: 1-11. The second temple. 
Friday, Jan. 3: John 2: 17-25. The third temple. 

Saturday, Jan. 4: 1 Cor. 3: 9-17. The spiritual temple. 

Rev. 21: 10-22. The city without a temple. 


LESSON TEXT. 
1-13.] 


Sunday, Jan, 5: 


[Ezra 3: 


1. And when the seventh month was come, and the children 
of Israel were in the cities, the people gathered themselves to- 
gether as one man to Jerusalem. 

2. Then stood up Jeshua, the son of Jozadak, and his brethren 
the priests, and Zerubbabel the son of Shealtiel, and his brethren, 
and builded the altar of the God of Israel, to offer burnt offerings 
thereon as it is written in the law of Moses the man of God. 

3. And they set the altar upon his bases; for fear was upon 
them because of the people of those countries ; and they offered 
burnt offerings thereon unto the Lorp, even burnt offerings 
morning and evening. 

4. They kept also the feast of tabernacles, as it is written, 
and offered the daily burnt offerings by number, according to 
the custom, as the duty of every day required; 

5. And afterward offered the continual burnt offering, both of 
the new moons, and of all the set feasts of the LorpD that were 
consecrated, and of every one that willingly offered a freewill 
offering unto the Lorb. 





6. From the first day of the seventh month began they to offer 
But the foundation of the tem- 
ple of the LORD, was not yet laid. 


burnt offerings unto the Lord. 
7. They gave money also unto the masons, and to the carpen- 


them of Tyre, to bring cedar trees from Lebanon to the sea of 
Joppa, according to the grant that they had of Cyrus, king of 
Persia. 

8. Now in the second year of their coming unto the house of 
God at Jerusalem, in the second month, began Zerubbabel the 
son of Shealtiel, and Jeshua the son of Jozadak, and the rem- 
nant of their brethren the priests and the Levites, and all they 
that were come out of the captivity unto Jerusalem ; and ap- 
pointed the Leyites, from twenty years old and upward, to set 
forward the work of the house of the Lorp. 

9. Then stood Jeshua with his sons and his brethren, Kadmiel 
and his sons, the sons of Judah, together, to set forward the work- 
men in the house of God: the sons of Henadad, with their sons 
and their brethren the Levites,. 

10. And when the builders laid the foundation of the temple 
of the Lonp, they set the priests in their apparel with trumpets, 
and the Leyvites the sons of Asaph with cymbals, to praise the 
LoRD, after the ordinance of David king of Israel. 





11. And they sang together by course in praising and giving | 


thanks unto the LORD; because he is good, for his merey en- | 


dureth forever toward Israel. And all the people shouted with 
a great shout, when they praised the LoRD, because the foun- 
dation of the house of the LoRD was laid. 

12. But many of the priests and Levites and chief of the 
fathers, who were ancient men, that had seen the first house, 
when the foundation of this house was laid before their eyes, 
wept with a loud voice ; and many shouted aloud for joy : 

13. So that the people could not discern the noise of the shout 
of joy from the noise of the weeping of the people: for the peo- 
ple shouted with a loud shout, and the noise was heard afar off. 





Acts 4: 32. 

V. 3. Fear was upon them.—tThen | proclaimed a fast 
there, at the river of Ahava, that we might afflict ourselves 
before our God, to seek of him a right way for us, and for our 
Ezra 8: 21.——The Lord 
is my light and my salvation; whom shall I fear? the Lord is 
the strength of my life; of whom shall I be afraid? Psa. 27: 1. 

—Mine enemies would daily swallow me up : for they be many 
that fight against me,O thou Most High. What time I am 
afraid, I will trust in thee. 


of one soul. 





little ones, and for all our substance. 


Psa. 56: 2, 3. 





. V.4. As the duty... required.- And the task mas- 
ters hasted them, saying, Fulfil your works, your daily tasks, as 
Ex. 5: 13.—Now this is that which 
thou shalt offer upon the altar; two lambs of the first year day 
by day continually. Ex. 29: 38. 


when there was straw. 





V.5. The continual burnt offering. This shall be 
a continual burnt offering throughout your generations at the 
door of the tabernacle of the congregation before the Lord where 
I will meet you, to speak there unto thee. Ex. 29: 42.——This 
is the offering made by fire which ye shall offer unto the Lord; 
two lambs of the first year without spot day by day, for a con- 
tinual burnt offering. Num. 28: 3. 

Willingly.——He shall offer it of his own voluntary will at 
the door of the tabernacle of the congregation before the Lord. 
Ley. 1: 3.——And the congregation brought in sacrifices and 
thank offerings; and as many as were of a free heart, burnt 
2Chron,. 29: 31.——If there be first a willing mind, 
it is accepted according to that a man hath, and not according 
to that he hath not. 2 Cor. 8: 12.——God loveth a cheerful 
giver. 


offerings. 


2 Cor. 9: 7. 

Vv. 7. Gave money. And they gave the money, being 
told, unto the hands of them that did the work. 
12: 11. Go up to Hilkiah the high priest, that he may sum 
the silver which is brought into the house of the Lord, which 





2 Kings 





the keepers of the door have gathered of the people. 
22: 4. Thus they did day by day, and gathered money in 
abundance. 2 Chron, 24: 11. 

Gave ... meat.——Thou shalt accomplish my desire, in 
giving food for my household. 


2 Kings 





1 Kings 5: 9.—Now therefore 


V.12. Wept.— He that 


precious seed, shall doubtless 


goeth forth 


come again 


and weepeth, bearing 
with rejoicing, bring- 


| ing his sheaves with him. Psa. 126: 6.—*-They shall come 
with weeping, and with supplications will I lead them. Jer. 
31: 9.—Jesus wept. John 11: 35. 

V.13. The noise was heard afar off.——And when 
Joshua heard the noise of the people as they shouted, he said 
unto Moses, 7’here is a noise of war in the camp. Ex. 32: 17. 





——And when the ark of the covenant of the Lord came into 
the camp, all Israel shouted with a great shout, so that the 
earth rang again. 1 Sam. 4: 5.——And all the people came up. 
after him, and the people piped with pipes, and rejoiced with 
great joy, so that the earth rent with the sound of them. 
1 Kings 1: 40.—Make a joyful noise unto the Lord, all ye 
lands. Psa. 100: 1. 


LESSON 


BY 


FRAMEWORK, 


THE REV. GEORGE A. PELTZ. 


yas the 
lesson was com- 


On Sunday, June 23, 1878, the Decree of Cyrus 
subject of the International lesson. This 
prised in 2 Chron. 36 : 22, 23, though with important addi- 
tions the decree is repeated in Ezra 1: 1-4. It is also given 
in the apocryphal book 1 Esdras, chapter 2: 1-5. This decree 
was issued in the first year of the individual reign of Cyrus 
over the Jews in Babylon and its surrounding districts ; that 
is, in 536 B.C. (2 Chron. 36: Ezral:1; 5:13). The 
decree included three points: (1.) Cyrus was appointed to 
rebuild the temple; (2.) All Jews who so elected were at 
liberty to return to Jerusalem and assist in this work ; 
(3.) The people who remained were all exhorted to con- 
tribute freely to aid the undertaking. 
given in Ezra 1: 1-4. 

This decree met with a prompt response from the Jews 
themselves, and from their neighbors. Cyrus too aided 
them by restoring the vessels which had been captured from 
the former temple (Ezra 1: 5-11). These vessels were 
delivered to Sheshbazzar, a, prince of Judah, whom Cyrus 
had appointed governor of the expedition (Ezra 1:8, 11; 
5: 14,16). This man is identical with Zerubbabel, as will 
appear by comparing the texts just cited with Ezra2: 2; 
3:2,8;4:3;5:2; Hag.1:1. The first of these 
Chaldee or Babylonish; the other, Hebrew. 
of those who returned is given in Ezra, chapter 2. 


9). 


any 


See the decree as 


names is 
The catalogue 
These 


are classified (1.). By families and households (verses 1-35) ; 


| (2.) As priests, Levites, and servants of the temple (verse 


| 36-59) ; 


the wheat, and the barley, the oil, and the wine, which my lord | 


hath spoken of, let him send unto his servants. 2 Chron. 2: 15, 
e 
V.10. Priests in their apparel.——aAnd for Aaron’s 


sons thou shalt make coats, and thou shalt make for them gir- 


é 3 hee dies, and bonnets shalt thou make for them, for glory and for 
ters; and meat, and drink, and oil, unto them of Zidon, and to | 


Ex. 28: 
fell upon the priests, and slew on that day fourscore and five 
1 Sam, 22: 18. And 
David was clothed with a robe of fine linen, and all the Levites 
that bare the ark, and the singers, and Chenaniah the master of 
the song with the singers: David also had upon him an ephod 
1 Chron, 15: 27. 


After the ordinance... 
set over the service of song in the house of the Lord, after that 
the ark had rest. 1 Chron. 6: 31.——And he appointed certain 
of the Levites to minister before the ark of the Lord, and to 
record, and to thank and praise the Lord God of Israel. 1 Chron. 
16: 4. 
which I made, said David, to praise therewith. 


beauty. 40.—And Doeg the Edomite turned, and he 


persons that did wear a linen ephod. 





of linen. 


——F our thousand praised the Lord with the instruments 
1 Chron, 23: 5. 

——And he set the Levites in the house of the Lord with eym- 
bals, with psalteries. and with harps, according to the command- 
ment of David, and of Gad the king’s seer, and Nathan the 
prophet: for so was the commandment of the Lord by his 
prophets. 2 Chron. 29: 25. 

V. 11. Sang together by course.——And Miriam 
answered them, Sing ye to the Lord, for he hath triumphed 
gloriously : the horse and his rider hath he thrown into the sea. 
Ex. 12: 21. 
thanks in the house of God. 


——So stood the two companies of them that gave 
Neh, 12: 40.——Lift up your 
heads, O ye gates; and be ye lifted up, ye everlasting doors; 
and the King of glory shall come in. Who is this King of glory ? 
the Lord strong and mighty, the Lord mighty in battle. Psa. 
24: 7, 8.——And one cried unto another and said, Holy, holy, 


holy, is the Lord of hosts. Isa. 6: 3. 





Because he is good.,- 


(3.) As 
(verses 59-64). 


people and priests without genealogy 
The sum-total of persons and beasts return- 
ing is there given (verses 65-67), and their various contribu- 
tions are specified (verses 68-70). By the narrative thus 
summarized, Ezra leads his readers from the decree of 
restoration to the actual work at Jerusalem, which work as 
set forth in chapter 3, constitutes the subject-matter of the 
lesson now under consideration. 

The distance between Babylon and Jerusalem is some 
five hundred miles, the Arabian desert intervening. It is 


| hardly likely that with so great a company the direct pas- 


——And these are they whom David | 


| the temple equipment for this was then wanting. 
The mercy of the Lord és from | rather an effort to do the best possible, by re-establishing the 


sage westward to Jerusalem would have been undertaken. 
The caravan would rather have journeyed northward in the 
usual caravan-way, via Palmyra and the regions of Damas- 
cus, in which route a water supply is found at practicable 
distances. 
soon reaching the fertile regions of Bashan and the Jordan 
Valley. 
and its accomplishment probably required some two months. 


Thence they would move toward the south-west, 
The distance traversed was thus greatly increased, 


The exiles settled in the cities of their fathers respectively, 
and spent a little time in necessary adjustments, before 
going up to their metropolis (Ezra 2:70; 3:1 

In the 
journey and their settlement several months were consumed ; 


The caravan probably left Babylon in the spring. 


but when the seventh month of their sacred year drew near, 
they were ready to assemble at the holy city. The seventh 
month was a great festival month with them. In it occurred 
the day of atonement (Lev. 16: 29-34), and the feast of 
tabernacles (Lev. 23-44). 
latter feast was very congenial, doubtless, to the spirit of the 
The restoration of the altar and its 
service was hardly an effort to keep the day of atonement, as 


92. 
avs 


The joyful character of the 
people at this time. 


It was 
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sacrificial services. The feast of tabernacles was duly | from idolatry, which had clung to them like a poisonous | fifteenth day of the seventh month.—As it is written; see 


observed, and “all the set feasts of the Lord,’ from that 
time forward. See verses 1-6, of the lesson. 

Worship was thus begun anew, ‘but “the foundation of 
the temple of the Lord was not yet laid” (verse 6). But 
For the 
text of “the grant” referred to, see chapter 6: 3-12. The 
work of rebuilding was formerly begun in the second month 


they sprang to this work also, as verse 7 shows. 


of the next year. This beginning, with its organization, its 
services, and its effects upon the people, is described in verses 
8-13 of the lesson. The saddening comparison of this tem- 


:3; Zech. 
had respect to the circumstances of the people, as 


ple with that of Solomon 
4:10) 
well as to the character of the work. 


verses 12, 13; Hag. 2 


It may be, too, that 
they had a sense of the fact that this temple would be desti- 
tute of the ark, the shekinah, and the Urim and Thummim. 
True, agreater glory was in store for this temple (Hag. 2: 9), 
but faith may not have grasped that fact. 





The references 
of the Scriptures to the respective sizes of Solomon’s and | 


Zerubbabel’s temples show that the latter was larger than 
the former, but in all other respects it was incalculably | 
inferior. 18: 6:1-38, and Ezra 
6: 3-4. 


ples is to the effect that in the second temple 


Compare 1 Kings 5: 17, 
The best critical judgment as to the size of the tem- 
“ almost every 
dimension had been increased one third” above that of 
Solomon. 


garment from the earliest times till now. How this came 


about, we do not exactly know. No doubt their national | 
degradation and affliction had a purifying effect on them; 
and then it is to be recollected that those who returned were | 
of the better sort, the sober-minded and God-seeking. God | 
sifted the people, and 
founded the new Jewish state with better materials, and 


in his providence had thus 
under better conditions for cherishing and transmitting a 
pure spiritual faith and worship, especially in that they were 
now isolated in a measure from surrounding nations, and 
saw that their previous suffering had come from apostasy 


from their God. This feeling also led them to a more 


| earnest study of their law, particularly through the influence 
| of Ezra; and this study again increased their isolation, and 
| determined their religious development down to the coming 


of Christ. 


books of Ezra and Nehemiah, which describe the beginnings 


There is, therefore, a deep interest for us in the 


of the new era. Here we look back to the vanished glory and 


| bitter misfortunes of Israel, and forward through checkered 


political fortunes, and through a line of priests and scribes, 
to the people among whom Jesus Christ lived and taught; 
we have here the germ of the New Testament times. The 
book of Ezra consists of two parts : 1. Chapters 1-6 describe the 
history B.C. 536-515, from the return from exile to the comple- 
tion of the temple-building ; 2. Chapter 7 begins with the visit 


| of Ezra to Jerusalem B.C. 458 (or 457), and the remainder of | 


CRITICAL NOTES. 
BY C. H. TOY, D.D., LL.D. 
PARALLEL TRANSLATION. 


(1.) And the seventh month arrived, and the children of 
Israel were in the cities; and the people gathered themselves 
together as one man to Jerusalem. (2.) Then stood up | 
Jeshua, the son of Josadak, and his brethren the priests, and 
Zerubbabel, the son of Shealtiel, and» his brethren, and | 
built the altar of the God of Israel, to offer burnt offerings 
thereon, as it is written in the law of Moses, the man of 
God. (3.) And they set the altar on its bases, for fear was | 
on them because of the peoples of the lands; and they offered 
thereon burnt offerings to Jehovah, burnt offerings morning 
and evening. (4.) And they kept the feast of tabernacles as 
it is written, and offered each day’s offering by number, 
according to the custom, as the duty of each day required; 
(5.) and afterwards the continual burnt offering, and that 
of the new moons and of all the consecrated festivals of 


Jehovah, and of every one who made a free-will offering to | 
Jehovah. (6.) On the first day of the seventh month they | 
began to offer burnt offerings to Jehovah ; and the founda- | 
(7.) And they 


gave money to the masons and artisans, and food and drink 


tion of the temple of Jehovah was not laid. 


and oil to the Sidonians and Tyrians, to bring cedar-trees 
from Lebanon to the sea of Joppa, according to the permis- 
(8.) And in the 
second year of their coming to the house of God at Jeru- 


sion given them by Cyrus, king of Persia. 


salem, in the second month, began Zerubbabel the son of 
Shealtiel, and Jeshua the son of Josadak, and the rest of 
their brethren, the priests, and the Levites, and all who had 
come out of 


captivity to Jerusalem, and appointed the | 
Levites from twenty years old and upward to superintend 
(9.) Then stood Jeshua 
and his sons and his brethren, Kadmiel and his sons, the 


the work of the house of Jehovah. 


sons of Hodaviah, as one man, to superintend the workmen in 

the house of God—the sons of Henadad, their sons and their 

brethren, the Levites. (10.) And the builders laid the 

foundation of the temple of Jehovah, and they set the priests 

in their official dress with trumpets, and the Levites the 

sons of Asaph, with cymbals, to praise Jehovah, after the 

ordinance of David, king of Israel. (11.) And they sang 

praises and thanksgivings to Jehovah, saying, For he is 

good, for his mercy to Israel endures forever; and all the 

people shouted with a great shout, praising Jehovah, 

because the foundation of Jehovah’s house was laid. (12.) 

And many of the priests and the Levites and the heads of 

the fathers’ houses, the old men who had seen the first house, 

when the foundation of this house was laid before their eyes, 

wept with a loud voice, and many raised their voices in 

ioyful shouting; (13.) and the people could not discern the 

sound of the shout of joy from the sound of the people’s weep- | 
ing ; for the people shouted with a loud shout, and the sound 
was heard afar off. 

NOTES, 

The Old Testament lessons of last year and the preceding 
years brought the history of Israel down to the Babylonian 
exile; this, the concluding year of the present International 
series, passes to the times after the exile, and finishes the 
Old Testament history. When we here say “Israel,” the 
word is to be understood in its theocratic sense, as meaning 
the spiritual-minded kernel of the nation that returned from 
Babylon, not in a national or numerical sense ; for the greater 
part of the people remained in the land of exile, among 
whom were, no doubt, some truly godly. The people that 
came back were chiefly of the tribes of Judah and Levi ; and 
they returned very different, in one respect, from what they 
were when they went away, namely, they were now free 


Ezra 1 relates the | 
return of the exiles in accordance with the decree of Cyrus ; | 


the book probably belongs to that year. 


the decree was issued in Cyrus’s first year, apparently B.C. | 
538 (conquest of Babylon), but the return probably did not 
occur till B.¢ 


. 536. In the second chapter (identical with 


| Neh. 7) we havea list of the families that came up with 


the governor Zerubbabel and the high-priest Jeshua. 

Verse 1.—And the seventh month arrived. As soon as they 
reached their destination the people had settled themselves 
in the various cities, and set themselves doubtless to repair as 


best they could the ravages of war (chap. 2: 70). How long 


| they had been settled in the country at the time when our 


chapter opens is not said; from the absence of other chrono- 
logical notice we might suppose that this was the first 
“seventh month” after their arrival,—and this is probable, 
though not certain,—they may have reached Judea (as we 
may now call the territory of Judah) in the eighth month of 
the preceding civil year ; but if they had arrived in the sixth 
month, it is not likely that the gathering would have taken 
place the following month (however, see chap. 3:8). The 


| first thing to do, as soon as circumstances permitted, was to 


rebuild the temple and re-establish the worship of the fathers, 
and the people show a worthy zeal; at the call of the 
leaders, we may suppose, they come up as one man to Jeru- 
salem. The seventh month (Tisri) was chosen for the gather- 
ing of the people and the commencement of the work (build- 
ing of the altar), as occurring at a favorable season of the 
year (September—October), and as being the month in which 
the great feast of tabernacles was held, which seems to have 
been the most popular and best attended of all the festivals. 
Verse 2.—Building of the altar. As the building of the 
teniple would require considerable time, it was felt to be 
necessary to set up immediately the great altar of burnt 


offering, which stood in front of the temple, in order that 


The directors of 
the work were the high-priest Jeshua (Hag.1:1; 2:2; 


the main sacrificial worship might go on. 
; 
Zech. 3: 1) Jeshua, the son of Josadak (1 Chron. 6: 15), who 
had been carried to Babylon by Nebuchadnezzar, and the 
governor Zerubbabel (see the references to Haggai), the son of 
Shealtiel ; in 1 Chron. 3: 19, he is called the son of Pedaiah, 
who was the son of King Jeconiah (the same with Jehoia- 
chim, on whose fate see 2 Kings 25: 27-30); it seems prob- 
able that Shealtiel (called Salathiel in our English version, 
in 1 Chron. 3: 17) was the representative of the royal line of 
Judah (compare Luke 3: 27), and, having no son, adopted 
He was 
appointed governor of Judea by Cyrus; see Ezra 1: 8, where 
must be taken to be another name of Zerub- 


his nephew, Zerubbabel, and made him his heir. 


“ Sheshbazzar ”’ 


babel. Moses’s altar was made of wood covered with bronze 
Ex. 27: 1, 2), and so Solomon’s (2 Kings 16: 14); the ma- | 


terials and construction of this one are not given.—As it is | 
written ; see Ex. 27: 1-8, and the Book of Leviticus.— Man of | 


God. This title is given to Moses in Deuteronomy and 
| Chronicles, and elsewhere to David, Shemaiah, and other 


persons ; it means a man standing in a specially close refa- 
tion to God. The altar seems to have been finished the first 
day of the month (verse 6). 

Verse 3.—Offerings. T hey set the altar on its bases s or, 
perhaps, in its place ; that is, set it up. It is not said whether 
it stood exactly in the place occupied by the former altar. 
The next sentence for fear was on them implies that they 
acted hurriedly, fearing that the peoples of the lands, that is, 
their neighbors, would interfere with them; there is here an 
intimation that they knew or suspected the enmity that 
afterwards showed itself (chap. 4: 1-5). They began imme- 
diately to offer burnt offerings morning and evening ; see note 
on verse 5. 


Verse 4, -Celebration of the feast of tube rnacles on the 


| seven lambs, with flour, oil, and wine (Num. 28: 


Num. 29; 12-38; Lev. 23 : 34-42.—Offered each day’s offer- 
ings by number. The curious provision for the offering of 
bullocks at this feast is stated in Numbers 29, beginning with 
thirteen and diminishing by one each day, making seventy 
in all; the reason for this arrangement is not known. The 
time of this festival was well ehosen for the beginning of the 
work of rebuilding the temple, the people would then be all 
assembled, and animated by the joyousness of the occasion, 
and the feast would be a religious inauguration of the 
work. 

Verse 5.—And afterwards the continual burnt offering, the 
stated offering morning and evening (Num. 28: 3-8), two 
lambs with the usual accompaniments of flour, oil, and wine. 
Is this the same with the “burnt offerings morning and 
evening” mentioned in verse 3? If it is, why is it here 
introduced with “afterwards,” as if it did not begin till after 
the celebration of the feast? The fact seems to be that on 
the erection of the altar they immediately began to offer 
sacrifices, but prepared to put off the formal introduction of 
the ritual till the people had united in the feast. Now, 
however, the regular, full sacrificial service begins: the 
“continual burnt offering,” and then the offering of the 
new moons, or first day of the month, two bullocks, one ram, 
11-15, and 
all the consecrated festivals, sabbath-day, passover, first-fruits, 
new year (see them named in Num. 28, 29; Ley. 25), 
together with every free-will offering, that is, an offering not 
made in obedience to a specific command or a yow. 

Verse 6.—Here the writer goes back in order to introduce 
the account of the foundation of the temple, which occurred 
about seven months after this feast (verse 8). He explains 
that sacrifices had begun as far back as the first day of the 


seventh month (verse 2), but the foundation of the temple of 


Jehovah was not laid. Now begins the history of the building 
of the house. 

Verse 7.—The preparations in workmen and materials. 
They hired masons, probably hewers of stone and wood, and 
artisans, workmen who designed and shaped wood and stone 
re The best wood 


and metals (not merely our “carpenters’’). 


for the work, the most enduring and fragrant, was that of 


the famous cedar-trees of Lebanon, and this they procured 
from the Sidonians and Tyrians who dwelt near Lebanon, 
paying them in food, drink, and oil for the transportation; it 
is not clear whether they also paid them for the wood, but 
probably they did. 
rafts from Tyre down the coast to the sea of Joppa,the road- 
stead at the port of Joppa (now Yafa or Jaffa), whence they 
See similar accounts of David 
and Solomon, 2 Sam. 5:11; 1 Kings 5: 6-11.—According to 
the permission given them by Cyrus king of Persia. 


were conveyed to Jerusalem. 


This per- 
mission related, as far as our information goes (chap. 1: 1-4), 
only to building the temple, not to cutting trees in Lebanon. 
Thus in the midst of no small difficulties the preparations 
were made. 

Verse 8.—The work began in the second month (Ziv—=May- 
June) of the second year of their return ; that is, seven months 
after the feast of tabernacles. This time had been spent, no 
doubt, in settling the people, gathering money, and making 
all necessary arrangements. Their coming to Jerusalem is 
called coming to the house of God, because there the temple 
was and was to be, and its presence was what characterized 
the city. The first procedure was the appointment of the 
Levites from twenty years old and upwards as overseers of the 
work to superintend the workmen and pay out the money ; 
this age (twenty years) for the Levite’s entering on his duties 
was fixed by David (1 Chron. 23: 24, 27); in Num. 4: 3; 
thirty years is given as the age, and in 8: 24 twenty-five. 
The appointment was made not only by Zerubbabel and Jeshua, 


and the priests and Levites, but also by all who had come out of 


captivity to Jerusalem ; that is, all the people took part in it,— 
it was a national act. 

Verse 9.—The Levites enter on their duties of superintend- 
ence. They belonged to several different families : firsi, that 
of Jeshua, not the high-priest, but the head of a Levitical 
house (mentioned in chap. 2: 40); then, thatof Kaudmiel, who 
was of the sons of Hodaviah (the “Judah” in the present 
Hebrew text is an error of writing for “ Hodaviah,” see chap. 
40) ; and then are mentioned at the end of the verse, out of 
connection, the sons of Henadad, but whether these belonged 
to a different family, or the words are another name for the 
two first, can hardly be determined—none of these names 
occur elsewhere than in the books of Ezra and Nehemiah 

Neh. 3: 24; 10:10). 
Levites appointed began their work. 
Verse 10.—The foundation of the temple laid. 


But the general sense is clear: the 


When the 
builders had laid the foundation, they (Zerubbabel and Jeshua 
and the other chief men) set the priests and the Levites to 
celebrate the happy event with songs of praise and thanks- 
giving to the God of Israel. 
their oficial dress of fine linen (byssus), with trumpets, and the 


The priests were naturally in 
sons of Asaph with cymbals. The Levitical singers in David’s 
time and afterwards were of three families, those of Asaph, 
Heman and Jeduthun (1 Chron. 25:1), but it would seem 


that the returned musicians were all Asaphites.— After the 
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ordinance of David, king of Israel ; for David’s arrangement, | building or mission work, or aid in paying church expenses ; | ple, to get and give information about the first temple, and to 


see 1 Chron. 15: 24, and for Solomon’s, 2 Chron. v. 12. 


it may clothe the naked, or feed the hungry, or shelter the | give the story of building the second temple; not waiting to 


Verse 11.—The words for he is good, for his mercy to Israel | homeless; but no thanks to him for that. He wouldn’t have give practical applications at the close, but giving much that 
endures forever ,are found substantially in Psalms 106, 107,| given if he could have helped it. He would have held | is personal in the form of questions as you proceed. 


118 (compare 1 Chron. 16:34); it is not necessary to sup- | 
pose, however, that they are a quotation from one of these; 





back the money if he had dared to. What the Lord wants 
is a free-will offering willingly offered. Unless a man can 


they are very simple, and may have been a common refrain give that, his giving is nogiving. ‘The Lord loveth a cheer- 


or part of a doxology like Psa. 117. The people expressed | ful giver.” No other giver has any smile of approval from | silver, and stone. 


their gladness in a great shout; the foundation of the tem- | 
ple represented the re-establishment of the nation. 

Verse 12.—The contrasted emotions of the people, weep- 
ing and rejoicing. The temple of Solomon was destroyed by 
Nebuchadnezzar about B.C. 587, and it was now B.C. 535; | 
a little more than fifty years had elapsed, and there were | 
present some old men who had known that first temple in 
its glory, and could not help weeping at the outward inferi- 
ority of this one. 


Fifteen years later the prophet Haggai 


speaks of this feeling, and predicts a great glory for the 
second temple (Hag. 2: 3, 9).—Heads of the fathers’ houses ; 
this is the full phrase (as in Ex.6: 14); it is frequently 
abbreviated into “ heads (or chiefs) of the fathers” (as in 


the Hebrew here). They were the heads of the*subdivision | 
of the tribe called “ father’s house,” that is all the descend- | 
ants of the same ancestor or father, of which subdivisions 
there were several in each tribe. (The subdivision might 
be called, technically, “patrece,”’ and the chief the “ patre- 
ciarch”’), Contrasted with this grief was the joy of those 


who had not seen the first house, or chose to abandon them- 


selves tothe present gladness. 

Verse 13.—The cries of grief and joy were so intermingled 
(not of the same persons sometimes weeping and sometimes | 
rejoicing, but of some weeping and others rejoicing) that the | 
people could not discern the one sound from the other. It | 
was a natural conflict of emotions, and symbolized the 
succeeding history of the people with its alternating sorrow | 
and joy, to end in a great joy when He should come who was | 
to make the second temple glorious, though his coming | 
should be followed by the overthrow of the Jewish nation 
and its scattering throughout the world. 





ILLUSTRATIVE APPLICATIONS. 
BY H. CLAY TRUMBULL, 


The people gathered themselves together as one man (y. 1), 
Work to be well done must be done by one man, or as if it 
were done by one man. Whether there be one man or many 
men, there must be one heart and one mind to the work in 
hand, or that work will not go forward as it ought to. 
There may be safety in a multitude of counsellors ; but not if 
they all advise a different course, and the attempt is made to 
follow accordingly. There is no safety in divided counsels, 
in disagreement in action. All must come together in opin- 
ion, and finally act together—as one man. This is as true 
now as in the days of Ezra; as true in laying new founda- 
tions of character and conduct in the beginning of the year 
1879, as in laying new temple foundations twenty-four hundred 
years ago. There is a call on the Sunday-schools and on 
the churches of the United States to join in prayer and eftort 
for a revival of God’s work, and to continue in this supplica- 
tion and endeavor during all the month of January. Now | 
let all the teachers, all the scholars, and all the other people, 
gather themselves together as one man to this work, and the 
blessing of God will not be withheld. 





| 


They set the altar upon his bases: for fear was upon them 


because of the people of those countries (v. 3). A sense of per- | 
sonal danger is a great quickener of religious zeal. When 
men realize that they cannot take care of themselves, they 
are quite willing to ask God to take care of them, Thunder and | 
lightning, flying bullets, yellow-fever, and small-pox are calls 
to prayer heard by many who pay no attention to the silver 
trumpets of God’s inviting love. “Uncle John is mighty | 
pious winters!” said a young man of an old relative who | 
was in very poor health, and had thoughts of dying, at the | 
approach of cold weather. There have been a great many | 
altars set up, churches built, colleges endowed, gifts made to | 
the poor, words of penitence spoken, and pitiful prayers | 
offered, under the influence of fear of bodily harm, fear of | 
death, fear of God’s judgment. It is a good thing to set up | 
an altar on its hase. It is ashame that men have to be | 
frightened into so good an act as this. 

As the duty of every day required (v. 4). Each day has its own 
duty—a duty which cannot be done before or after that day. 
Yesterday's dinner will not satisfy to-day’s hunger. To-day’s 
dinner will not suffice for to-morrow also. If you were 
honest and truthful and pure yesterday, your daty to be the 
same is on you to-day, What if you were an obedient child, 
a studious scholar, a conscientious, careful workman, a con- 
siderate, helpful, devoted friend, yesterday? That will not | 
answer for to-day. Are you doing as the duty of to-day | 
requires? That is the practical question. 

Every one that willingly offered a free-will offering unto the 
Lord (v.5). What a man gives under pressure of fear, or of | 
desire for popular applause, or in the hope of return, can- | 
not fairly be set to his charity account. He deserves no 
eredit for its giving. It may indeed help forward temple 





him. 

They gave money . . . unto the masons, and to the carpenters ; 
and meat, and drink, and oil, unto them of Zidon (v.7.) It 
costs something to build a temple, to repair a church, to 
support a minister, to run a Sunday-school, or to do any- 
thing else that is commendable in this world. And having 
a share in the expenses is quite as important in church 
work as taking part in praying and praising and exhorting. 
If a man isn’t ready to pay something toward keeping 
masons and carpenters at work, when church building or 
repairing is going on, he is hardly the man to lead the peo- 
ple in their devotions, or to instruct them as to their per- 
sonal duty. 

They sang together by course in praising and giving thanks 
unto the Lord (v.11). Praising God is as much a duty as pray- 
ing toGod. It is as important to give thanks when a blessing 
is received, as to ask for it while it is yet lacking. And 
all should join heartily and harmoniously in God’s praise. 
Discordant praise is no more acceptable than are divided 
counsels efficient. God’s people should be concordant in 
working, in giving, and in praising. 

The fathers, who were ancient men, that had seen the first house, 
when the foundation of this house was laid before their eyes, wept 
with a loud voice (v.12). The ancient men who are thinking 
of the good old days of long ago, have no share in the joy 
over new foundations, or over fresh signs of progress. Their 
faces are to the past. They are always ready to cry over a 
memory ; but never to thank God for ahope. No matter 
what good thing is before their eyes in the present, their 
hearts are full of regrets over what they used to have. If 
the Millennium were opening, they would cry in the recollec- 
tion of an old-fashioned Thanksgiving Day or a Fourth of 
July. Praising God for what we have, is a great deal better 
business than mourning over what our fathers had. But not 
all the “ancient men” think so. They rather pride them- 
selves on their weeping power. 

The people could not discern the noise of the shout of joy from 
the noise of the weeping of the people (v.13). There is nothing 
which so deadens the sound of thanksgiving in the Chris- 
tian church like the whining of the “ancient men” over the 
former days which they unwisely say were better than these. 
These mourners are found in pulpit and pew, on the plat- 
form and in the editorial room; they include “ many of the 
priests and Levites, and chief of the fathers;” but neither 
their numbers nor their respectability justify their croaking. 
It is a duty of all who are grateful for the blessings of now 
and for the promises of the future to let their joy be known, 


| to shout with a very great shout, and to be heard afar off, 


when they praise the Lord and give thanks untoZhis name; 
because the Lord is good, and his mercy endureth forever— 
it was not all expended on the last generation. 


[Norr.—On the third page is an article by the Rey. Dr. 
George Dana Boardman, on a theme akin to this lesson. It 
points out “the true tabernacle,” and tells of that temple 
building in which we all are engaged.—Tur Epiror. ] 


HINTS FOR THE PRIMARY TEACHER, 
BY FAITH LATIMER. 

With the closing year every thoughtful teacher will care- 
fully examine the new list of lessons; and none can fail to 
notice the beauty of the subjects, and with the joy which only 
a lover of Bible study can appreciate, will look forward to 
coming weeks when we hope to find, for ourselves and 
classes, treasures new and old, from the unfailing storehouse 
of truth. 

But another thought will soon come to primary teachers. 
In all these varied subjects and selections, how can we sim- 
plify and teach with real profit to the very little ones? 
Teachers who have followed all the seven years’ course now 
so nearly closed, need often to remember that much which 
has been often repeated, and is plain to many of the children, 
is a profound mystery to the new scholars and to the young- 
est who are constantly added to the primary department. 

The utmost care and study are needful to know what to 
teach and how to do it. A little, thoroughly and simply 
taught, is better than to attempt too much and only confuse ; 
while in order to be understood sometimes it is necessary to 
give the connection, with the main facts, and omit some of the 


selected verses. No other teacher needs more thorough and | 


comprehensive preparation than the primary, in order to 
select those points which can be best adapted to the youngest 


minds and hearts, to apply the teaching to their daily lives; | 
for there is not a Christian grace which can adorn the life of 
a mature believer that cannot dwell, the same in kind and | 


only less in measure, in the life of a believing child. 
The outline for this lesson may be, to define what is a tem- 


What isa temple? After receiving such answers as the 
| children may give, tell that it isa house for worship. In 

heathen Jands they build costly temples for idols of gold, 
What do we call the house where we go 
to worship God ? 

Long before any churches or temples were built, they used 
| to pile up stones and call it an altar, and lay on it a lamb, 
| which they burned as an offering to God. 
| Who were the brothers who each made an offering, and 
one was accepted, and the other brother was angry? In our 
lesson to-day we learn about some Jews who set up an altar 
for God. Who was the king who was once a shepherd boy, 
and sang some of the sweet psalms? He was the first one 
who thought about building a house or temple for God’s 
worship; but God said he had fought so often in battle, 
and killed so many people in war, that he must wait and let 
one of his sons build the house. But God blessed David, and 
made him very rich, so he was able to save great stores of 
gold and silver, and many things needed for the temple ; and 
he made the people glad to help, and they gave money, and 
costly wood, and precious stones. When David was dead, 
and the time came to build, there was more treasure ready 
than could be counted. What was the name of David’s 
wise, rich son who built the temple? How many years did 
it take? 

Morning and evening offerings. 
bring thanks and praise to God? Is it too often for you to 
pray tohim? They had a feast of tabernacles, which was 
like our Thanksgiving Day, only it lasted eight days, and 
they had daily offerings. Is it enough to be glad and thank- 
ful one day in the year, or ought we every day to give 
thanks ? 

Then they offered continual offerings. When they served 
God as he taught them to do, they never let the altar 
grow cold or dark, there was to be on it always fire and light 
a constant offering to him. Will the heart that truly loves 
him grow cold and forget him? What golden text did 
Jesus give about praying always, and not to faint ? 

Then the people willingly brought jree-will offerings. 
They built up the old broken-down altars, and began the 
worship their fathers had forgotten ; but they had something 
more in their hearts. They brought money, and food, and 
precious oil, and sent it to buy beautiful cedar-trees for wood to 
build again the ruined temple; and all gave and worked to 
help. Whom was it for? The verse says “a free-will offer- 
ing unto the Lord.” Yes, it was ali for him ; can little chil- 
dren bring any such offerings now? Yes, all we give and 
do lovingly, he will accept. He loves our lesson papers, 
and our money-box, and the books and papers we send to 
mission-schools, if all are used and given with a willing heart, 
asking his blessing. He loves the lips that sing his praise, 
and the hands that bring gifts to his house. Perhaps your 
class have worked and given to help build your own or some 
other church or chapel, or to establish a Sunday-school, or 
support a missionary. If so, do not fail to apply this; it is 
the primary teacher’s. privilege to plan and help the benevo- 
lent work of the class,—an untold power for future good. 
What a happy day it was when the Jews were ready to lay 
the foundation stones of the second temple! 

The priests were there in robes of blue, and scarlet, and 

| purple, and gold, some of them all in white; some sounded 
| trumpets for the people to come and join in the gladness, 
| and then with cymbals some of the priests sang, “O praise 
| the Lord, for he is good ;” and other,singers answered, “ For 
| his mercy endureth forever.” This is a delightful exercise 
| fora primary class, the teachers to read together selected 
| verses, while at each pause the class responds, “ For his mercy 
| endureth forever.” 
Do that often and earnestly enough to have the spirit of 
| thankfulness imbedded ; and when your teaching has ceased, 
| echoes of that response will sound again in years you know 
not when nor where. 

What does the golden text say the people were doing 
when they shouted? Are you not glad that little children 
once sang praises to Jesus, when he was in the temple, and he 
called them blessed? There were some tears with the shouts 
|at the laying of the stones. How long had the Jews been 

in captivity? A few very old men like Daniel remembered 
the first temple and its glory ; they feared the second would 
God comforted 
them with the promise of One who should come who would 
be greater than the temple. 
was often in it, and called the temple ‘“ My Father’s house” ? 
What willing offering can you give him to be a temple 
where he will love to stay? 


Was that too often to 





never be so glorious, and they cried aloud. 


Do you know who afterwards 


ORIENTALISMS OF THE LESSON, 
BY PROFESSOR ISAAC H, HALL, 
“ When the seveath month was come” it was quite natural 
for the children of Israel to gather together as one man to 
Jerusalem, for that was the festival month. At no other 














December 21, 1878.] 








than a festival time could the gathering have been made so 
readily, if at all. They gathered from their “cities” of 
inheritance, in which they now were (Ezra 2: 1), after the 
old style; a style which has in some measure its counterpart 
at the present day among the Christians and Muslims, 
though hardly among the Jews. At Easter time Jerusalem 
is crowded with pilgrims from all over the world. One sees 
pilgrim bands climbing the hills by every road, though 
chiefly the road from Joppa ; as the steamers land thousands 
at that port from far away. One hears now and then some 
noise and shouting, and can almost imagine that he is about 
to hear a “Song of Degrees” burst forth from some of the 
numerous bands. Oriental costumes are mingled with the 
peculiar garb of Russian pilgrims; and all manner of beasts 
and vehicles (such as the country affords), with palanquins, 
are used to convey those who are not on foot, as well as their 
chattels and food for the journey. The traveler cannot 
urge his horse to a gallop over the level places with any 
comfort, for fear of running down some one, or of accident to 
himself. 

About the walls of Jerusalem are gathered hucksters, with 
all manner of provisions and small wares to sell ; of which 
by no means the fewest in number are charms, rosaries, 


crosses, and other sacred mementos, that have been blessed 
by the different ecclesiastics, and will serve as a life-long | 


holy keepsake. Carvings in mother-of-pearl from the Red 
Sea, manufactured at Bethlehem ; articles in olive wood, said 
(untruthfully) to come from the Mount of Olives; cups, 
bowls, and rosaries made of the bad-smelling black stone 
from the Dead Sea: all these are to be had by thousands, 
and not at a very costly rate. Of late a great deal of trading 
has sprung up in flowers gathered at sacred localities, as is 
pretended ; but in fact the gatherer gathers where conven- 
ient, and labels them with a locality to suit the market. 


Even karbashes, or Nile whips, made from hippopotamus | 


hide, such as are used in Egypt to extract taxes from the 
fellahin, are there among the wares for sale; though they are 
not specially sacred. The hucksters, however, gather all 
through the East, on the occasion of any religious festival : 
they make it a periodical fair. 


Inside of Jerusalem is a crowd everywhere. One can 
hardly walk a couple of rods without meeting a procession 
of ignorant religious enthusiasts going the rounds of the 
sacred places—that is, of the sacred places accessible to 
them ; for the temple area is not open to promiscuous vis- 
itors; and each procession has its banners and what courtesy 
may call music. At its head go one or more dancers, dan- 
cing with fervor, and keeping up a perpetual jingle and tum- 
tum-tum with a tamborine, shouting disagreeably, but piously 
as they think, at intervals. It seems, indeed, as if all the 
world, and all its tongues, gathered as one man to Jerusalem 
at Easter time. And doubtless the modern religious obser- 
vances at Jerusalem are not much behind those of ancient 
times in intelligence, however misdirected the present zeal 
may be, or however erroneous the present ideas of true 
religion. One can hardly blame the common people, unable 
to read, even, who have believed all that their teachers have 
told them, and who come to kiss the sacred spots, and leave 


their substance at the shrines in Jerusalem, in hope of salva- | 


tion, and perhaps in gratitude. It is very easy to see, too, 
how a modern gathering at Jerusalem in a festival week 
might be persuaded to set any needed altar—or any other 
church establishment or auxiliary— on his bases,” by con- 
tributing abundant means or labor. 


stands in need of repairs; and it is not from lack of means 


that any given communion (except perhaps the poor Africans) | 
does not have its ceremonials fully endowed for brilliant | 


and complete performance for generations to come: it is 
because of lack of authority or freedom from molestation. 
Free-will offerings would be abundant for the altar, the daily 
ceremonies, and the occasional feasts, regular and extraordi- 
nary, were there full liberty and a way to make them effec- 
tive. 
proaches for the foundation of God’s spiritual temple to be 
a little better laid in the city he chose of old to put his name 
there. 


“They gave money also unto the masons, and to the 
carpenters,” with probably some better return for their work 
than one gets nowadays for a similar outlay. Unless one 
imports his workmen from a western country, he must not 
expect his wall to be laid true and plumb, or the carpenter 
work to have any squareness or nicety. Working by square 
and rule is a thing the native oriental carpenters cannot do 
skillfully. The writer has known a wall to be taken down 
and put up again more than a dozen times before it could be 
done right. And we have some evidence that the ancients 
generally in the East were much like the moderns. 

“Meat (food), and drink, and oil,” is a perfectly natural 


description of the oriental necessities of the table: oil, either | 


expressed or in the olive, in large measure takes the place of 
animal food. 

“Cedar trees from Lebanon” are no longer brought “ to 
the sea of Joppa,” for the well-known reason that they can- 


| 


about London as on Lebanon, if not more. The trees that | 
come “to the sea of Joppa” come mostly from Trieste, and | 


809 


of all,” ete. 
Ask, When will the godly cease to have fellowship in 


| are costly; but even America furnishes a supply of black | Christian worship? (Recite, or read, as an extract from the 


| 
| 


walnut, and of pitch-pine from North Carolina. 
The “cymbals” (verse 10) are still a part of nearly every 





quently help to make the day terrific and the night hideous. 
The people are also very prone to shout with a loud shout. | 
At Muslim festivals the cannon, in places where there is a | 
fort or redoubt, help to increase the noise; one time of fir- | 
ing being in the small hours of the night, and very destruc- 
tive to sleep. But those demonstrations which Englishmen 
and Americans usually indulge in only on secular occasions, 
such as patriotic festivals and celebrations, or political gath- 
erings, seem to be connected with religious rites all over the 
world among people of less refined or enlightened notions. 
In many countries, the festivals of the Romish Church are 
celebrated with martial accompaniments. 





BLACKBOARD HINTS. 
BY THE REV. J. B. ATCHINSON. 





Z erubbabel. 
| E zra, 
A ll the people, 
L evites and priests, 


| 
LAID THE 


{ FOUNDATIONS. 
| 














It is not from lack of | 
means that the Church of the Holy Sepulchre, for instance, | 


Perhaps the case will be better when the time ap- | 


| ISRAEL’S OUR 
| OFFERINGS | 
Sacrifices. V. 41. 
Labor. 
| Silver and gold. V.7. ian 
Service. V. 8. mg 
Life. 


Songs of praise. V. 11. 
UNTO THE LORD. } 
i 





TEACHING HINTS. 





BY JOHN B. SMITH. | 


Suppose you have a class of boys, some of whom at least | 
are out of Christ: aim to make the lesson teach the wisdom | 
and the duty of seeking Christian society and Christian | 
fellowship. Put before the class the first four verses of | 
Psalm 137, as showing the pious Jews offended and | 
annoyed by the idolatry which surrounded them, their | 
families, and their fellow-captives in Babylon, and which | 
made them long for the fellowship of the godly, and the | 
privileges of God’s house, attainable only at Jerusalem. | 

Illustrate by the example of the Pilgrim Fathers, leaving | 
civilization for a home in an unknown wilderness, that they | 
might be rid of religious persecution, and know the sweets | 
of unmolested Christian fellowship. | 

Show (verses 1, 3-6) the fellowship of the godly endorsed | 
by the divine command, moving the Jews in Palestine to leave | 
| the cities in which their homes were scattered, and assemble 
at Jerusalem, that they might together worship. 

Show the fellowship of the godly as presented in the | 
| second verse, and a part of the third, and in verses 7, 8, 9, 
manifested in work for the Lord ; and show it in verses 10-13, 
in songs and shouts of joy. 

Then show on the class blackboard or slate,—or without it, 
| if you prefer,—this lesson picture : 





In worship. | 
= ; | 
The Fellowship In work. 
of the godly ; * 
| In joy. 


as asians 
And ask, Who now, if wise, will seek the fellowship of the 
| godly? Illustrate the subject by the examples of Lot leay- | 


' 





|ing the society of Abraham for the vicinity and the people 

| of Sodom, and the ruin which came of it; of Judas leaving 
the society of Jesus and his disciples for evil company and 

| 

| evil work, and shortly going to his own place; of Moses 
leaving a palace, and perhaps a throne, for the fellowship of | 

|the people of God, and note the surpassing glory of his | 

| reward. Ask, Where now may we seek the fellowship of the 

| godly in worship? Call out, in answer, the church, prayer- 


meeting, Sunday-school, etc. + 


Ask, Where may we now seek the fellowship of the godly in 
work? Callout same answers as above; and also in all other 
enterprises of local and general Christian philanthropy and 
benevolence, and in our daily business—if it is a right busi- 
ness—as masons or carpenters, workmen or overseers. 
| Remind the class of the fact that nowhere, at home or abroad, 
| in city or in country, can they find so good or so helpful 
| sOciety as in the inner circle of devoted Christian workers 
| and worshipers. 
| Then ask, Over what now do the godly together rejoice? 
| Call out in answer, Over every well-begun work for God; 
Over every new foundation laid for him, in our own 


not be had; and that a very little bringing would exhaust | character, or in the character of our friends, in our com- 


| the seventh month ? 


| building? 


| was the foundation of the temple laid ? 


praise of heaven, Rev. 5: 12, 13). 
(Recite, yourself, Rev. 7: 15). 


When in Christian work ? 
When in Christian joy? 


| religious musical demonstration in the East, and they fre-| (Recite Isa. 35:10). Tell, or call out, the story of Hobab 


and his visit to Moses, and Moses’ typical invitation and 
promise (Num. 10: 29); and don’t omit to read verse 32, 
and say, The Spirit and the Bride say to you Come, and 
every one that heareth aright also says Come. In concluding, 
leave your class assured of a joyous and helpful welcome 
into the fellowship of God’s friends, if they will only decide 
to come. 


QUESTION HINTS. 
BY MISS ANNA T. PEARCE, 


Introductory.—Who wrote the Book of Ezra? What 
causes led to the Babylonish captivity, and how long did it 
continue? (2 Chron. 34: 25; 36: 21.) By whose edict, for 
what special purpose, and with what treasure, were the 
Israelites liberated? (Ezra 1: 1-11; Isa. 44: 28.) How 
many returned to Palestine? (Ezra 2: 64, 65.) To what 
offerings were the aged inspired by sight of the temple ruins? 
(Ezra 2: 68, 69.) 

Verse 1—When was public worship resumed? Was the 
wall of the city completed (Neh. 6: 15) and the register of 
genealogy found (Neh. 7: 5, 6) prior or subsequent to the 
resumption of worship? Are the second and third chap- 
ters of Ezra identical with the seventh and eighth of Nehe- 
miah? (Connect Ezra 2: 70 with 3: 1, and Neh. 7: 73 with 
8: 1, and compare dates.) Does the expression “as one 
man” indicate unity of purpose or fullness of attendance ? 
Does the absentee alone, or the entire congregation, suffer loss 
by his absence? What special promise has Christ given as 
inducement to united prayer? (Matt. 18: 19, 20.) What 
exhortation on the subject does God give through the apostle 
Paul? (Heb. 10: 25.) 


Verse 2.—What object of the temple appointments was 


first restored? What spirit was manifested by the rearing of 
this altar previous to the laying of the temple founda- 
tion? (See verse 6.) If acceptable worship consists “ in 
spirit” (John 4: 23), why did God require so rich a cere- 
monial of the Jews? Describe and locate the brazen altar? 
(Ex. 38: 1-7; 2 Chron.1: 5.) (Prepare a chart of Herod’s 
temple, indicating brass objects by yellow paper, guld by gilt, 
marble columns by circles of white, on a ground of common 
brown paper.) 

Verse 3.—What dangers quickened the Israelites’ zeal in 
their work and strengthened their reliance upon God? (See 
also Neh. 4: 7-9; 6: 9.) Who of their kings had expe- 
rienced similar dangers with like effect? (2 Sam. 22: 1-4.) 
What is God’s purpose in subjecting his children to trials ? 

Verse 4.—Which one of the three great festivals fell on 
What was the name of the seventh 
month? What was the chief feature and the chief purpose 
of this feast? Are these “daily burnt offerings” the same 
as those indicated in verse third, or those peculiar to this 
feast? (Num. 29: 12, 13, 17, 20, etc.) 

Verse 5.—What offerings followed in their accustomed 
seasons ? 

Verse 7.—What arrangement was made for procuring 


| material for the building of the temple? (See also 1 Kings 


5: 6; 2 Chron. 2: 15, 16.) Of whom was the temple a 
type? (John 2: 19-21; Col. 2: 9.) Who was God’s first 
temple upon earth? (1 Cor. 15: 45.) By whom was it 
destroyed? Who are represented in these two temples? 
(1 Cor. 15: 22.) 

Verse 8.—When were arrangements made to begin the 
What temple is now in process of building? 
(Eph. 2: 19-22; 1 Pet. 2: 5,6.) What foundation, and what 
material in the superstructure, will alone abide God’s test? 
(1 Cor. 3: 11-15.) Why was the interior of the temple of 
pure gold? (1 Cor. 3: 16, 17; 2 Cor. 6:16, 17.) 

Verses 10, 11.—With what expression of joy and gratitude 
With what song of 
praise was the foundation of the spiritual temple laid ’ 
(Luke 2: 13, 14.) How often does the heavenly choir awake 
its song of joy? (Luke 15: 7.) What provision had David 
made for the service of praise? (1 Chron. 16: 4-6, 41, 42; 
25: 1.) What is an essential feature of acceptable song? 
(Col. 3: 16.) Should the church employ the ungodly in her 
service of praise, or cultivate the voice of Christian song? 

Verses 12, 13.—What expressions of sorrow mingled with 
the voices of joy? What was the cause of the sorrow’? 
(Hag. 2: 3.) What was God’s purpose, relative to the glory 
of the latter temple? (Hag. 2: 9.) In what respect was the 
glory of this latter house greater than the former? (Mark 
14: 49.) How does the glory of Jesus Christ compare with 
the first estate of Adam? (John 1: 14.) Does the believer 
in Christ merely recover what was lost in the fall, or does he 
secure greater glory? (1 John 3: 2; John 17: 22-26.) When 
the church militant is absorbed in the church triumphant, 
what sounds of lamentation will mingle with the shout of 
joy? (Rev. 6: 14-17; 19: 1, 6, 7.) 
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PLAN OF REVIEW FOR 


NO. TITLE. GOLDEN TEXT. 

° 1. 8. T. And all the people— 
S = Si: The glory of this latter 
is 2 3 M. N. The God of heaven— 
= ws 4 B. I Nevertheless we made— 
© 
e ; “ Return, ye children of men.” 
eS aa a 
= wd &% 6] CURL. Ihe entrance of thy 
a J 3 6. K. 8. Remember the sabbath— | 
— = Te | W. R. But the path of the | 
= 9 8. K. Z. God hath made that 
i 
A, “ Hear counsel and receive instruction.” 
S 6 9. | kt A Wash me thoroughly— 
o}es 10. | JF. | Blessed is he whose— 
te | a. ad | D.G.H. | Blessed are they that— 

2 12 +! A.S.G. | Thou God seest— 


“Let the peace of God rule in your hearts.’ 


’ 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES. 


FIRST QUARTER, 1879. | 
TOPIC. DUTY 


. | —— 


Laying New F. | Rest on God’s foundation. 
Building to God’s H. | Build to God’s honor. 
Proposing Good to Z. | Do for God’s church. 
Meeting Opposition B. | Oppose God’s enemies. 


| past us. 


[Vol. XX., No. 51. 


pitched tent and made a fire. Tuesday is supply day 
with the Indians; so, dressed in their best, they filed 
Blankets, feathers, ponderous jewelry of all 
sorts, and paints of the brightest colors disfigured their 
faces. 

It is moonlight ; our camp is a few rods from the trail ; 
we hear a wild whoop, followed by wild-cat screams ; 
from the tent door we see a long line of two or three dozen 


| Indians ; we hear the splash of the horses through the 


Studying God’s W. 
Honoring God’s D. 
Walking in God’s W. 
Submitting to God’s 8. 


Study God’s word. 

| Honor God’s day. 
Walk in God’s way. 
Yield to God’s Son. 


Seeking Full F. 
Rejoicing in R. 
Finding Happiness in 8. 
Thinking upon God’s G. 


Seek God’s forgiveness. 
Joy in God’s favor. 
Delight in God’s service. 
Think on God’s greatness. 


Review Text: “Let Israel hope in the Lord from henceforth and forever.” 


WORK AND WORKERS. 


NORMAL CLASSES AND ASSOCIATIONS. 


Augusta, Ga., Union Meeting for Prayer and Lesson Study every Satur- 
day, at 8.45 A. M.,in Y. M. C. A. Rooms. 

Baltimore, Md., Meeting for Lesson Study every Friday at 4 P. M., in the 
Y. M.C. A. Rooms. Infant Class Teachers’ Meeting every Saturday, 
at4P. M., in the Room of the Maryland Sunday School Union, 53 Lex- 
ington Street. 

Boston, Union Meeting for Lesson Study, at Wesleyan Hall, 3% Brom- 


field Street, every Saturday, at3 P. M. Led by the Rev. R. R. Mere- 
dith. 


Bristol, Conn., Sunday-school Union Normal Class, on the first Monday 
of each month, at 7.30 P. M., in Printers’ Hall. 

Brooklyn, N. Y., Normal Sunday-school Institute of the Brooklyn 
Sunday-school Union, for teachers and those desirous of becoming 
teachers, every Wednesday and Thursday, at 74¢ P. M., and every 
Thursday at 3‘4y P. M.,inthe Y. M.C. A. Rooms. Conductor, Professor 
J. L. Chapman, assisted by the Rev. Drs. J. T. Duryea, C. N. Sims, 
and J. B. Thomas. Primary class, every Saturday afternoon, in the 
Y.M.C. A. rooms. 

Cambridge, Mass., Sunday-school Teachers’ Union Meeting for Lesson 
Study, every Tuesday evening, in the chapel of the First Baptist Church, 
Central Square. Conducted by the Rev. R. R. Meredith, of Boston. 

Chicago: Union Meeting for Lesson Study every Saturday, at noon, in 
Farwell Hall. Also, Normal Class every Saturday, at 11 A. M., in Far- 
well Hall, conducted by B. F. Jacobs. Primary Class Teachers’ Meet- 
ing every Saturday at 2 P. M., in Bible Work Room, Y. M. C. A. Build- 
ing. Superintendents’ Meeting and Sociable, second Tuesday of every 
month, at Mr. Moody's Church. South Side Teachers’ Meeting, fourth 
Tuesday evening of the month, at Trinity M. E. Church. West Side 
Teachers’ Meeting, third Tuesday evening of the month, at Union Park 
Congregational Church. Teachers’ Library and Reading Room, at 150 
Madison Street. 

Cincinnati, O., Primary Class Teachers’ Meeting every Saturday at 
3P.M., in the Y. M. C. A. Hall. Union Meeting for Lesson Study 
every Saturday, at 3.45 P. M., in the Y. M. C. A. Hall. 

Cleveland, O., Union Meeting for Lesson Study every Saturday, from 12 
to 12.45 P. M. in the Chapel of the Young Men’s Christian Association. 
Conducted by the Rev. Francis A. Horton. 

Columbus, O., Bible Class for Lesson Study meets in the Y. M. C. A. 
Parlor every Tuesday at 7.30 P. M. 

Detroit, Mich., Union Meeting for Lesson Study, every Saturday even- 
ing, in the Y. M.C, A. Hall. Led by the Rey. Dr. A. T. Pierson. 

Halifax, N.8., Union Meeting for International Lesson Study every Sat- 
urday, at 8 P. M., in the Class-room Y. M. C. A. Hall. 

Harrisburg, Pa., Union Meeting for Lesson Study every Thursday even- 
ing in the Y. M. C. A. Rooms. 


Indianapolis, Ind., Union Meeting for Lesson Study every Saturday at 
noon. Training class for Christian Workers every Tuesday evening. 
Both inthe Y. M. C. A. Chapel, and both conducted by Mr. C. P. Jacobs. 

Ingersoll, Ontario: Union Meeting for Lesson Study, every Monday 
evening, at 8 o'clock, at W. H. Howells’s Gallery. Conducted by the 
Rev. John McEwen. 

Newark, N. J., Union Meeting for Lesson Study, every Saturday at 
4 P. M., in the Clinton Street Congregational Church, 

New Haven, Conn., Union Meeting for Lesson Study, every Saturday, at 
4P. M., in the Y. M. C. A. Rooms, 325 Chapel Street. 


New York, N. Y., Primary Teachers’ Meeting every Saturday at 3 P. M., 
in the Y.M.C. A. lecture-room. Union Meeting for Lesson Study, 
every Thursday, at 4.30 P. M.,in the chapel of the Rev. Dr. Howard 
Crosby’s church; conducted by Mr. Ralph Wells. Superintendents’ 
Class every Tuesday, at 4 P. M., in the Fulton Street Chapel, conducted 
by the Rev. A. F. Schauffler. 

Philadelphia, Union Meeting for Lesson Study, every Thursday evening 
and at noon every Saturday, in the Y. M.C. A. Hall, corner of Fifteenth 
and Chestnut Streets. 

Pittsburg, Pa., Union Meeting for Lesson Study every Saturday at noon 
in the Y. M. C. A. Rooms, No. 33 Fifth Avenue. 


chances for inquiry. At the first, a Delaware cabin, they 
understood but little and talked less. The family sat at 
breakfast ; a large chunk of lean boiled hog was steaming 
on the table, with a plentiful supply of yams. The head 
of the house pointed to the south-west, said, “ Joe Thomp- 
son, he know.” 

A short drive brought us to Sand Creek,—so called, I 
suppose, because the bed is strewn with large sand 
rocks. Winding our way along the base of wood-covered 
and glory-crowned mountains, we came to the home of 
the Speaker of the House of Congress of the Cherokee 
nation. Mrs. Thompson, unlike most of the Indians, 
came out with true Yankee curiosity to see who we were, 
and gave us intelligent directions. Mr. Thompson had 
tried to ride a fractious horse, which ran with him fifteen 
miles, killed himself, and injured the Speaker. He had 
to return home on foot for another horse, and the danger 
was that the wool-sack at Tah-le-quah would not be occu- 
pied in time,—for it was near noon Saturday, Congress 
opened Monday morning, and about a hundred and 
fifty miles lay between him and the wool-sack, which 
distance could be lessened only by the help of a saddle- 
horse. . 

Like all mortals we followed the multitude to go astray 
by taking beaten trail. At this time Mr. Paxson shot 
some game. Bang! went the breech-loader; the ever- 
lasting hills echoed the sound. Mrs. Thompson, with 
the quick ear of an Indian, knew we were on the wrong 
track by the sound of the gun, and came through the 
timber across the creek to set us right. We were in a 
prairie of about two thousand acres, enclosed by an 
amphitheatre of hills clothed with timber, and could not 
see our way out save by this one wrong way. But, like the 
journey of life, our way lay over the rugged hill of diffi- 
culty. 


This climbing, like all moral and spiritual climbing, 
gave us large views: tier on tier the wooded hills ex- 
tended in the distance into a blue haze; away down in 
the valley were patches of russet prairie, or more often 
blackened by the sweep of the fires, as far as the eye 
could reach, and all day not a sign of human habitation. 
We traveled along and enjoyed this majestic scenery till 
we grew hungry, but found no water till afternoon. We 
came to a wall of fire; fire to the right of us, fire to the 
left of us. We looked on, and wondered if the horses had 
nerve enough to dash through the crest of it, but onward 
we thundered. Charlie is an old Sunday-school horse, 
and can stand fire or anything but the smell of an Osage 
or Pawnee Indian. 

Refreshed by dinner, we passed over hills where the 
ragged edges of huge rocks made a very uneven pave- 


| stream, and away they dash up the canon, which lies 


beyond. A few remained, and lit their camp-fires a short 
distance from us, but we did notsee that it kept our party 
from sleeping. 

Before sunset we got to the Arkansas River, which is dan- 
gerous to ford because of quicksand. We divided the 
load, crossed twice, and arrived, before dark, at the home 
of Agent Williams, who sent word through the settle- 
ment that there would bea meeting at seven o’clock. 
This meeting was composed both of the heathen and 
those who had left home and friends to lift the heathen 
out of degradation and place their feet on the Rock. 
Mr. Paxson talked with his usual earnestness on the 
theme of his life, and sent the Pawnees seventy-seven 
dollars’ worth of literature. 

The next morning we were en route for the Sac and 
Fox agency. We followed the frequented road, which led 
to an Indian village of turf-houses, one of which was 
about thirty feet in diameter. The houses were round, 
with a dome roof, the smoke coming out of the apex. 
The fire was on the floor in the middle of the room. 
A long covered passage led into this curious chamber, 
where berths for sleeping were ranged around the side. 
An old “ doctor,” with a red flannel turban and blanket, 
led the way into the hut, while the crowd of Indians fol- 
lowed. One led along his little boy to see the sight of 
white men. 

Two hours after dark we came to the Cimmerone River, 
pitched our tent, and slept till daylight. The water was 
brackish and undrinkable, so we loaded up and traveled 
on, leaving the deer and bears in their solitudes. 

Next day we gave chase to two large gray wolves, but 
they would not stop to be shot. It was raining when we 
entered the settlement of the agency. We had not seen 
a house or human being for nearly three days. There 
was a meeting at the chapel, whither we went, and on 
invitation gave our testimony for the Master. We made 
arrangements for meetings for Sunday, when we held 
four meetings, including the Sunday-school. Chief Keo- 
kuk and Che-ka-skuk each handed us two dollars for 
books. We sent them seventy-five dollars’ worth, which 
will help the workers for years. 

Then, after getting our broken axle mended, we started 
for Okmulkee, over a very rocky road. Okmulkee is the 
capital of the Creek nation. They have recently replaced 
the log council house with a solid square stone structure. 
We got there too late to see any of the Sunday-school 
workers. The writer started a Sunday-school here two 
years ago; and on inquiry found the school in working 
order. We supplied them International lesson papers. 
On the way to Muskogee we called on the superintendent 
of Cane Creek Sunday-school, Mr. Isaac Smith, the negro 
Indian who learned himself to read and write. He has 
built himself a large story-and-a-half house out of forest 
timber, split with the axe,—siding, shingles, and all but 
the floor. The Sunday-school has been in regular opera- 
tion summer and winter. 

At Muskogee the train came along and took Messrs. 
William and Corey Paxson to St. Louis; the other two 
drove the Sunday-school team, and helped another of our 
Sunday-schools at Harry Buffington’s, on Grand River. 
So we plod on from day to day. 


GENERAL. 





ment, endangering the axle of the wagon. By sundown 
we came in sight of the bell tower of the agency boarding- 
house,—a monument to the good sense of Agent Gibson. 





St. Louis, Union Meeting for Lesson Study every Saturday at noon, in the 
Y. M. C. A. Rooms, 704 Olive Street, conducted by various ministers. 


Toronto, Can., Teachers’ Union Meeting for International Lesson Study 
every Saturday, in the Y. M.C. A. Parlor, from 4 to 5 o'clock P. M. 
Led by the Hon. Vice-Chancellor Blake. Normal Class every Friday 
evening, in the Y. M.C. A. Parlor. Conducted by Mr. James Hughes. 

Louisville, Ky., Union Meeting for Lesson Study, every Saturday, at 
5 P. M., in the Y. M. C. A. Rooms, 


Washington, D. C., Sunday-school Teachers’ Normal class every Mon- 
day, at 6 P. M., in the Y. M. C. A. Hall. 


A SUNDAY SCHOOL MISSIONARY TOUR IN 
THE INDIAN TERRITORY. 
BY JOHN CAssELL. 
It was a bright morning in October which found us on 


our way to the Osage country in the Indian Territory. 
The trail was dim and uncertain, and we had but two 


| We pitched our tent near the agency, and cooked our 
supper, which we shot on the way, and slept on our bed 
|of fresh hay. The clear sound of the bell on Sunday 
| morning rang like the marriage-bell of faith and hope for 
| the poor Indian. 

| A well-dressed company of white people partly filled 


| the room ; a few adult Indians, the remainder children. | 


Sunday-school over, William Paxson talked to the people 
on the all-important topic, the Bible for the children. 
| Corey Paxson conducted a Bible reading at three P. M. ; 
at seven, preaching service. We left (regretting our ina- 
| bility to stay) for the Pawnee agency. On a barn we 
saw a notice that “ no smoking or swearing” was allowed. 
A rain compelled us to camp by a clear stream, where 
two of the party caught fish for dinner, while the others 


—The executive committee of the Evangelical Alliance 
of the United States has suggested the following pro- 
gramme for the Week of Prayer, 1879; subject, of course, 
to such alterations as may be necessary in particular 
churches and communities : 

Pulpit subject 
| Union.” 
| Monday, January 6.—Thanksgiving for the blessings ot 
| the year past, and prayer for their continuance. 
| Tuesday, January 7.—Prayer for the Church of Christ: 
its ministers, its growth in grace and its enlargement. 

Wednesday, January 8.—Christian Education: the 
| family, the young, colleges, seminaries of learning, Sunday 

and other schools; Christian associations of young men 
| and of young women. 
| Thursday, January 9.—For Nations: rulers and people; 
| for peace and religious liberty in the earth. 
| Friday, January 10.—The Press: for a blessing on 


for Sunday, January 5, “ Christian 

















ance and other social reforms, 
Saturday, January 11.—Home 
and the conversion of the world. 
It is also suggested that public union meetings be held 
on the evening of Sunday, January 12, for “ prayer, 
praise, and the presentation of the object and work of the 
Evangelical Alliance.” 


and Foreign Missions, 


BOOKS AND WRITERS. 


PUBLICATIONS RECEIVED. 


A Popular Commentary on the New Testament, by English and Ameri- 


ean scholars of various evaugelical <enominations. Edited by | 
Philip Schaff, D.D. Illustrated and w.:h maps. Vol. I—Matthew, | 
Mark, and Luke. Large 8vo, cloth, pp. xii, 508. New York: Charles 


Scribner’s Sons. Price, $6.00, 


Paper Money ; a collection of the principal historical facts bearing upon 
the current financial discussion. By H. W. Richardson. 1lémo, 
paper, pp. 59. New York: D. Appleton & Co. Price, 15 cents. 


Social Etiquette in New York. I8mo, cloth, pp. 187. The same. Price, 
$1.00, 


The Diary ofa Woman. From the French of Octave Feuillet. (Collec- 
tion of Foreign Authors i6mo, paper, pp. 212. The same. Price, 
50 cents. 

The Royal Invitation, or, Dai y Thoughts on Coming to Christ; and 
Loyal Responses, or, Daily Melodies for the King’s Minstrels. By 
Frances Ridley Havergal New edition, 2 vols. in 1.) 18mo, cloth, 
pp. 128, 969. New York: Anson D. F. Randolph & Co. Price, 8% | 


cents, 


The Ministry of Song. (New edition.) | 


32m0, cloth, pp. xi, 207. 


By Frances Ridley Havergal 
The same. Price, 75 cents. 
3y Julia P. Ballard and Annie 

pp- v, 116. New York: G. P. Put- 


The Scarlet Oak, and other poems. 
Lenthat Smith. Sm. 4to, cloth, 
nan’s Sons. 


Little Chatterbox. Illustrated. Sm. 4to, boards, pp. 102. New York: | 
R. Worthington. Price, 75 cents. } 
| 
Linda; or, Uber das Meer. By Mrs. H. L. Crawford. Sm. 4to, cloth, pp. | 
230. New York: Authors’ Publishing Company. Price, $1.25. | 
The Berean Question Book (International Series) for 1879. Sq. 16mo, 
boards, pp. 132. New York: Nelson & Phillips. 


The National Temperance Almanac and Teetotaler’s Year Book for 1877. 
3y J. N. Stearns. Illustrated. 18mo, paper, pp.64. New York: Na- 
tional Temperance Society. Price, 10 cents. 


Prince Deukalion. By Bayard Taylor. 
Boston: Houghton, Osgood, & Co.—Of all American poets, 
none, we believe, is able to compose so rapidly, and yet so 
well, as the United States Minister to Germany. 
his shorter pieces, and even long and ambitious poems, have 


A Lyrical Drama. 


Some of 


been written with a facility really wonderful, considering 
their quality. The present drama of one hundred and sey- 
enty-one pages, bears evidence of this rapidity of composition, | 





though its theme is nothing less than the entire progress of | 
humanity 
takes and passes the Christian religion, though the cross is 

mentioned in complimentary terms, and God is retained. | 
We need hardly say that on its religious side the poem is 

heartily to be condemned to our readers. 
good taste is concerned, Mr. Taylor here treats the Christian | 
religion even less courteously than in his somewhat similar | 
work, The Masque of the Gods. In literary style, not- 

withstanding a few strong passages, it also is inferior to that 

drama. 
before the reader, and the number of personages introduced 
(representing this or that characteristic of history) is so 
large as to be somewhat confusing. The “argument” was evi- 
dently designed to be written in the archaic English made 
familiar to modern readers in the poems of Mr. -William 
Morris and his fellows. 





a progress which in Mr. Taylor’s drama over- 


As far, even, as 


The central thought is not always kept clearly 


But Morris really reproduces both 
the spirit and the words of the early writers who prefixed 
Mr. Tay- 
lor, however, writes modern English, whose contemporary 


“ arguments” to their narrative poems or dramas. 


quality is but thinly disguised under terminations in “ eth,” 
which, indeed, the poet sometimes forgets to continue through- 
out a consecutive line. What miserable mongrels are sen- 
tences like these:—“In Act II., which opens a thousand 
“Act III. dealeth with 


whatever part of this present Century the intelligent reader 


years later, Medusa reigneth.”’ 
” “That some fashion of a clew 
may be attached to a work which the Author hopes will 
not, in any case, be found labyrinthine, he hath been advised 
by various Friends in whose counsel he putteth trust (the 


shall consider most fitting. 


We would 
remind Mr. Taylor that “all that flams is not flamboyant ;” 
and would advise him to leave such displays of learning to 
the Rev. Homer Wilbur, A. M. (Sm. 4to, cloth, pp. 171. 
Price, $3.00.) 


same being Poets) to set forth this argument.” 


* 
By Sarah Helen Whitman. Boston: Houghton, 
Osgood, & Co.—Mrs. Whitman, who died last summer, once 


Poems. 


held a much higher rank as a poet than she now possesses ; 
for it was not difficult, thirty or forty years ago, for the 
writer of respectable sentimental verse to win a fair position 
in public favor. But Mrs. Whitman’s place in the history 
of American literature is sufficiently prominent to warrant 
this complete and handsome presentation of her poetical 
works—a presentation modestly withheld until after the 
death of theauthor. The frontispiece is a fine steel engraving 
from an early portrait, and the mechanical appearance of the 
volume leaves nothing to be asked for. 
editors offer this surprising statement: “It will be observed 
that they [the poems] contain occasional repetitions of. 
sentiments, ideas, and favorite images, not only her own, but 
those of other poets. Mrs. Whitman regarded all true 


In the preface the 


| was the original language of Matthew’s Gospel. 


| was written in Hebrew;’ 


| ment. 


| often disfigure works of this sort. 
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it, except where, from unfamiliarity, the cultivated reader 
might {fail to recognize the quotation.” We should hardly 
accept as an original contribution, for the columns of this 
journal, one of the medley poems which go the rounds of the 
Yet their authors merely 
poetry as a contribution to the common language of poets.” 
Price, $1.50.) 


‘ 


country papers. ‘regard all true 
(16mo, cloth, pp. xii, 261. 


The Historical Foundation of Christianity. 


Philadelphia: American Sunday School Union.—This book 


By a Layman. 


| purports to be a brief outline of argument for the authen- 
purt 


ticity of the Gospels and the supernatural character of 
Jesus. 


has done a good deal of special reading in one line of the 


It is a respectable compilation, by a layman who 


| larger authorities on the main subject; and is doubtless a 


work of considerable power. It is marred in several spots, 
however, where more complete erudition would Shave kept 
the author from error. 


For instance, p. 52, speaking of 


Papias’s testimony recorded in Eusebius, he says, “ There 
seems little ground for any difference of opinion as to what 
All the 
early writers who say anything on the subject, tell us that it 


, 


the researches of Hilgenfeld have shown that the two spuri- 


| ous Gospels of the Hebrews are mistaken by most of the 


very early historians for a supposed Hebrew original of 


| Matthew’s Gospel ; and that their testimony is valueless on 
The author, moreover, does not show the best of | 


the point. 
judgment in citing authorities; nor much discretion in his 


(16mo, cloth, pp. 108.) 


Golden Thoughts on Mother, Home, and Heaven. 
introduction by Theodore L. Cuyler, D.D. New York: 
E. B. Treat.—This volume will be in request as a holiday 
gift-book, and also for wedding and other presentation. It 
contains a large number of selections, in prose and verse, 
from authors old and new, arranged under the three general 
heads indicated in the title. 
been catholic, and we find many authors of humble literary 
rank represented here; but we have not noted the insertion 
of the pieces of twaddle or absurd sentimentalism which too 
As Dr. Cuyler says in his 
introduction, “the compiler’s selections seem to have been 
made with excellent taste ; the ruling motive being to choose 
those things which would be the most practical and the most 
profitable.” (4to, cloth, illustrated, pp. 415. Price, $2.75.) 
The Scarlet Oak, and other, poems. 


and Annie Lenthal Smith. New York: G. P. 


By Julie P. Ballard | 


Putnam’s | 
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| poetry as a contribution to the common language of poets, | general title of the book. To those, in particular, who like 
| and often drew from this source without specially indicating | 


to read poems in which one strong thought is gracefully 
expressed in a few lines, we commend Mr. Piatt’s pieces. 
(16mo, eloth, pp. 129. Price, $1.50.) 


Uber Das Meer. By Mrs. H. L. Crawford. 
New York: Author’s Publishing Company.—This story of a 
child’s journey to Europe has little to recommend it save a 


Linda ; or, 


certain pleasant vivacity of manner. The familiar scenes 
described are not made newly attractive in the present nar- 
rative, which devotes far to much space to the usual tiresome 
record of personal doings, exclamations, etc. Those unfamil- 
iar with other books of travel will, of course, get some infor- 
mation from its pages. (Sm. 4to, cloth, pp. 230. Price, $1.25.) 
Ants and their Works, as studied by the Boys of Brentwood. 
In the 
guise of a story of school-boy life, this volume presents a 


Philadelphia: American Sunday School Union. 


popular contribution to the study of natural history. The good 


| old fashion of offering information on this subject in the form 


| of dialogues seems likely never to be abandoned. 


and he seems to be unaware that | 


| frequent citation of an author to prove an axiomatic state- | 


With an | 


The task of the compiler has | 


| inspires interest in their study. 


Sons.—This handsome volume contains poems by the two | 


women named on the title-page, who have done wisely in 


grouping their pieces together, since they have a certain kin- | 


ship of thought and expression. 
poetical thoughts, pleasantly expressed, and the merit of the 
collection is higher than that of most first volumes of verse. 
The authors are more successful in their sonnets than in blank 
verse. Of these two difficult forms of composition, the lat- 
ter should never be attempted save by 


Some of the poems contain 


poets who feel the 


strong fire within them. (Sm. 4to, cloth, illustrated, 
pp. 116. 

Sermons, Doctrinal and Practical. By the Rev. William 
Archer Butler, M.A. New York: Robert Carter & 


Brothers.—This edition of the popular and almost stand- 
ard sermons of that brilliant young philosopher and preacher 
of Dublin, William Archer Butler, who died just thirty 


years ago, and whom Sir William Hamilton praised, isa very | 


complete one. It includes the collections made both by Dean 
Thomas Woodward and Professor Jeremie of Cambridge, 
containing, together, no less than fifty sermons, with Dean 
Woodward’s full and appreciative biographical sketch. The 
edition is printed from new plates, and is neatly bound for 
the library. (2 vols., 12mo, pp. 474, 408. Price, $2.50.) 
Alliston. Boston: Houghton, Osgood, & Co.—This volume 
contains the first American life in the Artist Biography 
series. It does not differ in general plan from previous 
It is 
also the first separate biography of the eminent artist, and 


issues, but, of course, possesses greater local interest. 


contains much new material. The volume, we presume, 
closes the Artist Biography series, which, as a whole, or in 
separate ) mes, we again heartily commend to individual 
readers, and to scl and public libraries. To the latter 
they ought be nearly indispensable. (18mo, cloth, pp. 
192. Price ) cen 


Poems of House and Home. By John James Piatt. Bos- 
ton: Houghton, Osgood, & Co.—We gladly welcome a new 
collection of poems by that genuine singer, Mr. John James 
Piatt. 
pieces, fifty-eight in all, on a wide variety of subjects, but 
sufficiently of kin to deserve classification together under the 


This handsomely printed volume includes his later 


* 


The value 
of the present book would have been increased by the use of 
Two of the three presented 
(16mo, cloth, illustrated, pp. 251.) 


more and better illustrations. 
are wretched indeed. 


Little Chatterbor. New York: R. Worthington.—This 
volume is constructed on the familiar and popular plan of the 
larger English magazine Chatterbox, which has become quite 
a standard holiday book in this country. The present book 
is in American type, with English text and pictures, and is 
for younger children. 
pictures, accompanied by brief readings, in prose and poetry, 
It is bound in bright 


It has plenty of large and attractive 


printed in large type for young eyes. 
covers. (Sm. 4to, boards, pp. 104. Price, 75 cents.) 

Heavenly Dawn ; original and selected pieces. By Mar-. 
garet H. Morris. Philadelphia: Claxton, Remsen, & Haffel- 
finger.—This volume contains a large number of poems on 
home life. The selected pieces are often from unfamiliar 
sources ; both the original and selected poems are of varying 
merit. 
of the author’s research in unfamiliar fields. 
pp. 402. Price, $1.25.) 


The chief value of the anthology lies in its evidence 
(16mo, cloth, 


Brother Ben ; and The Bird Summer. 
Miller. 
pleasing stories of moderate length are here bound togéther. 


By Mary Esther 
Boston: Congregational Publishing Society.—Two 


The second and longer imparts information about birds, and 
The frontispiece to the first 
story is quite a little work of art. (16mo, cloth, illustrated, 


pp. 260, Price, $1.00.) 


Boston : 
This quiet German 


Stick to the Raft. By Mrs. George Gladstone. 
Publishing Society. 
story, apparently of English authorship, tells how a human 
life was saved by a raft ; and its moral is that there is simi- 
larly a divine aid without which the soul cannot be rescued 
from its peril. (16mo, cloth, illustrated, pp. 180. 
cents. ) 





Congregational 


Price, 75 


The Golden Rule, of Boston, will become a monthly maga- 
zine with the new year, called The Golden Rule Magazine. 


Scribner & Co., of New York, have nearly ready Spiritual 
Songs, a new hymn and tune book, edited by the Rev. Dr. 
Charles S. Robinson. 


The National Temperance Society has issued, as usual, its 
Almanac and Teetotaler’s Year Book for next year, with 
brief 
illustrations. 


many selections of reading-matter and numerous 


Adams’s Synchronological Chart, lately noticed in these 
columns, is not published by 8S. C. Adams, at Cincinnati, as 
we supposed, but by F. W. Woodbridge & Co., of Ravenna, 
Ohio. Mr. C. C. Curtiss is its Philadelphia agent, at 501 
Chestnut Street, Room 7. 


President E. P. Tenney, of Colorado College, has sent out 
the fourth edition of his interesting and suggestive pamphlet, 
The New West. 
and possibilities of the distant West, and shows the service 


It clearly displays the educational needs 
which Colorado College hopes to do. The price of the 
pamphlet is fifty cents. 


Dr. C. V. A. Van Dyck, of the Syrian Mission, and the 
Syrian Protestant College, but better known as the trans- 
lator of the Bible into Arabic, had added two more works to 
his already long list of volumes issued for the spread of good 
and the gospel among the Syrians. These are (1.) a medical 
treatise on Pathology, and (2.) a History of the Reformation, 


translated, we believe, with some editing, from D’Aubigné. 


Littell’s Living Age is now publishing, as its chief serial, 


Sir Gibbie, by George Macdonald. The story has all the 


| gentle winsomeness which so pleased the readers of Mr. 
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Macdonald’s earlier works. This serial is | 
but one of the excellent and agreeable | 
things received every week by the readers | 
of Littell’s Living Age, which has so long | 
been far the best of our American eclectic | 
publications, whether we consider the wisdom | 
with which its selections are made, or the 
wide range which they cover. “Littell” is 
now one of the oldest of periodicals, and | 
begins, on the first of January next, its one 
undred and fortieth quarterly volume. 


BUSIN ESS DEPARTMENT. 

A correct statement of the circulation of | 
The Sunday School Times is given each week. | 
The regular edition this week is 27,500 copies. | 
A large extra edition is also printed. Adver- 
tisers are free to examine the subscription list | 
at any time. 


PRESENT Trot wy James H. Brookes, | 
Being Testimony of the Holy Ghost on the 
Coming of The Lord, the Divinity of 
Christ, and the Personality of the Holy 
Ghost. Nearly 250 pages. Cloth, 75 cents. | 
Paper, 25 cents. Address E. A. Wilson, 
Publisher, Springfield, Il. 

The Food for Lambs is the paper you 
want for your primary class. Simple story 
of the lesson in each number. Weekly, 
4 pages, and finely illustrated. Specimen 
copies of above, and Labor of Love, from 
Edward A. Wilson, Senge, Ills, 


For Bronchial, Asthmatic, and Pulmo- 
nary complaints, “ Brown’s Bronchial Tro- 
ches” manifest remarkable curative prop- 
erties, Like all other meritorious articles, 
they are frequently imitiated, and those 
purchasing should be sure to obtain the 
genuine “ Bronchial Troches.” 


SPECIAL NOTICES. 





GoverRNoR Hoyt's GRaND Marcu. By % —— 


With i. icture of Governor-elect. Price, 40 
—- ALKER, 1113 Chestnut Street, Philadel: 
ph 


WorpD MAKING AND Worp TakING, The best 
ame. Sent by mail fa! ve and Dealers supplied 

oy B. M. HAMMETT Sroeawey, New York. 
E. HAMMETT, Jr., hewps 


SARATOGA SPRINGS IN WINTER. Drs. Strong’s 
Remedial Institute has Turkish, Russian, Hydro- 
pathic and Electric Baths Equalizer and other valu- 
able facilities for srealag ervous, Lung, Female and 
other diseases. Prices reduced. Send for circular. 


Curistmas Jack. A touching temperance story. 
ie KE. A. Rand, author of Kindling-Wood Jimmy, 


, Lieuts. By F. E. Cooke. The stories of 
the lives of Michael pA OS Madame Guyon, Luther, 
and Perthes. Capital lessons a he young. 0c. Both 
pd American Tract Soc ety New York; Depository, 

12 Chestnut Street, Philadelphia. 


APPLETONS JOURNAL.—Art Journal.— 
Science Monthly. The Best Advertising Mediums. 


SEND FOR CATALOGUES 
Cassell, Petter. & Galpin, New York. 


READ THE ATLANTIC MONTHLY. 


SCRIBNER’S MONTHLY. 


| Club,” 


Increase in Popularity. 


So great have been the attractions of recent | 
issues of SCRIBNER’S MONTHLY that the edi- 
tion in England has almost doubled within a | 
few months, and its circulation at home is in- 
creasing with unexampled rapidity. 

Among the features of 1879 specially worthy 
of note, we may mention: 

The portraits and illustrated life-sketches of 
EMERSON, HOLMES anv WHITTIER, con- 
tinuing the familiar series of FRONTISPIECE 
PORTRAITS, begun with Bryant and Longfellow. 

THE EMPIRE OF 
illustrated papers, showing not only the general | 
resources, cities and romantic aspects of the 
region, but also treating in a practical way the 
commercial and industrial relations between 
this country and the whole southern half of 
| this continent. No expense has been spared in 
| the preparation of these papers, which will be 
full, accurate and richly Ulustrated. The first 
| two will be “THE METROPOLIS OF THE AMa- 
zons,” and “THz MkDITERRANEAN OF 
AMERICA.” 

STUDIES IN THE SIERRAS, by John 
Muir, the California naturalist; graphic and 


BRAZIL, a series of | e 


FOR 1879. | 
LIPPINCOTT’S MAGAZINE, 


AN ILLUSTRATED MONTHLY OF 


Literature, Science, Art, and Travel. 


With the January number commences the twenty- 
third volume and twelfth year of LIPPINCOTT’S 
MAGAZINE. The conductors take pleasure in stat- 
ing that we | the coming year they will spare no 
orts to supply their patrons with a fund of 


The Best and Most Attractive Reading, 
Aiming to furnish entertainment, in the best sense, for 
every diversity of taste,—to be of no class, of no party, | 


but belonging to all and profitable to all. 
The contents of the Magazine will embrace attractive 


Serial Novels, Short Stories, Sketches of 
Travel, History and Biography, Essays 
on Popular Questions of the Day, 
Papers of Wit and Humor, Ar- 
ticles on Popular Science, 





victuresque | studies of the California Alps. 

“THE TILE CLUB AT 
“AT PLAY,” descriptions of the origin and 
| life of one of the New York outgrowths of deco- 
rative art, will be found unique and entertain- | 
ing. The illustrations are by members of “ The | 
-Abbey, O’ Donovan, Weir, Homer, and 
others 

“THE OLD MASTE RS,” a series by CLAR- 
ENCE Cook, begins with “LEONARDO DA 
VINCI’ Among the masterpieces reproduced 
are the “Last Supper,” “ Head of Christ,’”’ and 
the “ Mona Lisa.” 

The three last papers are in the January 
number. 

“OLD MARYLAND MANNERS,” por- 
traying the quaintness of Maryland 130 years 
ago, illustrated by the author, is also in 
ar 
LANIER contributes a series, ‘‘ THE 
NEw Sours ;” ALLAN ©. 


timore, au li hter series, “‘ THE ‘ JOHNNY REB’ 


“THe UNIVERSITIES OF EUROPE,” including 
sketches of leading men in the noted Universi- 
ties of Great Britain and the Continent. Amon 
other papers may be mentioned AMERICAN an 
CANADIAN Sports, FARM LIFE, “ CAVES AND 
CAVE SCENERY,’ ‘‘ LAWN PLANTING FOR 
SMALL PLACES.” AMERICAN ART AND AR- 
TISTS, AMERICAN ARCH®OLOGY, MODERN 
INVENTORS (begun with Edison), etc., ete. 
“HAWORTH’S ” 
by Mrs. FRANCES HODGSON Burnerr is the 
leading serial, to run through the year. 

The Springfield Republican says that ‘“ Ha- 
worth’s’ promises to be a greater novel than 
“That Lass o’ Lowrie’s;”’ that a larger number 
of strongly individualized characters are already 
indicated ; and the author’s power in painting 
scenes, fn ‘dramatic motion, and in picturesque 
humor, is perfectly sustained. 


cognition as a new original force in literature.” 


manufacturing life in North Lancashire,the opens 
ing chapters deserve to be put very high indeed. 
bovesnn’s NOVEL, “ FALCONBERG,”’ a tale 
of Norse life, begun in August to end in April, 
will be followed by a story of 
“ LIFE IN New ORLEANS,” by GEORGE W. 
CABLE, author of the ori inal an striking Creole 
sketches published in SCRIBNER’S MONTHLY. 
Pre-eminent among magazines as the repre- 





SEE PAINE’S CHURCH FURNITURE. 

BUY FAIRBANKS & CO.'S. TYPE WRITER. 

Charles Scribner's Sons, 743 Broadway, N. Y. 

Use “ Maize Flour Toilet Soap.” 

11 Cent Zephyr. Finn, Seventh and Arch, Phila. 

Rob't Carter & Bros., Publishers, 530 Broadway, N. Y. 

WORCESTER'S DICTIONARY IS THE BEST. 

PEMAQUID, by MRS. PRENTISS, §1.75 

USE WALTER BAKER & CO.’8 CHOCOLATE, 
U. D. Ward, Publisher, 150 Nassau St., up stairs, N. Y. 
Library numbers, Van Everen, 191 Fulton St., N. Y. 
J. L. Patten & Co,, Publishers of Leisure Hours, N. Y. 
SUNDAY AFTERNOON, Springfield, Mass. 

SUBSCRIBE FOR LITTELL’S LIVING AGE. 
G ARRIGUES BROS., Jimny, Pa, & 8. — 

HARPER'S CATALOGUE FREE on sy 
enclosing 9 cents for postage. 


RYANT’S LATEST Complete Work. 
Address, Fords, Howard, & Hulbert, N. Y, 


2 Fancy New Year Cards, Latet Styles, with name, 
10 cents, Star Card Company, Albany, By Ee 


4) of the Prettiest Cards 
25 


ou ever saw, with name, 
10e., post-paid, Gro. I. a. N.Y. 


EED & Co., Nassat 


25 ) Fancy Cards with name, 1c. Plain or gold, 150 | | Mrs. H. B. Stowe’s Illustrated Tales. 
e 


styles. Agent's outfit, 10c. Hull &Co., Hudson, N.Y, 


Ces S“ BON MARCHE" for Millinery & Fanc 
/ Goods, 43 N. 8th Street, Phila. Goods sent by mail, | 


P U L PIT H E L PS Let every Minister 
I : 

the very best and cheapest. Send Ve ont Fy my 

8. T. BUCK, Milton, Pa. 


QaED Se for Catalogue of Sunday-school Books and | 
ublished by the American Sunday School 
Union, No. 12 Chestnut Street, Philadelphia. 


" adies’ Lined Gloves, 25c.; 2-button kid gloves, we 
#button, $1.00; Ladies’ ‘white merino hose, 
linen front, finished, unlaundried shirt; men's m 4 
suspenders, 3c., by mail, from 

J. D. CARLISLE, Pittsburg. 


St. Nich- 
azine in the 


A CHRISTMAS PRESENT Ev ERY MONTH, 
olas, the handsomest children’s m 
world. Subscribe now and make the children happy 
for a year. Priee, $8.00 a year. 3 cents > pemee. 
Scribner & Co., 743 Broadway, New York. 


ARIS.—Mdlle. Dumagny’s Fisting School, Bou- 
logne, Seine, near Paris. ee, 3 recommended 
by Parents of former Pupils. Next te begin Jan 


pictorial illustration, SCRIBNER’s MONTHLY 
will present during the current year, even 
broader claims to public attention. 

Terms, $4.00 a yoar in advance ; 35 cents a number. 


Subscriptions received by all booksellers and 
masters. Persons wishing to subscribe direct should 
| write name, Post-office, County, and State, in full, and 
send with remittance in check, P. O. money order, or 
registered letter, to 


SCRIBNER & CO., 
743 & 745 Broadway, New York. 


CHOICE 


AND 


Inexpensive Gift Books, 








POGANUC PEOPLE (her latest) ... 
WE AND OUR NEIGHBORS .... 
MY WIFE ANDI 


BETTY’S BRIGHT IDEA and Other Christ- 
mas Slories .......... 





oeneecess af 


WORK,” and | 


REDWOOD, of Bal- | 


PAPE RS,’ ’ illustrated by the author, begun in | 
November. BOYESEN will have articles on 


“Mrs. Burnett is | 
advancing vigorously to the fulfillment of our re- | 


he London Academy says that for vigor,humor | 
and rendering (dialect and all) of the scenes of | 


sentative of the best American literature, and,at | 
the same time, the highest reach of the art of 


Poems, Reviews, etc. 


OUR MONTHLY GOSSIP, always an important 
| | “qpartment of this journal, will be carefully sustained. 
CTORIAL EMBELLISHMENT ofthe Maga- 
zine will be a matter of careful attention, with the ob- 
ject of rendering it an especially attractive feature. 
Among the ———— that will appear in the new 
volume are the followi 
A Series of ILLUSTR TED Papers on FRENCH 
aoa , by Epwarp KINe, LEJEUNE, and 


A = of Articles on GERMAN POLITICAL LIFE, 
by the author of “ German Home Life. 

A Series of [LLUST Bate Sketches of RAMBLES 
IN THE WI Ls ¢ Bee my — CENTRAL 


AMERICA, by Dr. Fevirx L. Oswa 
A Series of SOCIETY STORIES under the title of 
“ WOMEN’S HUSBANDS,” by an anonymous 





write 

A Series of Sketches of A LIFE IN THE 
SOUT See ANNIE PoRTE 

ILLUSTRA ED ARTICLES Generintive of LIFE 
and ADVENTURES in the CAUCASUS, by (GEORGE 
KENNAN, poh of “ Tent Life in Siberia;”” WILD 
BOARS AND BOAR HUNTING by Dr. G. A. 
Ss WELL; CAPRI, by Dwiegut BENTON; ENG- 
LISH SCENERY, b ENRY JAMES, Jr.. etc., etc. 

Contributions from the author of “ The Honorable 
Miss an rs. R. H. Davis, OLIVE LOGAN, 
JENN WOODVILLE, SHERWOOD BONNER (author 

| of Like unto Like”), Mary Dan, (author of “The 


Boy on a Hill Farm’ }, etc., ete. 





| EXTRAORDINARY INDUCEMENTS TO CLUB- 
GETTERS. 


To any person sendi: 
ecriberet to Lippincott’s 
each, be presented a copy of 
WORCESTER’S QUARTO DICTIONARY. 
trated and Unabridged. Library sheep. $10.00. 
For a club of SIX New Subscribers, at $#4.00each, will 
be presented a full set of 
THE WAVERLY NOVELS. Complete ie 12 vols. 
Illustrated. Crown 8vo. Extracloth. $12. 

For a club of TEN New Subscribers, at roo each, 
will be presented 


usaclub of FIVE New Sub- 


HAMBERS’ ENCYCLOPEDIA. Popular Revised 
Edition. With 4000 engravings and 40 maps. 10 vols. 
8vo. Extra cloth. $25.00. 


B@ For sale by all Book and Newsdealers. Terms: 
Yearly Subscription, $4.00. Single Number, 35 cents. 
| M@- SPECIMEN NUMBER mailed, postage paid, to 
| any address, on receipt of 20 cents. 


J. B. LIPPINCOTT & CO., Publishers, 


_ 715 and 717 Market St., Philadelphia. — 
MERRY CHRISTMAS FOR BABY. 


BUY 


BABY LAN D! 
THE BIG, BEAUTIFUL PICTURE BOOK. 


Illuminated Board Chote gi. B4 cents. Handsome 
Large type: big, quarto pages ; strong paper; words 
divided into syllables. No other book made for the 
wee folks is so daintily illustrated, or has such pretty 
rhymes, such gay, sweet, little stories, or is sold so 
cheap. Sold by booksellers or sent post-paid on 

receipt of price, by 
D. LotHROP & Co., 





° 


Publishers, Boston. 


The Most Desirable Religious Git Book. 


“OUT OF DARKNESS 
INTO LIGHT.” 


Poems and drawings by Mary A. LaTHBURY. 
PRICE, $3.00. 
A large, elegantly bound octavo volume, on heavy 


plate paper, with eight striking full-page drawings, 
twenty vignettes, and engraved title-page. 


In the pictures and poems is portrayed the inner life 


..$1.50 of a soul struggling up through the darkness of Doubt 
1.50 | into the daylight of Faith, where every sorrowful as- 


piration, like the dark and unlovely stems of growing 
water-lilies, is crowned at last, up in the light, with the 
full, golden-hearted, white flowers of peace. 


Mrs. H. B. Stowe’s Illustrated Relig- 


ious Books. 


FOOTSTEPS OF THE MASTER: 
| Illuminated Titles, Vignettes, Carols, Hymns, 
Cs SEE in chanentinnnbecienabondaeduend 
| BIBLE HEROINES: Narrative Biographies of 
Kminent Female Scriptural Characters. ......- 2 


Sir Philip Sidney: His Life and Times. 


3Steel Plates. Exquisite Printing and Bind- 


GNF nna 6weebbe ewresteenentnsectesenbe ehenbessesanad $1.60 
*,* For sale by all Booksellers, or will be sent, pest- 


paid, on receipt of price, by 
| FORDS, HOWARD, & HULBERT, 
| 27 Park Place, New York. 


Sold by Booksellers, or sent post-paid on receipt of 
price by 


D. LOTHROP & CO., BOSTON. 
BRAINARD’S MUSICALWORLD. 


MONTHLY Musical Magazine. Each number 
£4 containing from forty to fitty es of choice new 
Music and interesting musical reading. The Music 

iv ven in each yearly volume would alone cost over 
in sheet form. Terms, $1.50 per year, or $1.60 with 
Sheles of five premium books. gen 16 cts. for sample 
cop: Ce over $2 worth of new music and full 
particul RAIN (ARD’S SONS, Cleveland, O. 


REVELL clas ‘classified reference igrigiogze of 8. 8. | 
| HH. Revell, Chicago. 


supplies free to any address. F 


agazine for one year, at $4.00 | 


Tilus- | 


| HARPER'S WEEKLY, ” _ 


HARPER'S 
MONTHLY MAGAZINE 


FOR JANUARY 


CONTAINS: 


ENGLAND'S GREAT SEAPORT. By W.H. Rideing. 
With Fourteen Illustrations. 


4 CHAPTER IN THE HISTORY OF ANTS. By 
ary Treat. 
With Nine Illustrations. 





A ————e S ROMANCE. A Story. 
Ingersoil 
With Three Illustrations by Abbey. 


By Ernest 


a a4 A IN THE SO OUTH OF FRANCE.—I. By 
W. Benjamin. 
With Tw enty-five Illustrations. 


CLOISONNE ENAMEL. By Jennie J. Young. 
With Eight Illustrations. 


THE MEETING OF THE “ ROYAL” ON DUED- 
HAM DOWN. By George £. Waring, Jr. 
With Seventeen Illustrations. 

ROUSSEAU. 
With Portrait. 


THE NECKLACE. A Poem. By A. F. 


YE HAG. By Robert Herrick. 
With an Illustration by Abbey. 


HOME. By Porte Crayon. 
With Twelve Illustrations 


—-* DEL OCCIDENTE. By Zadel Barnes Gus- 
with Portrait. 
MAGLEOD OF DARE.—(Concluded.) By William 
ack. 
With One Illustration. 





THE IMAGE OFSAN DONATO. A Christmas Story 
By Virginia W. Johnson. 


THE RETURN OF THE 


NATIVE.—(Concluded. ) 
By Thomas Hardy. 


THE GREAT HARVEST YEAR. A Poem. 


By Ed- 
ward Everett Hale. 


EDITOR'S EASY CHAIR. 
EDITOR'S LITERARY RECORD. 
EDITOR'S SCIENTIFIC RECORD. 
EDITOR'S HISTORICAL RECORD. 
EDITOR'S DRAWER. __ 


Harper’s Periodicals 


FOR 1879. 


HARPER'S MAGAZINE, One Year... 


HARPER'S BAZAAR, ad * 
The THREE publications, one year 
I oe nen antliadnbnann 





TD ee 
Address 
HARPER & BROTHERS, 
Franklin Square, N. Y. 


HELPS 
PRIMARY TEACHERS & SCHOLARS, 
Mrs. W. F. caiman das J. Timanus). 


THE PRIMARY TEACHERS’ MONTHLY For 


all teachers of Children. 24 pages, published monthly, 
yearly subscription 60 cents. In clubs of five or more, 

) cents each. 
published week- 


THE LITTLE VISITOR, Priives, being 


an Illustrated Story and Lesson Paper. Price, singly, 
35 cents per year ; in clubs of ten or more, 20 cents per 
year. 


Pictorial Primary Lesson Paper. 
These Leaves having the weekly lessons are printed 
monthly; the price of 100 copies per month, for one 
year, is #9, for a less quantity one cent each. 

Samples freely furnished by sending to 
JOHN FAIRBANKS, 46 Madison Street, CHICAGO. 
D. R. NIVER, 20 North Pearl Street, ALBANY. 


EBEN. SHUTE, 36 Bromfield Street, BOSTON. 
*The National Sunday-school Library 
NO. 1. 


100 volumes 18mo, aggregates 13,140 pages, hand 
somely illustrated. Net price 
$25.00. Address 


AMERICAN §8. 8S. UNION, 
3 Randolph St., Chicago. 


to Sunday-schools, 


TREASURY OF WISDOM, WIT, HU- 
MOR, ODD COMPARISONS, AND 
PROVERBS. 

Authors, 931; subjects, 1393 ; quotations, 10,299. Com- 
piled by Adam Woolever. Royal svo, l0l4 pages, 

cloth, $2.50; sheep, library style, $3.50. 

*,* The above book can be had at any bookstore, or 
will be sent by mail, postage prepaid, on receipt of the 
prion, we: the ye pehiiee ers. 

CLAX MSEN, & HAFFELFINGER, 
| 624, 626, and 628 Market St., Phila 











December 21, 1878.] 











NEW BOOKS. 


CALEDONIA 3 Described by Scott, Burns, 
and Ramsay. With Illustrations by John MacWhir- 
ter. Engraved by R. Patterson. 
tifully 
bound. Price, $7.50. 

CHAMBERS’ ENCYCLOPEDIA, 
Fdinburgh Edition. 
Knowledge for the People. New and Revised Edi- 
tion, 1878. Containing 29,000 distinct Articles, 3,600 
wood engravings, 80 colored Maps, and Index to 17,000 
incidentally mentioned subjects. Ten vols., royal 8vo, 
cloth, $25. 


aa This edition is brought down to the present date, 
and includes the new maps, showing the geographic: al 
changes brought about by the treaty of Berlin, besides 
the scientific articles, thoroughly revised. 


LEISURE-TIME STUDIES, chiefly 
Biological; a series of Essays and Lectures. By 
Andrew Wilson, Ph.D., Lecturer on Zoology and 
Comparative Anatomy in the Edinburgh Medical 
School. Crown 8vo, cloth extra, with numerous 
i.lustrations, $3.50. 

PLEASANT WAYS IN SCIENCE, 
R. A. Proctor. 1 Vol, cloth, $3.50. 

LEGG O’S HISTORY OF EARL DUF- 
FERIN’S Administration in Canada. 

traits. Cloth, extra, $4.75. 

URE’S DICTIONARY. 
vols., cloth extra, $24. 

CYPRUS; HISTORICAL AND DE- 
SCRIPTIVE. After the German of Franz von Loher, 
with much additional matter by Mrs. J. Matson-Joy- 
ner. With two maps and 18 illustrations, j Cloth, 
gilt, $1.75. 

SWINBURNE’S NEW BOOK. Later 
Poems and Ballads by Algernon Charles Swinburne. 
12mo, cloth, beveled, gilt top, $1.75. 

DUFFERIN (Lord). Letters from High 
Latitudes. Authorized and illustrated edition. With 
Portrait and New Preface, $1.50. 

SCOTT’S (Sir W.) The Handy Volume 
Edition of the Waverley Novels. Twen- 
ty-five vols., cloth, in a neat case, $18. 

Paper Covers, $9. 

FAMOUS BOOKS. By W. D. Adams. 
Sketches in the Highways and Byways of English 
Literature. Crown 8vo, $1.50. 

FAMOUS MEN. A Book of Examples for 


Young Men. By H. A. Page. One vol., 12mo: 
cloth, $1.25. 





By 


Two steel por- 


New edition, 3 








For sale by all Booksellers, or by the Publisher, 


R. WORTHINGTON, 750 Broadway, N. Y. 


1879. 


FRANK LESLIE’S 


SUNDAY MAGAZINE. 


EDITED BY 


REV. DR. DEEMS. 





“It certainly excels in value the Sunday magazines 

of the old country.”—New Covenant, Chicago. 
. me, a 8 
esbyterian Weekl 


sf = magazine, which al well, is gaining ground 
with each successive number.’ ’—Christian Union. 


“The fact is, this magazine has from the start dis 
tanced all competitors, and is now trying to outdo its 
own self.’’—Central Protestant. 


The intention of the Editor is to inculcate Christian | 


morals in the most pleasing way ; tomake a magazine 
which shall be instructive and interesting to clergy- 


men and laymen, to mothers and children, to the old- | 


est and to the youngest readers. He seeks to make 
each number of fresh interest and all the numbers of 
permanent value. It has 


SERIALS, BIOGRAPHICAL SKETC 
SHORT STORIES, EXEGESIS, 
SKETCHES OF TRAVEL, SERMONS, 
POETRY, TIMELY EDITORIALS, 
MUSIC, MISCELLANY. 
Each number contains 128 pages royal 8vo. The 


articles are profusely illustrated. and new engravings 
will be made both in this country and in Europe. 


The following are among the distinguishing writers 
who have made contributions: 

Rev. Dr. Lyman Abbott, 

Rev. William M. Baker, 

Rev. N. Bjerring, 

Prof. Wm. E. Griffis, 

Col. Paul H. Hayne, 

Rev. Dr. Hurst, 


CHES, 


Rev. Dr. Ray Palmer, 
Josephine Pollard, 
Rev. Dr. Potter, 
Margaret J. Preston, 
Margaret E. Sangster, 
Rev. Dr. Schaff, 

Rev. Dr. Leyburn, Rev. Bishop Wightman, 

Rev. Bishop McTyeire, Prof. William Wells. 

Sa” «~The fifth Volume commences with the number 
for January, 187 
postage, for THREE DOLLARS A YEAR; to clergy- 
men, $2.50. 

aa $1.50 will be received for six months. 

aay $1 for four months. 


aa Any minister sending nine dollars for three 
subscribers will have his own copy free for one year. 
Any club of three subscribers sending $9 May order a 
free copy to their pastor or any other clergyman. 

All remittances must be 
rder, or express, to 


Frank Leslie’s Publishing House, 
53, 55 & 57 Place, New York, 
200,000 BABIES 


Will receive the Holiday Number ot 


BABYLAND, 


If their Parents will send 5 cents to 
D. LOTHROP & CO., BOSTON, 


In demy 4to, beau- | 
printed on superfine paper, and elegantly } 


A Dictionary of Universal | 


! 
lendid yaad is crowded with good 





| Plans based on 
| accuracy and fullness of detail of these elegant Maps 


It 1s furnished by mail, free of any | 


AGENTS. WANTED = 


made by check, or postal 


Ready for 


The Scholars’ Quarterly for the first quarter of 1879 is now ready for delivery. 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES. 


=—<———==== 








Delivery ! 


Tt has been enlarged by 


eight pages of music, furnishing an appropriate and familiar closing hymn for each lesson. This popular les- 


| son help has a circulation of 140,000 copies among schools of alldenominations. It iswidely used in place of the 


ordinary Question Books and Lesson Leaves. The price of The Scholars’ Quarterly is 25 cents a year, or $25 for 


a hundred copies a year. 


Sent by mail without cost of postage to subscribers. Subscriptions are taken for 


three or six months at the yearly rate: under ten copies three months, seven cents each. Send seven cents for 


a specimen copy 


Specimens of the Weekly Lesson Leaf sent free. Address 


JOHN D. sau taaasd Publisher, 610 Chestnut St., Philadelphia, Pa. 


OW TO ILLUSTRATE THE INTERNATIONAL SUNDAY-SCHOOL 


BLACKBOARD. 


LESSONS FOR 1879 ON THE 























Having obtained from Messrs. L. Prang &Co. the right of publication of “SPRINGER’S TRANSFER 


DESIGNS,” it will be our aim to increase by every possible means their attractiveness and usefulness. 
some improvements in the method of using them, by employing a practical Sunday-school worker as 


By 


manager, and the best of artistic talent, we hope to make them indispensable to every Sunday-school superin- 


tendent and school. 


Previous knowledge ¢ of K BEARD > not ——- in order to use these 
repared 


MANUAL b 
FULL DESCRIPTIVE circulars sent 


“Address 








SOM ETHING NEW 


FOR 1879. 


BIBLE LESSON QUARTERLY 


designs. 
especially for this work, patel, 50 cents. 
PROVIDENCE LITHOGRAPH Co., 


Providenc , R, I. 








For Sunday-school Scholars. 


PRICE.—Single copy, 5 cents. 
Postage paid. 


SEND ORDERS TO 








mprehensive 
Commentary 


THIs GREAT WoRK combines in a single volume the 
Commentaries of JAMIKSON, FavussEeT, BROWN, 
HENRY, and Scorr, with the entire Text of the Bible. 
The full Bible Text is printed on the left-hand pages 
throughout the entire work; while on the opposite 
pages, that is, facing the Text, are given the combined 
comments by the several authors named, thus ep- 
abling the reader to know instantly the exact meaning 
of any passage. It contains over 50,000 PARALLEL Pas- 
SAGES Of the Bible printed in full at the side of relative 


NOW 
READY. 


| subjects in the adjacent Text, also a great amount of 


Introductory maiter, Explanatory Tables, etc. The 
whole work is magnificently ilfustrated with fine 
Engravings, and a complete series of new Maps and 
the latest biblical researches. The 


are not even approach 

This great work is now completed, and it is sold 
either in Parts or in bound copies. Itis highly en- 
dorsed by the clergy of all evangelical denominations 
as “THE BEsT ot, Times of J extant for family use. 
The Sunday School Times of June 15, 1878, in an edito- 
rial, pronounces it “ Tue Bxs 

Send for oe giving full: information, ete, 
id 


A. D. WORTHINGTON & CO., Publishers, 
Haryord, Conn. 


A NEW EXCITING BOOK 


Bristling with Wild Adventures. The 
Deeds of the Daring Explorer 
ONLY 


STANLEY 


The only authentic and hited cheap edition. 
Gives 'a full history of his wo discoveries in 
—— a marvelous journey down the Congo. It is 

as romance. Lag my A illustrated, and 
ents are 
More 


$2.75. 


(oetie a... by Whe ctor 


HUBBARD BRO6., 733 Sansom &St., Philadelphia. 


SRA DARK caw. 


for Dr. MARCH’S 
NEW —" 
In -- new volume the Popular Author ot N 


ht 


force and eloquence the events of Sacred Truth, ond 
adds fealienone? to the beauty, pathos, and sub- 
limity of the Stories of the Bible. Le will find 


this with its sparkling thoughts, glowing style, 
beautiful cummuvinek ond Hien b ind Ings, the beat in the 


| Scenes in the Bible portrays with vivid and thril 


market. Terms liberal. 
|J. C. McCURDY & Sort Philadel phia, Pa. 


ADY AGENTS WANTED ter the mest pepular 

Corset ever made. 

Seid only Or OF ents. Add ress, 
AR) 


: ER BROS., 31 Breadway, N. Y. 
ABBOTT'S LARGE RAL | (Illustrated) NEW 
AMENT, 


| WITH Ni vlenald work for 
Roe es ee 


PEED ‘& OO., New Yt York, 





In packages of ten and upwards, 3 cents per co ys 
making $3.00 per 100 for 3 months, $6.00 per 100 for 6 months, $12.00 per 100 for 12 mon 


SAMPLES READY. 


B. GRIFFITH, Secretary, 
1420 Chestnut St., Philad’a. 








UCCESSFUL FOLKS. 
Matthew Hale Smith's new book. 


STEEL PORTRAITS = = A. = 
VANDERBILT, BENN 
The sensation of the no been 


AGENTS 


1000 Prominent persons, men and women “ART 


 SLEWA 


ency, circulars and terms, 


AMERICAN PUBLISHING CO., Hartford, Conn. 

Chicago, 11 

Wonderful, But True!!! What? 
Why, 


Buck’s “ ILLUSTRATED 


f Rev 8. T. 
pine St 2. elsewhere. An agent sends for 100 
August 5, and writes, “ a are § 
a one T in Albany, New 
ing trom € =. $15 per day. a two-cent stamp 
Vv. T. BUCK, 
Milton, p> DP Co., Pa. 


and be convinced. 
PAY.—With Stencil Outtits, What cosw 4 cts. 
sells ang | for 0 cts. Catalogue free. 8. M. 
SPENCER, 12 Washington 8t.. Boston, Mass, 


SUNDAY-SCHOOL LIBRARIES 


OF CHOICE VOLUMES 
AT LOWEST RATES, 


By U. D. WARD, 
150 Nassau Street, N. Y. 
WARD’S 
improved S. S. Money Envelope. 
FOR CLASS COLLECTION, 
SPACES FOR 52 SUNDA YS—50 cents per doz 
At U. D. WARD'S, 
150 Massau, Street, i 


PORTFOLIO OF 


BIBLE PICTURES 


Sent by mail for % eents. Each picture 10x12 inches 
im size. A marvel of cheapness. 


EBEN. SHUTE, 
Sunday-school Supply Store, 
52 Bromfield St., Besten 


TOMLINSON’S 
Sunday-school Certificates at $1.25 per 
) hundred. John H. Tomlinson, 


Publisher, Chicago. 


Imericea SOROLL SAW periect com: 
bination made for the money. State where you saw | 


this, and address H. L. Beach, 39 Dey St., New York. 


Now is the time for 
Ss to secure territory. Address for 


the fact that agents are doing better on the 
LORD'S 
” and other works of art, than they can 


oing like hot cakes.” 4 
ork, orders 1000 on 
A ve you the names of many who are 


ST. NICHOLAS, 


SCRIBNER’S ILLUSTRATED 
MAGAZINE FOR GIRLS AND BOYS. 


The best Holiday present is a subscription to St. NicHo- 
Las; it is a monthly reminder of the giver. 


The Children’s Art Magazine. 


The London Literary World says of it: ‘“ There is no 
magazine for the young that can be said to equal this 
choice production of Scribner's press. 


GOOD THINGS for 1879. 


Frank R. Stockton’ 8 new serial for boys, “A Jolly 
Fellowship,” begun in November, will run through the 
year. “ Eyebright,”’ by Susan Coolidge. commences 
soon, and a fairy story, by Julian Hawthorne, begins 
in the Christmas issue. Each number is “ a’ host in 
itself,’—full of the best stories and illustrations for 
boys and girls. 


The Christmas Holiday Number 


(Issued December 14th 





; price, % cents.) 


has among its contributors the following well-known 
writers: 
JOHN GREE NL EAF WHITTIER, 
CHARLES * rv WARNER, 
fARY MAPES DODGE, 
SUSAN COOL wee 


E, 
ULIA N HAW. ate 
BLIA THAXTER, 
Mrs. FRANCES HODGSO y BURNETT, 
author of “ That Lass o’ Lowrie’s,” and “* Haworth's.”’ 
The artists, Frederic Dielman, Alfred Kappes, J. C. 
Beard, Kelly, Fidelia Bridges, Granville Perkins, Addie 
Ledyard, Alfred Fredericks, F. S. Church, Sol Bytinge, 


Jessie Curtis, C. S. Reinhart, and many others, 


The Elegant Bound Volumes 


OF ST. NICHOLAS, 
in red and gold, are, in themselves, a cheap and 


A Magnificent Library, 


containing more matter than $100 worth of ordinary 
books. 


EACH VOLUME IS COMPLETE. 


THE GIFT BOOK OF THE SEASON 


is the new bound volume for 1278.in red and gold, with 
illuminated cover-lining, containing over 800 pages and 
nearly 600 pictures; price, $4.00. A full setof Sr. Nicuo- 
Las (five volumes) in black walnut case, the name “St. 
Nicholas” inlaid on the top, $20.00. 

Bound volumes and cases may be had of all Book 
and News dealers, or will be sent on receipt of price 
by the Publishers. 

We bind back numbers for $1.00 a volume (and 32 
cents for return postage), or send the red and gold 
covers for 75 cents. 


Price, $8.00 a year ; 2% cents a number. 


For Sale and Subscriptions received by all Book- 
sellers and Newsdealers. 


SCRIBNER & CO., 743 Broadway, N.Y. 


28 GIFT BOOK °°"8ibvours 


NEW 





In prose and poetry, by upward of 800 Distinguished 
Authors, with introduction 


By Rev. Theo. L. Cuyler, D.D. 


If you area parent, - it; if you have a home, getit ; 
it you are bound for Heaven, get it—it will cheer and 
ae t youon the way. In elegant binding. Lilustrated, 
$2.75; full morocco, $4.50. If there is no agentin your 
locality. copies will be sent Py en on receipt of price. 
E. B. TREAT, Publisher, 805 Broadway, New York. 


—BABYLAND.— 


DELIGHTFUL GIFT FOR 
INFANT CLASSES. 
Teachers sending 50 cents to Messrs. D. Lothrop & 


Co., Boston, will receive, postage paid, 25 copies of the 
Holiday number. 


A 


end to 73 Randolph Street, 
amples of Lesson Helps by the American 
unday-school Union, for Teachers and 
cholars, viz: Rev. Dr. John Hall’s lessons in the 
unday-school World, monthly. 60 cents @ year, 
cholar’s {j ‘ompanion, 20 cts. or $15 per 100 a year, 

Hand-book, 10c. or $8 per 1006 mouths. 


esson {Three grades, Advanced—Primary and 


Chicago, Ulinois, for 





AVE THE BOYS” By M. M. 
Se copy, 3 cents. Per 100, two to 


eaves newer es $7. 50 per 100, each. 
And the beautifu Chila’s World—semi- mo, $26. 
Reward Cards, Libraries & Bibles, Catalogues free 


| Superintendent’s Pocket Roll Book-30c. 


| Infant Class Teacher’s Roll Book-30c, 
Certificate of Membership, gold & colors-15c, 
Certificate of Honor, gold & colors-15c. 
At U. D. WARD'S, 


150 Nassau Street, N. Y 
SAMPLES OF TWELVE 
’ ry a YW - ‘ ‘yy 
CHRISTMAS EXERCISES 
For Sunday-schools (including the one just published 
in The Sunday Schoo! Times) sent for forty cents 
The Exercise in the November 30 Sunday School 
Times will be mailed for §2 per hundred. 
Tess 
EBEN SHUTE, 
Sunday-school Supply Store, 
52 Bromfield Street, Boston 


TSEFUL PRESENT. 4 shirts, 4 collars, cuff, collar, 
and screw buttons, I pair suspenders, and 2 linen 
handkerchiefs for $5. 
J. D. CARLISLE. Pittsburg, Pa. 


Dana, D.D. 


8.8 Union, 73 Randolph St., Chicago. 


end te Am. 8. 
pecimen 8. 8. papers and Christmas Car rds free. 
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PUBLISHER’S DEPARTMENT. 


TERMS OF SUBSCRIPTION, 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES. 
$2 15 each. 
190 “ 
1 65 
(Which includes 15 cents for postage.) 


From 1 to 14 copies, - - - - 


“ “ 


15 to 29 - 2s + 


30 Copies and upwards, - - - “ 


The yellow label on each paper shows up to what date 
a subscriber has paid, If the publisher does not by that 
date receive a request from the subscriber that the paper 
be discontinued, he will continue to send it. The paper 
will, however, be stopped at any time thereafter, the 
subscriber so desires, and remits the amount due for the 
time that he haa received tt, | 
The special rate to Pastors and Superintendents has | 
been discontinued. The — to all single subscribers 
is now $2.15, the lowest price at which it can be afforded. 
Subscriptions will be received for any portion of a 
year at yearly rates, | 
Additions may be made at any time to aclub, at the 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES. 


BUSINESS LIBRARY SERIES: 
NOW READY. 
Common Sense in Business; 


OR, 
Practical Answers to Practical Questions 


On the true Principles and Laws of Success in Farm- 
ing, Manufactures, Speculation nd Buying 
and Selling Merchandise; with some sug- 
gestions on Making Wills, and the 
causes of failures in business, By 


EDWIN T. FREEDLEY. 
A Companion Volume to ** Common Sense in Pusiness.” 


HOME COMFORTS; 


OR, 
Things Worth Knowing in every Household, 


Being a Digest of Facts established by Science, 
Observation, and Practical Experience, respect- 
ing the important Art of Living Well and 
TT Preserving Health and Prolonging 
uife, 


same rate at which the club, as first formed, would be | These books contain nearly 400 large 12mo pages and 


authorized to subscribe anew. Such additional sub- 
scriptions to expire at the same time with the club as 
originally ordered. ‘The new subscribers to pay pro | 
rata for the time of their subscriptions. | 

Subscribers asking to have the direction of a paper | 
changed should be careful to name not only the post- 
office to which they wish it sent, but also the one to 
which it has been sent. All addresses should include | 
both county and state, | 

Any person writing to renew either a single or club 
subscription, in connection with which his name has 
not before been known to the publishers, will please 
give the name of the person to whom the paper or 
papers have heretofore been sent. 

ubscribers wishing to introduce The Times to their 

friends, can have specimen copies, sent free from this 
fice to any address, 


SUPERINTENDENTS’ PAPER, $ .50. | 


This paper is designed to supply superintendents 
with helps, in the line of their special work, to which 
teachers and scholars have not access, It is published 
monthly, and will be sent, on receipt of its price, only 
| 
| 
| 
} 





to subscribers of The Times who are Pastors or Superin- 
tendents (including in the latter class assistant superin 
tendents, and heads of departments meeting in sepa- | 
rate rooms), and who, when ordering it, state that ey 
are such, 

In sending your renewailto The Superintendents’ 
Paper, please mention the date to which you have | 
paid for The Sunday School Times, as given on the | 
yellow address label on The Times. 


THE WEEKLY LESSON ment 


100 Copies, one month, . - 
100. * one year, - 
Less than 100 copies at same rate. 


THE SCHOLARS’ QUARTERLY. 
$6 


100 Copies, three months, - - 16.25, | 
ae. & one year, - - 25.00. | 
Less than 100 copies at the same rates. 





60. 
- - 7.20. 


GREAT BRITAIN. | 


Subscribers in Great Britain who wish to receive any | 
of these publications, can make payment for the same | 
by a money order, payable at Philadelphia, to John D. 
Wattles, as follows : | 
The Sunday School Times, one year, - - 9shillings, | 
The Superintendents’ Paper, one year, - 3shillings. | 
The Scholars’ Quarterly, one year - Is. 6d. | 

These rates include postage, which is prepaid at this | 


omice. 


Letters concerning Subscriptions or Advertisements 
should be addressed to 


JOHN D. WATTLES, 
Publisher, 
610 CHESTNUT STREET, Philadelphia. 
















lie WygplD WER 
iS tHe BEST. 


Manvractory, BRATTLE B ORO, \7. | 


Nebraska Land Agency, 


R. H. & J. S. MILLER. 


We keep constantly on hand choice selections of rich | 
lands and improved farms for sale, negotiators of loans 
on real estate. Investments made and taxes paid for 
non-residents, 













Twenty years’ experience in this country gives us a 
thorough knowledge of it. 
or information, address | 
R. H. & J. S. MILLER, 
Nebraska Cc" () Connty. Nebraska 
ICE CIN Cr 


J 










ra AN fe NS 


The Best Skate Ever In 


; 


vented. 
Also AMERICAN CLUB, ACME, &c, &¢ 


Fleetwood, Dexter, 
1 Lester Rogers, &c, 
Wood, Designs, and Saws.5 TOOL CHESTS 


with Best Tools. Lowest Prices guaranteed’ 


TALLMAN & McPADDEN, 607 Market St, Philada. 
LOec 


POTTERY or SCRAP PICTURES, 
DECALCOMANIA or TRANSFER, 
275 for %c.: 600 for 50c.; 1,300 for $1. This is | 
the largest and beat offer yet made. lc., 2c., | 


or 3c. stamps taken. Stamp for circular. 


SCROLL SAW 


H. D. Williams, 6 Clinton Ave., Brookiyn, N. 





| 
y. ' 


are substantially and bandsomely bound in cloth, 
bevelled edges. Price, $1.50. Extra binding. 


Claxton, Remsen, & Haffelfinger, 


PUBLISHERS, 
Nos. 624, 626, ann 628 Marker Sr., 
PHILADELPHIA. 


BAGSTER'S POLYGLOT BIBLES, 


IN BAGSTER’S OWN BINDING. 
THE FAC-SIMILE SERIES. 


THE MINIATURE EDITION, 16mo. 
Size, 5% In. x 4 In. 
No.5. Levant Morocco, Divinity circuit, kid lined, 
silk sewed \ : 





THE MEDIUM EDITION, Small 8vo. 
Size, 6°, In. x 444 In. 









No. 12. Turkey Morocco, plain................ B25 
* 13. Do., with Cruden’s Concordance 7 
* 14. Turkey Morocco, circuit.............. - 875 
* 15. Do., with Cruden’s Concordance........ 10 00 
“ 16. Russia, circuit, red under gold edges... 923 
“ 17. Do., with Cruden’s Concordance, net.... 10 50 
“ 3. Lev. Mor., Divin’y cir., kid lined, silk sewed 9 25 
= Do., with Cruden’s Concordance. ......... 10 50 


THE LARGE EDITION, 8vo. 
Size, 8'4 In. x 54g In, 
No. 6. Turkey Morocco, beveled 


7. Do., with Cruden’s Concordance 












8. Turkey Morocco, circuit. ...........-- 
9. Do., with Cruden’s Concordance... 
10. Russia, circuit 
il. 
» Bs 


Do., with Cruden’s Concordance 
Levant Morocco, Divinity 

eae ae 
Do., with Cruden’s Concordance... 


THE WIDE MARGIN EDITION, 4to. 
For MSS, Notes. 
Size, 9', In. x 7'4 In. 
No. 19. Turkey Morocco, beveled 
“20. Levant Morocco, 
lined, silk sewed 


circuit, kid 


“ 9 


$9 50 


Divinity : circuit, kid 


“ 








The above for sale by all Booksellers, or by 
THOMAS NELSON & SONS, 
42 BLEECKER Str., NEw York. 


NEW AND VALUABLE 


- PUBLICATIONS 


OF THE 
CONG@L PUBLISHING SOCIETY. 
JUST PUBLISHED. 
STUDIES OF THE OLD TESTAMENT. 


By Prof. AvusTIN 


PHELPS. A very valuable and | 
practical book. A suitable companion for that popu 
lar work by the same author, “The Still Hour.” 


Price, $1.40, 


THE LIGHT: IS IT WANING ? 


WHY? HOW MUCH? AND WHAT SHALL WE 
DO? Being the Fletcher Prize Essay for 1879 A 
very suggestive book on an important subject. 
Price, $1.00, 

GEO. P. SMITH, AGENT. 
Address i 
0 } Yi . @e Far 
L- OY. Heee, 


] 


~ J iyf 
OY, Cott (‘ZZ 
"la 


} 
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Le Of 
AG. 
FOR 
TEACHERS’ LESSON HELPS. 





Samples free. 


LESSON LEAVES & QUARTERLIES. 





Samples free. 





ILLUSTRATED PAPERS. 

interes Sample free. 
BIBLES AND TESTAMENTS, 
LARGEST ASSORTMENT !N THE CITY. 


For sale at very low prices. 
BIBLE HOUSE, 
Corner 7th and Walnut Streets, Phila. 


(prone TEACHERS’ BIBLE, 


THE PORTABLE COMMENTARY, 


A Commentary Critical and Explanatory on 
the Old and New Testaments. 


By JAMIESON, FAUSSET, and BROWN. 


New edition, complete in one volume. 
1421 pages. Lilustrated by maps. Cloth, 
Bevelled boards. $3.50. 

A new edition of this well-known and reliable Com- 
mentary on the whole Bible, now published complete 
in one volume, containing all the matter comprised in 
the former two-volume edition, and at a greatly re 
duced price. 

Sold by all booksellers, or sent by mail post-paid on 
receipt of price. 

THOMAS Y. CROWELL, 74 Broadway, New York. 


NEW AND BEAUTIFUL. 


REWARD CARDS FOR SUNDAY AND DAY 
SCHOOLS. Prices to suit the times—over 500 kinds 
and designs—comprising Motto Cards—Reward Cards 
—Scripture Text Cards—Sentiment Cards—Bible Verse 


Crown 8vo, 
red edges. 


Cards—Good Desire Cards—and Hymnal Cards. 
| TEACHERS’ price list EDUCATIONAL CARDS 
| SENT FREE to any address. J. H. BUFFORD’S 


| SONS, Publishers of Novelties in Fine Arts, 141 to 147 
| Franklin Street, Boston, Mass. 


SUPERIOR MUSIC BOOKS 


FOR 





| THE VICTORY.,...... 2 $1.50; $13.50 per doz. 

feng be iiwikive in wae6[* 
CHORAL ANTHEMS,...-........ 150; 13.50 
TEMPLE ANTHEMS,.....--- 1.25 12.00 o 

IMPERIAL HARMONY,) ’ . 

} (in ATKIN’'S Seven >...... 1.25; 12.00 

Character Notes,) J) 
| THE 8g 4 mr Fi 
| VINEYARD OF SONG, ae 750 ” 


| Each of the above standard publications possesses 
sterling qualities which give unqualified satisfaction. 
Sent by mail on receipt of retail price. 


Bw A full Catalogue sent on application. 


BIGLOW & MAIN, Publishers, 


| 76 East Ninth Street, 


73 Randolph Street, e 
NEW YORK. | CHICAGO. 


i 


NOW READY! BRIGHT! NEW! SWEET! CHEERFUL! 


GOSPEL ECHOES..<2.n.. 


Do not supply your schoo) with new singing books, 
| until you have examined and tested this book. It is by 


Home Circles. It is full of contributions from ali the 
best authors of Sunday-school music in the country. 
Children, Teachers, Superintendents, Pastors, Parents, 
all say they want it. For sale everywhere. Sample 
oages free. Sample copies, 30 cents, or $3.50 per dozen. 
xy mail. Address, CENTRAL 
| Oskaloosa, lowa; or O. DITSON & CO., Boston and 
| New York. 





HELPING HAND, 
THE BEST BOOK. 

ForSunday-Schools and Praise 
' Meetings. 20 Composers, 146 Writers 
160 Pages, 175 Hymns and Songs. 

W.T_ Giffe & J. H. Rosecrans. 
Sample Copy, 35c., $30.00 per 100. 
Gro. D. NewHat & CO., Pubs., 
Cincinnati, Ohio. Be 
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Weare finishing up every day 


SEAL SKIN SAGQUES 


For Ladies and Misses, made in the newest shapes, 
from pattern sacques selected by Mr. Blynn, while in 
London and Paris, from the best makers of those cities, 

The skins are carefully selected, London dyed, and 
made up in a manner to make a fine fitting Sacque, 
very light in weight. 

Our fit is a specialty, for which we have a reputation 
well known. 





BLAYLOCK & CoO., 
824 CHESTNUT ST., 
Philadelphia, 


| L. BLAYLOCK, 
HARRY BLYNN. 


tobes, Ladies’ Furs, Fine-lined Wraps, etc, 
Seal skin caps, turbans, gloves, etc., etc. 


UNPARALLELED REDUCTION, 


A Fine Morocco Covered Edge Teacher’s Bible (Bag- 
| ster’s References, Index. Concordance, Maps, etc.) 
| formerly $5, now $2; a Conoine Illustrated Bible 
Dictionary, formerly $1, now 40c. 

Edition of ‘‘ Heman and Browning,’ or ‘‘ Tennyson and 
Wordsworth,”’ with Steel Engravings, formerly $8 per 
vol, now $1: sent by mail, postpaid, on receipt of 
| price. BURLOCK & CO., Publishers, 306 Chestnut 
Street, Philadelphia. 





AT A COST OF ONE CENT. 


! 
| Send the request on a postal card and 
| 





we will foward post free, sample copies 





| of our Popular Sunday School Periodi- 





cals. We are positive that you will 





after examination, agree with the great 





multitude of Sunday School workers in 





pronouncing them the best in matter ; 





the most attractive in appearance; and 





the cheapest in price of any periodiagls 





of their kind issued. Address, 





F. H. REVELL, 
148 & 150 Madison St., Chicago. 











| SACRAMENTAL SABBATHS. Ten cents per copy. 
| Mailed free. Address M. K., Box 53, Kinderhook. New 


Thos, Nelson & Sens, 42 Bleecker 8t., N.Y York. 





far the best for Sunday-schools, Prayer-meetings, and | 


BOOK CONCERN, | 


; a Superb Morocco | 


[Vol. XX., No. 51. 


WORTH REPEATING. 


A SONG FOR CHRISTMAS. 


Dawson Burns, in The Christian World. } 





Shepherds watching through the night 
see the host divinely bright ; 

Giad they hear the angels say, 
‘Christthe Lord is bern to-day.” 

Let us watch with them and greet 
Tidings so divinely sweet; 

Let our lips this gospel tell 

“ God with men has come to dwell.” 


Shepherds listen to the song 
Chanted by the heavenly throng, 
“ Glory to the Lord on high, 
Peace on earth and charity !”’ 
Let us hearken to their strain, 
Let us sound it back again; 
Let us live that so goodwill 
May the earth possess and fill. 


Shepherds hasten to the place, 
Where they gaze on Jesus’ face, 
David’s son and David’s Lord, 

By the angel-hosts adored. 

Let us also gather there, 

And in grateful worship share. 
And our prayer shall be, “‘ Impart, 


0” 


Lord, to us a Christ-like heart ! 





‘THE POWER OF DOING 
OUT THINGS. 


{From the Public Ledger. ] 


WITH- 


There is no more distinctive mark of the 
advance from childhood to maturity than 
the power to do without what once ap- 
peared essential. The child, bereft of his 
playthings, is inconsolable, but a few years 
later he drops them of his own accord. 
| Now, his skates, his boat, or his horse, 
with games of cricket or base ball, are 
pleasures that seem necessary to his exist- 
ence. A few years more, and though he 
may still take pleasure in athletic sports, 
they no longer control his happiness ; he 
he can easily spare them from his life. 
Love, ambition, the search for knowledge, 
the struggle for wealth, the pursuit of 
power or influence, these are now the 
essential things that he can by no means 
forego. If there was no other sign of ad- 
vancing years, this repeated relinquish- 
ment of what was once indispensable would 
be suflicient evidence. 

There however, another growth in 
human nature beside that occasioned by 
the passing years, which does not always 
keep pace with them. It is the growth in 
mental and moral power ; the advance from 
lower to higher desires, from shams to real- 


is, 





ities; from crude to cultured thought; 
|from selfish and impure motives to 
'generous and lofty ones; from undisci- 


plined capacities to a rounded and well-de- 
| veloped character. Progress in this direc- 
‘tion, also, is chiefly marked by the increas- 
ing power of duing without things that had 
seemed most precious. We know how 
widely men differ in their regard for the 
same things. What is prized most dearly 
by one is held cheap by another; what 
some can easily forego, others value as their 
dearest joy. Much of this difference is due 
to the degree of advancement they have 
made in manly or womanly character. A 
|pupil in school or college, for example, 
works hard to win honors. They are his 
chief hopes, his highest aims. He looks 
upon them not as mere tokens of faithful 
labor, but as the final end to which the 
labor is directed. He cannot do without 
them—that is, if they are withdrawn, his 
enthusiasm withers, and his efforts flag. 
Now, if he carry this aim throuzh his en- 
tire educational career he will never be- 
come truly cultured, for, while he may 
have gained the letter, he has missed the 
spirit. But if he is growing in moral stat- 
ure and mental appreciation, the time will 
| come when he will no longer put this value 
| upon a mere sign; he will discover some- 
thing far higher to aim for; the love of 
knowledge for its own sake will now in- 
spire him, and he will hold loosely, as a 
secondary matter, the prizes which were 
once his sole stimulus. He has learned 
to do without them, because something 
more worthy claims his allegiance. 

There are many men who make riches 
their aim, and when they have gained them 
feel that they cannot possibly do without 
them. They have risked all for money, 
and if they lose it they lose all. Hence- 
forth, or until they retrieve their fallen for- 
tunes, life has nothing to offer them. 
Others, whose moral character is higher 
and stronger, have learned, not only 
how to use wealth and to enjoy it, but how 
to do without it. They rightly value it for 


its many opportunities, but they do not 
hang all their hopes of happiness upon it. 
They rejoice in it as a means of comfort 
and of doing good; but they have some- 
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December 21, 1878.] 


thing still more precious, ond if mistioimne 
overti ike them, they are not swamped. 

1ey stillhave friends, a bility, honor, cha:- 
acter, a good conscience, an unsullied 
name. With these they cannot be wholly 
unhappy. 

So with all the good things that life 
holds for human enjoyment; some can do 
without them when necessary, others can- 
not. Take away society and fashion from 
some women and their whole lives are 
empty and barren ; takeit from others, and 
resources of a higher kind immediately rise 
to fill the vacuum. Some cannotlive with- 
out the excitement of city life; others can 
find fullness and richness in every spot. 
Some cannot endure to give up a favorite in- 
dulgence ; othersalways maintain the com- 
mand of their appetites. Some must have 
the good opinion of the world; others are 
able to do without it when it clashes with 
principle. To some, favorable circum- 
stances and pleasures are tyrannical mas- 
ters; to others, they are excellent servants. 

This power to do without certain things 
depends entirely upon the presence of 
something else which is prized more highly. 
Of course, if money, or fame, or pleasure, 
or luxury, be the highest treasures a man 
possesses, he is rendered bankrupt by their 
loss. But if, while valuing all these, he 
values something else more, he can afford 
to part with them, not without a sigh, Lut 
certainly without feeling that life’s charms 
are all gone. It is a man’s best possessions, 
or rather those which he esteems the best, 
that he cannot do without. Thus, the 
chief difference between men may be found 
by tracing what these things are. One 
who is low down in the scale of character | 
is dependent on very inferior objects, but 
the nobler one becomes the more easily be 
can resign such things. Each step he 
takes in the upward path loosens his hold 
on the one below, and they multiply 
beneath him. What, then, are the best 
possessions of the pure and noble man or 
woman—the things which they cannot do 
without, and the clinging to which loo-ens 
their grasp on other things? Whatare the 
essentials that enable the best people 
quietly to give up so much that is esteemed 
precious, and yet remain cheerful and con- 
iented? They are such as no turn of cir- 
cumstances can sweep away, for they dwell 
within the heart. They are the grand 
principles which rule their conduct and | 
guide their life. Whoever holds fast to | 
these with firm and enduring persistence | 
can well afford to touch other things with 
a looser clasp. When a choice comes be- 
tween them he cannot hesitate. He can | 
give up his money, if needfui, but never | 
his honor, his integrity, his good faith. 
He can resign his hopes of popularity, but 
never his convictions of right; he can sac- 
rifice the world’s good opinion if it clash 
with justice, and pleasure if it conflict with 
duty. It is only when we come into this 
larger sphere that we learn the meaning of 
true freedom. It is then that we cast off 
the chains that marked our slavery to ap- 
petites and passions and passing circum- 
stances, and find ourselves at full liberty 
to develop our higher and better selves 
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